Cherwell League Division One: Shipton under Wychwood v Bletchley Town

Saturday7th May 2011

Bletchley Town’s Cherwell League Division One campaign kicked off with a narrow defeat against promotion front-runners Shipton on Saturday. Despite coming so close to upsetting the National Village Knockout Cup Finalists on their home turf, Bletchley suffered against the accuracy of slow left armer Shaun Miller who took a match winning 6-35 in 19 overs to see the home side to victory by just 25 runs in a close encounter.

Bletchley skipper James Clark won the toss and even though the pitch looked good and true, invited the hosts to bat hoping that the Friday evening rain would play a part. This decision paid immediate dividends when from only the fourth ball of the innings, Australian newcomer Saxon Wright hurried opener Charlie Brain into fending a ball to gully where another debutant, Raj Lall took a neat catch.

The opening combination of James Sprittles, who was back after a lengthy lay off which kept him out of nearly all of 2010, with Wright caused Shipton some early problems, and Andy Hemming was extremely fortunate to get away with what seemed an obvious nick behind to Ward when he had just 10. This proved to be pivotal as Hemming, in partnership with the impressive Shipton captain, Simon Hole saw off the shine of the new ball and made batting look a lot easier. 

Mark Roberts was introduced into the attack, and he was the one to make the breakthrough when he induced Hole into a drive with a fine away swinging delivery that Ward held onto diving forward. With Hole gone for 50, Shipton were still handily placed at 116-3 but all of a sudden, they lost three wickets for no runs Hemming was on his way in the very next Roberts over when he mistimed a shot to mid-wicket, also for 50. He was followed by Wood who was clean bowled for a duck by Roberts, and then Barrett who hit a simple return catch to the effervescent Graham Simpson.

More success came for Bletchley when Jack Chapman was run out by Saxon Wright’s direct hit, reducing the home side to 122-6. However, Shipton new-boy Graham Newhook, who had scored a century against Bletchley in the Cup last season for Bourton Vale in conjunction with the powerful Jason Hunt quickly, turned things around. Even though Newhook was stumped after a rush of blood, Hunt his some lusty blows in a quick-fire 43 in just 24 balls. He was particularly harsh on Simpson and the returning James Sprittles finding the trees outside of the ground on a regular basis, before Sprittles removed him caught and bowled. Miller was trapped LBW next ball before Simpson collected his third victim the next over as the home side were bundled out for 181. 

It was a good effort by Bletchley’s bowlers and fielders, who stepped up to the mark after some less-inspiring displays pre-season. Simpson took 3-35 and Roberts 3-47 were the pick of the bowlers with James Sprittles picking up 2-63 on his return to action.

Bletchley had 58 overs to get the runs, and began cautiously in their reply anxious not to lose wickets against a good and varied attack. However, this caution was having an effect on the run rate as this was beginning to creep up after an impressive opening salvo from Brain and Seacole for the hosts. Bletchley had crept to 31 in only 18 overs before they lost their first wicket, when Graham Simpson, mistimed a drive to mid-on for just 8. Worse was to follow when youngster Matt Shepherd, who again looked at ease in the 1st team, despite his tender years, was pinned LBW by Shaun Miller. The same bowler then accounted for Hollis and Lall in quick succession, with the latter extremely unfortunate to be given out caught despite the ball coming off his foot. Bletchley were now in serious trouble at 34-4.

Jude Ramanadnanpulle was promoted up the order to number 6 to give the innings some impetus. This seemed to work as he clattered a quick-fire 14 to lift some of the gloom before he went back to a ball he should’ve been forward to and was out LBW. 

James Sprittles (42) in partnership with wicketkeeper James Ward (28) then put on the best partnership of the innings with a stand of 54 as Bletchley sensed they could snatch victory. However, just as Ward was about to cut loose, he was adjudged LBW to Newhook, but Bletchley were still in with a shout at 119-6. Sprittles soon followed offering a tired shot against the returning Miller. However, Sprittles looked in good form on his return to action, which is a promising sign for Bletchley this season.

