Cricket  - Cherwell League Division One: Oxford Downs v Bletchley Town

Saturday 5th June 2010

Bletchley Town and Oxford Downs shared a draw in their Cherwell League clash on Saturday on a batsman-friendly surface over at Standlake, Oxford. Bletchley will be slightly disappointed they did not finish off their West-Oxon rivals after they had got themselves into a position to win the match.

Things started better for Bletchley when they won the toss and asked Downs to bat first. Mark Roberts justified this decision in the first over when he pinned Cantrell LBW to give Town a dream start. This brought in Oxfordshire veteran and Downs captain Daryl Woods to the crease, who alongside Wes Bartlett set about their task. 

The warm conditions were suited to batting and despite an excellent opening salvo from Roberts who was bolwing with real fire and aggression, Woods and Bartlett survived early scares and built a solid platform for Downs. With both batsman passing 50, the visitors knew they would have to try and keep the runs down, and the introduction of Graham Simpson proved crucial as he tempted Bartlett down the track who picked out Stuart Cooper at long on to depart for 64. Downs now 121-2 in the 31st over. 

Kiwi Andy Buckingham was next in, and he made a rapid 22 before holing out to Mark Grass off Simpson. Then, Callum Taylor was bowled by Simpson and Bletchley had a foothold at 168-4.  However, the last ten overs were a disaster for Bletchley as Woods pressed the accelerator pedal against some indifferent bowling and fielding, making his way to three figures. It was an excellent innings from the left-hander, who with Frankie Crouch put on 77 for the fifth wicket in just 10 overs. Woods was eventually out to Simpson who took figures of 4-100 The home side finished on 254-5 which was above their expectations as Bletchley slipped in the last ten overs.

In reply, Bletchley got off to a T20 start, losing Packard and Joraslafsky early, but scoring at nearly 10 an over. Graham Simpson and Kenroy Hollis looked in good form and set about buiding a platform to enable a run chase down the order. Hollis was rolling back the years with a series of drives and clips, and at one point hit 6 boundaries in consecutive balls as Bletchley sensed an opportunity. However, having passed his half century at a run a ball, Hollis was too early on a long-hop and spooned it to mid-on for an invaluable 60. Bletchley were now 130-3 after 25 overs and well up with the run rate. 

The mercurial Amir Hussain was in next, but he was quickly on his way after hitting a full toss to square leg to give Amin Rafiq his second wicket. At this point, Bletchley lost impetus, losing Fountaine, Ward and Grass for single figure scores as the middle order failed against the leg-spin of Daryl Johnson who picked up 3 wickets and Rafiq (2-25). Simpson was still there but he needed support with Bletchley now at 163-7 with only 9 scheduled overs to go.

James Clark joined Simpson, still with the intention of winning the match. However, Simpson was tiring at the other end and the re-introduction of paceman Simon Launder accounted for Simpson who was pouched at second slip for an excellent 80 to add to his wickets earlier in the day. This left Clark and Roberts together who with a possible victory in sight had to mix defence and aggression given Bletchley were 8 wickets down. It proved a bridge too far as Town closed on 238-8 to finish only 16 runs short. Clark scored an unbeaten 30, whilst Roberts impressed with an unbeaten 27. 

Bletchley collected ten points from this match, and are keen to get their first win on the board when the entertain Cumnor at Manor Fields this Saturday.  
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	Innings of Oxford Downs

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	James
	Cantrell
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Roberts
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	Wes
	Bartlett
	 
	 
	 
	ct Cooper
	Simpson
	64
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Daryl
	Woods
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Simpson
	123
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Andy
	Buckingham
	 
	 
	 
	ct Grass
	Simpson
	22
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Callum
	Taylor
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Simpson
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Frankie
	Crouch
	 
	 
	 
	Not Out
	 
	22
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James
	Florey
	 
	 
	 
	Not Out
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	53 overs
	
	254
	for
	5
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Roberts
	14
	4
	59
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ed
	Packard
	4
	1
	13
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Clark
	3
	0
	20
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	13
	0
	60
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham
	Simpson
	19
	0
	100
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Innings of Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	ct Taylor
	Launder
	80
	
	 
	
	 

	2
	Ed
	Packard
	
	
	
	ct Cantrell
	Taylor
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	
	
	
	ct Taylor
	Launder
	1
	
	 
	
	 

	4
	Kenroy
	Hollis
	ct Florey
	Rafiq
	60
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Amir
	Hussain
	ct Cantrell
	Rafiq
	4
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Ed
	Fountaine
	LBW
	Johnson
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James 
	Ward
	
	
	
	LBW
	Johnson
	1
	
	 
	
	 

	8
	Mark
	Grass
	LBW
	Johnson
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	James 
	Clark
	not out
	
	30
	
	 
	
	 

	10
	Mark
	Roberts
	not out
	 
	27
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	21
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	54 overs
	
	229
	for
	8
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Simon
	Launder
	13
	4
	49
	2
	
	 
	 

	Callum
	Taylor
	7
	0
	58
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Daryl
	Johnson
	20
	5
	63
	3
	
	 
	 

	Mohsin
	Patel
	3
	0
	29
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Amin
	Rafiq
	9
	1
	25
	2
	
	 
	 

	James 
	Florey
	2
	0
	8
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Bletchley Town (10 points) drew with Oxford Downs (16 points)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


