Great Brickhill v Bletchley Town 3rd XI

24th April 2010

The first game of the season came upon us with an unseasonably warm day, totally unexpected for April but miraculously everyone turned up on time ready for the off.

First toss of the season was lost, ( I thought I’d better get the only loss of the season out of the way quickly !! )  and Brickhill decided to bat.

Unfortunately they must have experienced last minute cancellations as having discussed their team makeup with them earlier in the week they were only going to field one 2nd XI player as we were putting our usual 3rd XI out ……..

On reflection at least it gave their 2nd team players a chance to get some easy runs at the beginning of the season, if they’re happy with that then so be it (
Chris and Nick opened the bowling, Chris’s tight lines being rewarded with an early wicket followed by another a few overs later, Brickhill were 30-2 and we were looking good, sharp fielding from all players and looking positive all round.

Then the Brickhill no’s 3 & 4 set about us with relish, punishing every ball and putting on 150 between them, the no 4 seemingly taking great delight in middling the ball into me at every given opportunity.

The breakthrough finally came when Ali held onto a fine catch off his own bowling to dismiss the no 3 bat for 60, shortly after Khush, obviously still struggling with the after effects of the tour, had spilled a dolly at mid wicket.

Next ball saw Ali rip out the stumps of the no 5 batsman for his first golden duck of the season. Rumour has it that one of our players was reprimanded by the umpire for an allegedly unsporting comment at this point but his identity shall remain nameless…….  

Shortly after Ali took his 3rd wicket, the Brickhill centurion deceived by the ‘Cankle Kid’, finally he was out for 111 and then we actually got to play against some of their 3rd XI.

Nick took 2 wickets filling Fletch’s boots and bowling at the tail and Brickhill ended up on 245 from their 44 overs.

Tea was taken, Martin regaled us with tales of how potatoes didn’t taste right in Australia and before we knew it we were back on the field.

Matt and Tom were sent out to open, Matt hitting an excellent, and valuable 51 runs before being caught off the bowling of Glenn Burrows, who ended up with figures of 10-1-16-4, exceptional talent for a 3rd XI player …….

Only Tom Woodwards, Ali and Jason made double figures but the majority of the batsmen dug in and frustrated the Brickhill bowlers. Martin blocking out everything that needed blocking with great maturity, Patrick doing it for a bit before edging one, Nick came out at no 9 and with 3 overs left to survive managed to nick one to 2nd slip first ball, despite considerable pressure Martin and Chris managed to survive the final overs and we managed to deny Brickhill the win.

In summary a good performance against a very strong team, the whole team dug in well and stuck to the task in spite of being lashed all over the park by a couple of players. We gained a losing draw, a result that looked unachievable, a good result on the day and more importantly we denied Brickhill 10 points   (
Next week sees a friendly against Wicken before we return to league action the following week.

Brickhill Batting

	
	
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	A Higgs
	Bowled
	Weissang
	24

	2
	A Sibley
	Ct Shepherd
	Weissang
	3

	3
	M Ward
	C & B
	Dawson
	60

	4
	S Chapman
	Bowled
	Dawson
	111

	5
	J Howson
	Bowled
	Dawson
	0

	6
	G Morris
	Ct Woodwards
	Chapman
	10

	7
	G Burrows
	Not
	Out
	10

	8
	D Burrows
	Bowled
	Chapman
	1

	9
	G Phillips
	Run Out
	
	1

	10
	T Sibley
	DNB
	
	

	11
	Z Wellard
	DNB
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	15

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	245-8


Bletchley Bowling

	Name
	
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chris Weissang
	
	10
	1
	30
	2

	Nick Chapman
	
	9
	0
	48
	2

	Martin Jones
	
	3
	0
	26
	0

	Khush Patel
	
	6
	0
	34
	0

	Patrick Scholte
	
	3
	0
	23
	0

	Ali Dawson
	
	9
	2
	34
	3

	Siva Balendram
	
	4
	0
	40
	0


Bletchley Batting

	
	
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	Matt Shepherd
	C & B
	G Burrows
	51

	2
	Tom Woodwards
	LBW
	Phillips
	12

	3
	Tom Brookes
	Ct Keeper
	D Burrows
	8

	4
	Ali Dawson
	Ct
	G Burrows
	18

	5
	Jason Heenan
	Ct Keeper
	G Burrows
	10

	6
	Khush Patel
	Ct Keeper
	G Burrows
	2

	7
	Patrick Scholte
	Ct G Burrows
	T Sibley
	6

	8
	Martin Jones
	NOT
	OUT
	4

	9
	Nick Chapman
	Ct
	T Sibley
	0

	10
	Chris Weissang
	NOT
	OUT
	0

	11
	Siva Balendran
	DNB
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	23

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	134-8


Brickhill Bowling

	Name
	
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	
	
	
	
	
	

	T Sibley
	
	5
	1
	19
	0

	D Burrows
	
	10
	4
	15
	1

	D Phillips
	
	7
	2
	34
	2

	Zak Wellard
	
	8
	3
	20
	0

	G Morris
	
	4
	0
	19
	0

	G Burrows
	
	10
	1
	16
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	


Brickhill 20 points, Bletchley 8 points.

