Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Oxford Downs v Bletchley Town 

Saturday 16th July 2011

Bletchley Town’s trip to league leaders Oxford Downs ended in a rain-affected draw on Saturday though James Clark’s men were victims of the ridiculous rain rules that govern the Cherwell League, and the Manor Fields side were frustrated despite a positive improvement from the previous week.

In a match shortened to just 70 overs, the rain rules dictate that the team batting first must have 40 overs in which to bat, which meant that the team batting second only get 30 – which is a huge advantage in a shortened game, and even more so with the bonus points system designed to favour teams who bat first. Therefore, when Downs captain Daryl Woods won the toss, he had no hesitation in batting first on a dry pitch despite all the morning rain due to the fantastic covers and facilities at Oxford Downs and their ground staff.

Although disappointed to not be batting, Bletchley’s opening attack of James Sprittles and Mark Roberts bowled superbly from the start. They beat the bat with regularity, and showed all their experience and nous to keep the run rate at a premium. Downs’ Justin Cantrell is an explosive batsmen, and having smashed 81 in just 60 balls earlier in the season at Manor Fields, his wicket was going to be crucial, and when he had reached just 12, Sprittles hurried one onto him and he mis-timed a pull shot that Mark Grass brilliantly caught at mid-on in the swirling wind running round. Further joy was had when Mark Roberts removed Sutton LBW for just 7.

Left-handed Woods, often a thorn in Bletchley’s side over the years was in with Kiwi Andy Buckingham. However, Sprittles and Roberts bowled well to a plan and Woods’ runs dried up. It was just what Bletchley deserved when Woods tried to work a straight ball from Sprittles to leg and he gave Clark a low catch at mid-wicket. 

With over half the overs gone, Bletchley were in a strong position, which was further confirmed when Roberts claimed the wicket of Hardy who was caught nonchalantly by Premnath at mid-wicket for 10. Downs now 67-4. However, Downs have a long batting line up, and in Andy Buckingham, a top player at this level. In partnership with Will Watts, the pair started to ease the pressure with some attacking stroke play.

With Roberts and Sprittles tiring after long spells, the change bowling was not as effective, and even though Watts survived a seemingly regulation nick behind, he continued with Buckingham as the pair began to open their shoulders. Wright in particular was dealt with harshly by Buckingham who was now on the rampage.

Watts was run out by Clark for 38, but Buckingham continued to smash his way to an unbeaten 88 as the home side hit 102 in the last 10 overs to propel them to 196-5 in their 40 overs. Mark Roberts (2-33 in 14 overs) and James Sprittles (2-90 in 19 overs) bowled manfully but Bletchley were missing 2 of their 3 slow bowlers and it showed as the home side cashed in.

With the points system the way it is, Bletchley had to get to 167 to even make the trip worthwhile (instead of a rained-off 6 points each affair). Things began badly as Matt Shepherd was bowled by Lester Smart for 4. Kenwynne Hollis was next to go for 7 as Downs rotated their bowlers with increasing regularity. 

Bletchley were behind the rate, so Saxon Wright was promoted to number 4 to up the tempo, and in partnership with Raj Lall, Bletchley began to take the attack to Downs. However, the home side made it tough for Bletchley to break the shackles and Wright was bowled for 17 with the score on 67. Ramanadanpulle was also promoted up the order as Bletchley sought quick runs. He was run out for 11 as the visitors tried to get bonus points but was running out of overs.

Raj Lall was still in though, and he looked assured on his way to 50, a welcome return to form for the former MK City batsman who has been a real credit to the club in his first season, and he richly deserved the applause of his teammates. However, the next over, Lall went for one shot too many and was bowled by Daryl Johnson. With Sprittles and Premnath falling cheaply trying to up the ante, James Ward and James Clark opted to bat the last 3 overs out to pick up a draw for the visitors.

Although Bletchley were never in any danger of losing, they were unable to sustain a run-chase given the size of the task they faced. Buckingham’s 88 had taken the game away from them, but there was plenty to be positive about such as Lall’s half-century and the continued form of talisman Mark Roberts with the ball.

Bletchley face 4th placed Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts on Saturday at Manor Fields, and will be targeting a win to lift them out of the danger zone. Town were helped by Oxford II’s capitulation to Great & Little Tew and are only 2 points behind them going into next week. 
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Date 16th July 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Daryl Woods ct Clark Sprittles 20

2 Justin Cantrell ct Grass Sprittles 12

3 Tim Sutton LBW Roberts 7

4 Andy Buckingham Not Out 88

5 Tim Hardy ct Premnath Roberts 10

6 Will Watts Run Out 38

7 Matt Pearson Not Out 12

8

9

10

11

extras 9

Total 40 overs 196 for 5 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark Roberts 14 2 33 2

James Sprittles 19 4 90 2

Saxon Wright 4 0 38 0

Jude Ramanadananpulle 3 0 28 0

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Raj Bowled Johnson 50

2 Matt Shepherd Bowled Smart 4

3 Kenwynne Hollis ct Cantrell Johnson 7

4 Saxon  Bowled Johnson 17

5 Jude Run Out 11

6 James ct Launder Watts 0

7 Abs Premnath ct Woods Watts 6

8 James not out 9

9 James not out 1

10

11

extras 2

Total 30 overs 107 for 7 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Lester Smart 6 3 12 1

Harry Sutton 4 1 14 0

Daryl  Johnson 10 4 19 3

Tim Hardy 2 0 13 0

Justin  Cantrell 2 0 14 0

Will Watts 6 0 34 2

INNINGS OF Bletchley Town
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Oxford Downs v Bletchley Town
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Oxford Downs (17 points) drew with Bletchley Town (3 points) 
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