Saturday 3rd XI vs. Crawley Green Nomads - 17/07/2010

After regular third team skipper Judas Heenan had disappeared off to the seconds this week I was left to captain the team. I arrived at Crawley’s ground confident that I had a strong bowling team knowing that there were seven bowlers not including myself. Therefore I had no hesitation in winning the toss and bowling. 

After his excellent display last week Michael opened the bowling with Kobi, who was quickly replaced by Nick. Michael bowled a tight consistent line in his first spell and was rewarded early getting himself a wicket when the Crawley opener edged one into my grateful hands, yet another catch at first slip. Nick bowled well restricting the runs, but never really looked like getting either of the batsmen out.  It was at this point that I looked around and saw that six of the bowlers I had at my disposal were exactly the same, all medium pace seamers, the only exception being spinner Khush “Mumbai Midget” Patel. The Crawley Green proceeded batsman settled into this medium pace attack and decided that dispatching every other ball to the boundary was the best way to go. Neither of them ever looked like getting out, the only chance being a possible missed stumping by Tom. 

This continued until the 35th over when Chris managed to sneak a Yorker under the number three’s bat to dismiss him for a well made 131. It then transpired that the rest of the crawly batsmen were quite poor, the number 4 having the technique of a young Nick Chapman. The wickets then began to fall as we picked up 3 more in the remaining 8 overs. First Kobi ran the number four out with a direct hit, Chris picked up another wicket, Kevin catching the only ball he moved for all day and Ben got the wicket his last two overs deserved when he bowled the number 6. 

Even with the ball disappearing to all areas of the park the fielders stuck at it well and worked hard for everything.  Jack Linthwaite was especially good patrolling the boundary, and even Khush managed to stop the odd one. 

Tea was taken with a certain Mr Tom Woodwards stating that no one other than him and myself need pad up as we were going to bat for the entire 44 overs. 

Tom and myself walked to the crease knowing that we were never going to chase these runs down and that the only hope of a draw was for us to bat for a very long time. This was reflected in the way we went about our innings. Tom playing at his usual pace, that of an old man on a Zimmer frame, and for once I was batting even slower. The Crawley openers bowled very well with no freebees on offer from either of them. In the 11th over however one did arise as the Crawley bowler gave Tom a full toss which managed to bowl him. I guess he had got so used to leaving the ball he didn’t remember he could do anything else. Khush then joined me at the crease and immediately showed his usual power by smashing a drive that just managed to reach the edge of the square. A few balls later came an appeal from the fielder at silly mid-on, claiming that Khush had edged the ball at which he hadn’t played a shot, queue the banter from both players and umpires. Khush then tired of blocking and decided he was going to hit the ball as far as his weedy arms could manage; unfortunately this was 30 yards and the ball went right down the throat of the fielder at mid-off. I was then caught behind for 12 off my 74 balls, giving me a very healthy strike rate of 16.23. 

Michael and Jack batted well reaching 14 and 13 respectively, but both eventually fell to good bowling. Then came the usual procession of walking wickets, epitomised by Kevin’s golden duck. Chris and Nick managed to hang on until the 36th over but they were never really going to bat the 10 and a bit overs we needed. 

In the end the defeat was very heavy, although if we had taken the second wicket early on we could have restricted them to very few runs.  

Crawley Batting

	Batsmen 
	How Out 
	Bowler
	Total

	R. Bhatt
	Ct Dawson
	M. Houpe
	0

	M. Sally
	Not
	Out
	143

	K. Kumar
	Bowled 
	C. Weissang
	131

	M. Jethwa
	Run Out-K. Balendran
	
	2

	W. Bell
	Ct Gladwin
	C. Weissang
	17

	A. Jethwa
	Bowled 
	Talbot
	 

	F. Bates
	Not
	Out
	1

	 
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 Total: 347 

Bletchley Bowling

	Bowler 
	Overs 
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	K. Balendran
	4
	0
	37
	0

	M. Houpe
	7
	1
	45
	1

	N. Chapman
	10
	1
	67
	0

	C. Weissang
	10
	1
	49
	2

	M. Jones
	3
	0
	34
	0

	B. Talbot
	4
	0
	29
	1

	A. Dawson
	4
	0
	36
	0

	K. Patel
	2
	0
	25
	0


Bletchley Batting

	Batsmen
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	A. Dawson
	Ct 
	I. Spartley
	12

	T. Woodwards
	bowled
	Matthers
	13

	K. Patel
	Ct 
	M. Jethwa
	0

	J. Linthwaite
	bowled
	
	13

	M. Houpe
	Ct Bell
	M. Jethwa
	14

	K. Gladwin
	Ct Bell
	M. Jethwa
	0

	M. Jones
	Ct Bell
	M. Jethwa
	0

	B. Talbot
	Ct
	M. Jethwa
	0

	K. Balendran 
	Ct
	
	1

	N. Chapman
	bowled
	M. Jethwa
	1

	C. Weissang
	Not
	Out
	8


Total: 75

Crawley Bowling

	Bowler
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	Matthers
	7
	2
	13
	1

	A. Jethwa
	6
	2
	17
	0

	F. Bates
	6
	1
	18
	1

	I. Spratley
	6
	2
	11
	1

	 
	6
	3
	10
	2

	M. Jethwa
	5.2
	3
	3
	5