James Clark and Mark Grass tried to take up the fight, and were looking good for at least a draw until Miller deceived Clark with a quicker flatter delivery to leave Bletchley on 140-8. Shipton’s opening bowler Charlie Brain returned, and Mark Grass sensed the opportunity by smashing him out of the ground for a tumultuous 6, before the very next ball cannoned into his stumps and Grass was out for 17, and that probably ended the visitors’ hopes. Saxon Wright was the last man to go for 6 with just over 3 overs remaining and Bletchley had fallen just short on 155 all out. Shipton’s Mr Reliable, Shaun Miller picked up 6-35 and in the end was the difference between the two sides. 

Despite the defeat, there were a lot of positives to come from the game, such as the return to action of Sprittles who played well, the bowling of Roberts and Simpson plus the continued rise of Matt Shepherd and a good innings from James Ward. Bletchley know they must find more consistency in order to consolidate their position in the table, and one thing is certain, they must improve their home form from last season. The chance to do that begins on Saturday when Bletchley entertain Oxford Downs at Manor Fields, keen to get the first win on the board, and to improve aspects of their performance at Shipton. It promises to be another close league this season, and there is genuine excitement within the club to have a good season in Division One. 
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	Innings of Shipton under Wychwood

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Andy
	Hemming
	 
	 
	 
	ct Shepherd
	Roberts
	50
	 
	 
	 

	2
	Charlie
	Brain
	 
	 
	 
	ct Lall
	Wright
	4
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Simon
	Hole
	 
	 
	 
	ct Ward
	Roberts
	50
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Josh
	Barrett
	 
	 
	 
	ct & bowled
	Simpson
	8
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Craig
	Wood
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Roberts
	0
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Jack 
	Chapman
	 
	 
	 
	Run Out
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Graham
	Newhook
	 
	 
	 
	St Ward
	Simpson
	14
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Jason
	Hunt
	 
	 
	 
	ct & bowled
	Sprittles
	43
	 
	 
	 

	9
	George
	Seacole
	 
	 
	 
	ct Clark
	Simpson
	1
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Shaun
	Miller
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Sprittles
	0
	 
	 
	 

	11
	Shaun
	Cross
	 
	 
	 
	Not Out
	 
	4
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	5
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	41.3 overs
	
	181
	for
	10
	wkts

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Saxon
	Wright
	6
	0
	33
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Sprittles
	12
	3
	63
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mark
	Roberts
	12
	3
	47
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham
	Simpson
	10.3
	3
	35
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	INNINGS OF Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	ct Newhook
	Cross
	8
	
	 
	

	2
	Matt
	Shepherd
	
	
	
	LBW
	Miller
	21
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Kenneth
	Hollis
	
	
	
	ct Cross
	Miller
	2
	
	 
	

	4
	Raj
	Lall
	ct Hunt
	Miller
	0
	 
	 
	 

	5
	James
	Sprittles
	ct Newhook
	Miller
	42
	
	 
	

	6
	Jude
	Ramanadanpulle
	LBW
	Hunt
	14
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James
	Ward
	
	
	
	LBW
	Newhook
	28
	
	 
	

	8
	James
	Clark
	Bowled
	Miller
	9
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Mark
	Grass
	Bowled
	Brain
	17
	
	 
	

	10
	Saxon 
	Wright
	ct Seacole
	Miller
	6
	 
	 
	 

	11
	Mark
	Roberts
	
	
	
	not out
	
	0
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	8
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	54.2 overs
	
	155
	for
	10
	wkts

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Charlie
	Brain
	6
	1
	17
	1
	
	 

	George 
	Seacole
	7
	4
	12
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shaun 
	Miller
	19.2
	8
	35
	6
	
	 

	Shaun 
	Cross
	5
	0
	24
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jason 
	Hunt
	6
	0
	19
	1
	
	 

	Josh 
	Barrett
	3
	0
	13
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham
	Newhook
	8
	0
	32
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shipton (25 points) beat Bletchley Town (7points) by 26 runs

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


