Cherwell League Div. 1: Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts v Bletchley Town

Saturday 21st May 2010

Bletchley Town suffered a third successive defeat as they succumbed to a Mark Strong inspired Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts on Saturday by seven wickets. It could have been oh so different for Town had they built on a good start, but a batting collapse meant that their 135 was never going to be enough against a team high on confidence.

Bletchley gave debuts to teenagers Ben Talbot and Ricardo Brown in a team which was missing the injured Kenroy Hollis and influential wicketkeeper-batsman James Ward. James Clark won the toss and decided to bat, knowing he had three spinners to call on later in the game. 

Town got off to a steady start as Matt Shepherd continued to impress, with a series of boundaries off the bowling of Ayaz Khan. Just as the openers seemed to have seen off the new ball, Graham Simpson chased a wide one and was caught behind for 5. Shepherd, in tandem with Raj Lall (23) looked in good touch and the visitors had reached 74-1 in 21 overs which looked a good platform to build on. However, Shepherd was bowled by Alam for a purposeful 38, and the 15-year old continues to look every inch a top player.

Three overs later, with Nondies captain Mark Strong coming into the attack, disaster struck for Bletchley as Lall was given out caught behind after a ball that spun sharply out of the rough. The tide was turning and the brakes were being applied by the home side. Shabaz Alam (1-22 in 11 overs) bowled a tight spell while Strong wheeled away at the other end building the pressure each over. Next to go was James Sprittles who played an uncharacteristically ugly shot to be cleaned up for a duck.

Ramanadnanpulle and youngster Talbot followed in quick succession to Strong to leave Bletchley perilous on 97-6 having wasted such a good start. With the runs drying up, captain James Clark skied one to mid-off in a rush of blood, to give Strong his fifth wicket. When Wright and Roberts succumbed to Sanjay Vinajmoor, Bletchley had only secured one batting point at 113-9. However, a stand of 22 between the last pair of Abhinav Premnath (14) and Ricardo Brown (7 not out) took Bletchley to 135 all out before Khan returned to dismiss Premnath. Nondies captain Mark Strong destroyed the middle order to finish with 5-18 in 12 overs as Bletchley really made a mess of a good start and made it very difficult for their bowlers to salvage anything from the match.

Knowing that Bletchley needed quick wickets, Bletchley opened up with Sprittles and the in-form Mark Roberts. However, nothing really went right for the visitors as the Nondies openers looked relatively assured. It was only when Graham Simpson entered the fray that Bletchley made the breakthrough when Pablo Mukherjee nicked behind to keeper Matt Shepherd.

Any hopes that Bletchley could ‘get out of jail free’ were quickly extinguished as number 3, Jordan Gillies played an enterprising innings that resulted in him being grassed on three occasions on his way to a match-winning 52. Despite all combinations of bowlers, Bletchley couldn’t find a breakthrough until debutant Ricardo Brown, who had troubled Gillies and stopped him from scoring, enticed him into one shot too many, and Shepherd completed a sharp stumping. However, the game had now passed Bletchley by as Tim Rattigan (52 not out) looked at ease. 

Brown’s next over saw him bowl Guthrie with his arm ball for 2, and pick up an impressive 2-16 in 8 overs which was a real plus for Bletchley on a day where little went right. Nondies eased home in the 38th over to win by seven wickets.

It was a disappointing performance from a very young Bletchley side, with 5 players under the age of 21 in the side and little 1st XI experience. However, it is still early, and one win will make a huge difference to the confidence of the young team. Bletchley entertain Great & Little Tew on Saturday at Manor Fields, keen to put their first win on the board after a difficult start.
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Date 21st May 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Graham Simpson ct Guthrie Khan 5

2 Matt Shepherd Bowled Alam 38

3 Raj Lall ct Guthrie Strong 23

4 James Sprittles Bowled Strong 0

5 James Clark ct Oakley Strong 14

6 Jude Ramadanapulle ct & bowled Strong 8

7 Ben Talbot Bowled Strong 0

8 Mark Roberts LBW Vinjamoor 12

9 Saxon Wright Bowled Vinjamoor 1

10 Abs Premnath ct Green Khan 14

11 Ricardo Brown not out 7

extras 13

Total 49.4 overs 135 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Ed Oakley 13 4 30 0

Ayaz Khan 8.4 0 51 2

Shabaz Alam 11 5 22 1

Mark Strong 12 5 18 5

Sanjay Vinjamoor 5 0 8 2

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Tim Not out 52

2 Pablo Mukherjee ct Shepherd Simpson 22

3 Jordan Gillies st Shepherd Brown 52

4 Jon Bowled Brown 2

5 Shabaz Not out 0

6

7

8

9

10

11

extras 8

Total 34 overs 136 for 3 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

James  Sprittles 3 0 15 0

Mark Roberts 6 1 25 0

Graham Simpson 6 0 33 1

Jude  Ramadananpulle 8 1 24 0

Ricardo Brown 8 3 16 2

Saxon  Wright 3 0 17 0

Surname

Innings of Nondies

Surname

Rattigan

Division Bletchingdon

Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts v Bletchley Town - scorecard

Innings of Bletchley Town

Guthrie



Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts (25 points) beat Bletchley Town (5 points) by 7 wickets



Alam


