Olney Town v Bletchley Town Sunday XI

9th May 2010

Finally underway. Having missed out on the first game of the season due bad weather, Bletchley were keen but little did they know they had an exciting game of cricket ahead…

Having lost the toss, Bletchley were put in to bat. Olney trying to make use of perfect bowling conditions.

Matt and Tom W opened the batting at a slow but steady pace. Matt looking as confident as ever having scored two half centuries in two innings. The pair put on 48 runs before Matt was caught trying to work the ball into a huge gap on the leg side.

Both Abs(15) and Tom W(19) soon perished to B Swingler who finished with the figures 10-0-39-2. A tidy spell from the opening bowler. Bletchley at this stage 102 for 3.

Tom J got off to a blistering start. Stuart Cooper joined him at the crease and the pair soon stepped up the pace. Cooper running singles and twos at every given opportunity and Tom dispatching lose deliveries to different parts of the ground.

After scoring a quick 47, Tom was bowled playing a loose short to P Gallyot who finished with the figures 10-1-46-1.

Dave Shepherd added a valuable 14 at the end with Cooper to take Bletchley to 191 at the end of 40 overs.

Tea was taken.

Nick and Tom J opened the bowling. Bletchley were sharp in the field and looked good and positive all round knowing that they had a decent total to defend. Nick’s tight lines were rewarded with an early wicket. C Berrill edging one into to the safe hands of Ben Shepherd. 

Shortly after, Nick struck again. This time the batsman finding Tom W at cover. A well held catch.

R Darkins, the kiwi opener, was now joined by P Gallyot. The pair decided to step up the pace putting up over a 100 run partnership with ease. They seemed to play both pace and spin with the same attitude which saw Darkins race to his 50.

It wasn’t till Ben Shepherd’s persistent left arm spin bowling that Bletchley saw a lucky break through. P Gallyot hit wicket after scoring a quick 44.

Olney realising that the target wasn’t too far off, seemed to scamper through for singles and twos at every given opportunity – edging closer and closer. They soon saw themselves requiring 10 runs in the last over and then 6 off the last 2 deliveries!

The kiwi on strike managed to slap the ball onto the leg side for 2 and found himself on 94* facing the last ball of the game. Olney now needing 4 runs to win off the last ball!

With everyone in the pavilion on their feet and each fielder signalled to guard the boundary, Cooper stormed in for the final delivery. Darkins slapped the ball to long on. The non-striker backing up more than half way, they were quick onto the second run even though Tom J was well onto the ball and had fired it into the bowlers end. The pair then, to the shock of all the fielders and players watching, scampered through safely for a third run, which saw Olney draw the game with Bletchley!

A nail biting finish in which Bletchley should have come out on top but saw themselves draw the game with Olney due to some exceptional batting and commitment from their opening batsman. 

Next week sees a Bletchley take on Wicken at home.

Bletchley Batting

	
	Name
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	M. Shepherd
	Ct Gallyot
	R Darkins
	28

	2
	T. Woodwards
	Bowled
	B Swinger
	19

	3
	A. Premnath
	Ct Smail
	B Swinger
	15

	4
	T. Joraslafsky
	Bowled
	P Gallyot
	47

	5
	S Cooper
	Not Out
	
	37

	6
	D Shepherd
	Not Out
	
	14

	7
	J Heenan
	DNB
	
	

	8
	B Shepherd
	DNB
	
	

	9
	K Patel
	DNB
	
	

	10
	T Heenan
	DNB
	
	

	11
	N Chapman
	DNB
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	31

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	191-4


Olney Bowling

	
	Name
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	1
	B Swinger
	10
	0
	39
	2

	2
	P Gallyot
	10
	1
	46
	1

	3
	R Darkins
	10
	0
	63
	1

	4
	C Berril
	10
	1
	34
	0


Olney Batting

	
	Name
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	C Berrill
	Ct B Shepherd
	N Chapman
	12

	2
	R Darkins
	Not Out
	
	97

	3
	D Harrison
	Ct T Woodwards
	N Chapman
	4

	4
	P Gallyot
	Hit Wicket
	B Shepherd
	44

	5
	J Jewson
	LBW
	N Chapman
	10

	6
	R Barrass
	Bowled
	T Joraslafsky
	1

	7
	B Swinger
	Not Out
	
	1

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	22

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	191-5


Bletchley Bowling

	
	Name
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	1
	N Chapman
	9
	0
	38
	3

	2
	T Joraslafsky
	10
	2
	34
	1

	3
	B Shepherd
	10
	0
	55
	1

	4
	S Cooper
	10
	0
	44
	0

	5
	T Heenan
	1
	0
	5
	0


Olney 18 points, Bletchley 16 points.

