Cricket  - Cherwell League Division One: Oxford II v Bletchley Town 

Saturday 19th June 2010

Bletchley Town suffered a double setback on Saturday at Roman Way against Oxford II. Not only did Town go down by 60 runs, but they lost talismanic all-rounder James Sprittles to a nasty looking broken finger which will keep him out for a considerable number of matches which made this a miserable trip for the team.

Things began well enough when James Clark won the toss and inserted Oxford. Hoping to emulate last week’s victory, Roberts and Sprittles created a few near misses before Mehmood smashed a ball back to Sprittles who in trying to make a fierce return catch saw the ball smash his middle finger back forcing him to leave the field. This left Bletchley having to field with 10 men for 48 overs which they did with great credit.

Roberts was the first to make the breakthrough when after a couple of near misses, he snared Barrett caught behind. Bletchley were struggling to make inroads, and turned to the off spin of Tom Joraslafsky, who picked up a wicket in his third over, when he had Mehmood caught on the boundary for a charmed 47. The cold condiditons contributed to Bletchley dropping him 3 times in his innings, and this was arguably crucial as he set Oxford up for a good total.  Joraslafsky was in a good rhythm and he and Simpson had restricted the home side to 114-5. 

The hosts came fighting back, mainly due to number 7 Mark Sheehan, who played a counter-attacking innings on his way to an unbeaten 52. Despite Wasim Fayyaz applying the breaks with a good spell on his return to the side, the visitors passed the 200-mark. Joraslafsky combined with Ward to dismiss Geeson-Brown, to bring up the Aussie’s first 5 wicket haul for Bletchley. Joraslafsky was the pick of the bowlers taking 5-77 as the home side closed on 212-8.

Bletchley felt confident they could chase this total down despite only having ten men, and set about the reply in attacking style. However, with the score on 24, Simpson managed to divert a ball that was going well down the leg side off his boot and onto the stumps for 11. Kerry Hollis was next to go when he was trapped LBW for just 1. 

Bletchley were doing well, with Amir Hussain looking in good touch, before a top-order collapse handed the initiative to Oxford. The introduction of the promising seamer Tom Geeson-Brown saw him reduce Bletchley from 66-2 to 90-6 in just 6 overs. Hussain was amongst those as he departed for an attractive 41 in just 37 balls; but the rest of the top order struggled against his height and trajectory in the blustery conditions.

James Clark and James Ward looked as if they’d weathered the storm until Clark played on for 9, and even Mark Roberts (17) looked untroubled before he too managed to be bowled off his bat and pad as Bletchley’s final hopes evaporated.

James Ward was unbeaten on 36 and played with real purpose, but he ran out of partners as Bletchley were all out for 152 in just the 35th over. For Oxford, Geeson-Brown did the damage with 4-38, and Australian Brad Sutherland took 3-14 as Bletchley suffered a disappointing defeat.

Bletchley take on high-flying Shipton next week at Manor Fields, eager to put their day at Oxford well and truly behind them as they look to move away from the lower reaches of the table. 

	
	
	CHERWELL LEAGUE DIVISION 1
	
	
	
	
	2010
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	19th June 2010
	
	Division
	1
	
	
	
	Venue
	Roman Way, Cowley, Oxford
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	Innings of Oxford II

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Wasim
	Mehmood
	 
	 
	 
	ct Packard
	Joraslafsky
	47
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	Josh
	Barrett
	 
	 
	 
	ct Ward
	Roberts
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Brad
	Sutherland
	 
	 
	 
	ct Roberts
	Joraslafsky
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Gus
	Kennedy
	 
	 
	 
	ct & b
	Joraslafsky
	21
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Alex
	Morgan
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Simpson
	19
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Andrew
	Hall
	 
	 
	 
	ct Hollis
	Joraslafsky
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Mark
	Sheehan
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	52
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Tom
	Geeson-Brown
	 
	 
	 
	st Ward
	Joraslafsky
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Zia
	Hamid
	 
	 
	 
	ct Hussain
	Fayyaz
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Richard
	Beer
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	53 overs
	
	212
	for
	8
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Roberts
	11
	0
	37
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Sprittles
	2.4
	0
	7
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ed
	Packard
	6.2
	0
	30
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	20
	5
	77
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham
	Simpson
	5
	0
	26
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wasim 
	Fayyaz
	8
	0
	33
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Innings of Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	Bowled
	Hamad
	11
	
	 
	
	 

	2
	Edward
	Fountaine
	
	
	
	ct Kennedy
	Geeson-Brown
	15
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Kenroy
	Hollis
	
	
	
	LBW
	Beer
	1
	
	 
	
	 

	4
	Amir
	Hussain
	Bowled
	Geeson-Brown
	41
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Tom 
	Joraslafsky
	Bowled
	Geeson-Brown
	9
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Ed
	Packard
	LBW
	Geeson-Brown
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James 
	Clark
	
	
	
	Bowled
	Sutherland
	9
	
	 
	
	 

	8
	James 
	Ward
	not out
	 
	36
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Mark
	Roberts
	Bowled
	Sutherland
	17
	
	 
	
	 

	10
	Wasim
	Fayyaz
	Bowled
	Sutherland
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	James 
	Sprittles
	
	
	
	Absent Injured
	
	0
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	35 overs
	
	152
	for
	9
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Zia
	Hamad
	6
	0
	28
	1
	
	 
	 

	Richard
	Beer
	5
	1
	29
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Wasim
	Mehmood
	4
	0
	14
	0
	
	 
	 

	Tom
	Geeson-Brown
	7
	1
	38
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Brad
	Sutherland
	8
	3
	14
	3
	
	 
	 

	Adam
	Leach
	5
	1
	23
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Oxford II (25 points) beat Bletchley Town (5 points) by 60 runs


