North Crawley II v Bletchley Town 3rd XI

22nd May 2010

Another Saturday, another day of glorious weather. Due to work commitments we had lost Khush and Nick to the 2nds but had gained Euan and Ben, a fair swap I think. There was a doubt in my mind though, how would we manage with no Nick Chapmans (
Matt and Tom W strode out, Matt looking for his 5th consecutive score of 50 +.

Tom and Matt got off to a solid start, however Tom was bowled for 10 after 7 overs, missing a full toss, Kevin came in looking confident with the score at 19-1, Kevin walked back looking less than confident having successfully moved the scoreboard along, from 19-1 to 19-2, another addition to the ‘Wall of Shame’ ( Currently Sponsored by Mr Nick Chapman ) on the website. 

Ali was pushed up the order to no 4 having amassed 39 runs the week before, he has now been pushed back down the order !!! Ali was bowled for 4 runs and we were 34 for 3 after 11 overs and North Crawley were justifiably buoyed by this turn of events.

It was time for plan B, send out the fat bloke with no footwork to bore them to death while Matt added the runs.  This was the pattern for the next 20 overs, Matt moved on to 50 and was then dropped on 51, I left a lot, played a few, smacked a couple of trademark leg side fours and managed to hit a student sat asleep on the boundary, job done   (  The opening bowler was brought back on and I got the tiniest nick which carried through to the keeper, half due to good spirit, half due to being knackered I chose to walk and Nick Russell came in, his spell had obviously tired him out as well as he was back having added 2 runs. 

Matt in the meantime had reached 64 runs and was finally undone by an inswinger that trapped him LBW, a fact much disputed by himself, he was right though, it was definitely missing leg stump, the fact that it was about 6 inches off the ground and would have ripped out middle stump was missed by him  (
Fletch and Ben were now at the crease with 12 or so overs left, Ben loosened up and added an excellent and valuable 33 with a variety of strong shots, including a 6 back over the bowlers head. Fletch played a valuable supporting role, playing his 1 cover drive for the season and then running out Ben a few balls later !! Welcome to the long list of  Fletch’s runout victims Ben (
Euan replaced Ben and carried on where he had left off adding 24 before being bowled, Fletch followed soon after and going into the final over Sri and Chris were the last pair, Sri sneaked a quick single and Chris was out first ball, we had 216 on the board and played as close to plan as we could have done, build a decent score, keep some wickets in hand and then push for the last 10 overs.

Tea was taken, Fletch choosing the softer dishes on the menu, having lost a tooth earlier on in the day, I guess that day comes to us all, when our bodies fall apart at the merest touch !! 

We opened with Euan and Chris, Euan his usual self, 3 good balls an over, 1 great one and 2 absolute garbage !!!  He was rewarded in the 3rd over with a wicket though and again in the 7th, having had a chance put down by both Shepherds. Chris at the other end was not his normal self and they managed to put him away quite easily, he toiled hard however for 5 overs but was replaced by Ben, who took an important wicket in his 2nd over, sending their opener back to the pavilion on 30. Ali replaced Euan at the other end and was instrumental in running out their no 4 for 13 after a comedy yes/no/yes/no/yes quick single that never was. Ali was also robbed of another wicket by Fletch, spilling an absolute dolly at 1st slip, he decided the only way was to shatter the stumps himself and by the power of his cankles did so and sent another one back to the pavilion. Fletch bowled 3 overs and burgled the wicket off another tail ender, 

With 19 overs and 2 wickets in hand, trailing by 100 runs it was time to unleash the new bowlers, Sri and Nick bowled a few overs, Nick taking a wicket with his 2nd ball, Sri bowling some great balls that beat the batsman all ends up but narrowly failing to take a wicket. Rumours of sledging sunburnt ginger / strawberry blonde players at this point are entirely without foundation. I categorically did not advise the batsman that there was a some crap on the end of his bat, nor did I, when he looked at the toe advise him that it was at the other end ;)  And I definitely didn’t laugh when he stared intently at the handle of his bat before finally cottoning on (
It was time to really confuse the batsmen now, Euan was returned into the attack from one end, with my pace at the other. I softened the last remaining batsman up with my pace, forcing him back with every ball before Euan came on and took the last wicket just as I was about to unleash my pace !!

We ended up winning by 87 runs, a good win on a hot day, I don’t think we would have lost with 200 + runs on the board but it was nice to get an outright win. 

A top effort by all involved and a pretty emphatic first win of the season, hopefully another one due next week at Aspley Guise.

Congratulations to Matt again, another half century plus another 60 on Sunday.

Bletchley Batting

	
	
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	Matt Shepherd
	LBW
	Coyle
	64

	2
	Tom Woodwards
	Bowled
	Coyle
	10

	3
	Kevin Gladwin
	Bowled
	Coyle
	0

	4
	Ali Dawson
	Bowled
	Adams
	4

	5
	Jason Heenan
	Ct Keeper
	Coyle
	24

	6
	Nick Russell
	Bowled
	Parris
	2

	7
	Richard Fletcher
	Ct Patel
	Hargreaves
	16

	8
	Ben Shepherd
	RUN
	OUT
	33

	9
	Euan Hobbs
	Bowled
	Patel
	24

	10
	Sri Singh
	NOT
	OUT
	1

	11
	Chris Weissang
	Bowled
	Patel
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	38

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	216 ao


North Crawley Bowling

	Name
	
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coyle
	
	10
	1
	37
	4

	Adams
	
	10
	0
	31
	1

	Patel
	
	10
	0
	31
	2

	Hargreaves
	
	7
	0
	56
	1

	Parris
	
	6
	0
	31
	1

	Singh
	
	1
	0
	15
	0


North Crawley Batting

	
	
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	C Stapleton
	Bowled
	Hobbs
	8

	2
	K Singh
	Bowled
	Shepherd
	30

	3
	M Hargreaves
	Bowled
	Hobbs
	2

	4
	K Patel
	RUN
	OUT
	13

	5
	C Bryce
	Bowled
	Dawson
	12

	6
	D Ball
	Ct Woodwards
	Shepherd
	6

	7
	P Coyle
	Bowled
	Russell
	3

	8
	N Adams
	Bowled
	Hobbs
	19

	9
	M Parris
	LBW
	Fletcher
	3

	10
	C Randall
	NOT
	OUT
	5

	11
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	28

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	129 ao


Bletchley Bowling

	Name
	
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chris Weissang
	
	5
	1
	30
	0

	Euan Hobbs
	
	7.4
	0
	24
	3

	Ben Shepherd
	
	7
	2
	14
	2

	Ali Dawson
	
	7
	0
	18
	1

	Richard Fletcher
	
	3
	0
	14
	1

	Nick Russell
	
	3
	1
	5
	1

	Sri Singh
	
	4
	0
	16
	0

	Jason Heenan
	
	1
	1
	0
	0


Bletchley 30 points, North Crawley 7 points.

