The stand in captain won the toss and decided to field on the basis thathis batting line up could chase any target.
 

How foolish can you be!
 

Chris Weissang opened the bowling and his first ball was dispatched for 6 over his head by ex Bletchley player Tristan Hardy who, it now appears, captains Gt Brickhill 3rds. His second ball disappeared through the covers for 4 and, even though Ali Dawson did his best running up the hill, after 4 overs the score was in the mid forties! The skipper played his trump card replacing Chris with the ever eager Ben Shepherd. This caused the Gt Brickhill openers to panic and immediately brought a run out, quickly followed by Tristan Hardy being ct Matt Shepherd bowled by Ben Shepherd, (I thought Matt had sworn never to catch one off his brother but this just shows how wrong I can be!) After 5 overs Ali got tired bowling up the hill and asked for a restbeing replaced by Luke Geoghan who occassionally put the ball somewhere near the wickets and the scoring rate slowed. Ben bowled an excellent spell but seemed to tire quickly and was replaced by Siva Balendran while Luke was replaced by Nick Russell who specialised in slow bouncers (I used to call these rank long hops but apparently they are now considered to be good balls). Chris was recalled for a few overs to replace Siva nad immediately got his customary wicket beforr receiving a bit of punishment from the Gt Brickhill number 3 who had spent a fair time consolidating on what now appeared to be a difficult wicket. The skipper tossed the ball to Tom Woodwards to groans of incredulity from the rest of the team and sure enough Tom gave the batsman a chance to break windows for two overs before the correct decision was made to bring back Ali.
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In despair the skipper brought himself on and to his amazement found he could actually pitch the ball where he wanted to for the first time this season! Gt Brickhill managed to survive the full 44 overs making 157 for 9.
 

The Bletchley innings started in a rather different fashion to the Gt Brickhill innings - Matt Shepherd swatted his first ball (a slow bouncer!!!) straight to mid wicket and departed without troubling the scorer. It then took Tom Woodwards and Thom Brookes 9 overs to achieve the 10 run mark which Gt Brickhill had done in 2 balls!!!! 
The innings progressed painfully to 50 off twenty overs and then Tom played on for a very slow 30. Ali Dawson tried to pick up the pace but soon departed quickly followed by Nick Russell leaving Kevin Gladwin in the form of his life to try to increase the tempo. He did but by this time Thom Brookes had fallen asleep and couldn't hit the ball off the square.  He finally managed to get to his fifty and Bletchley needed 12 off the last over. Kevin did his best but the score finished at 155 for 4 giving a drawn game with the points all square at 12 each!
 

A good and exciting game of cricket but ......  if only we had a few Nick Chapmans!!!
