Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Leighton Buzzard Town v Bletchley Town

Saturday 4th June 2010

Bletchley Town made it two wins on the bounce with a thrilling 2-wicket win over local rivals Leighton Buzzard in a pulsating clash at Bell Close in Cherwell League Division One. It was a fantastic team effort from Bletchley which saw them prevail with only one ball to spare in a nail-biting finish, despite a superb individual performance from Leighton’s Jack Kempster which had threatened to ruin their day.

Bletchley’s skipper James Clark won the toss and elected to field, keen to exploit a similar reaction to last week’s demolition of Great & Little Tew. Australian paceman Saxon Wright soon found a good rhythm bowling up the hill and was beating the outside edge with regularity. It was no surprise when he outfoxed Thompson who was caught athletically by Simpson at 2nd slip. Further joy was to come for Wright when he removed dangerman Phil Whatmore for a duck with a ball that found his outside edge to ‘keeper James Ward. 

Leighton were soon 3 wickets down as Kirk Brazier’s (25) breezy innings was ended by Wright as the opener hit tamely to point. At the other end, the usually reliable James Sprittles was out-of-sorts and he was replaced in the ninth over by James Clark, deputising as first-change bowler for the unavailable Mark Roberts. This stemmed the run-flow and although Leighton had moved onto 70-3, Bletchley knew that they were right in the game. James Bishop had reached 28 before he was trapped leg-before by Clark for 28 and he was quickly followed by Leighton captain Anthony Francis who drove Clark to cover for just a single. Leighton were now in trouble at 76-5.


The wicket was still good and true, and as Bletchley turned to spin. Jack Kempster and Tom Light began to get a foothold, with the former playing some excellent shots to bring up his half century. Bletchley were starting to run out of ideas as Leighton had moved serenely onto 146-5 with 16 overs to go, and a big total loomed. However, the hosts had not encountered Jude Ramanadnanpulle before, and he began to work his craft with a magical spell that swung the game back in Bletchley’s favour. First of all, he tempted Light down the pitch to be stumped by Ward for 22 before removing the lower order cheaply despite the best efforts of Kempster who was the last man out caught on the boundary for a brilliant 89. Ramanadnanpulle picked up 4-21, his best figures at this level as the hosts were bundled out for 187. 

For Bletchley, Saxon Wright’s improvement continued as he took 3-28 in 10 overs, and James Clark’s tidy 2-20 helped restrict Leighton, though Graham Simpson could consider himself unfortunate as he put in a marathon spell for scant reward, as his 18 overs came at a cost of 52 for just one wicket. 

Bletchley knew they had to go all out for victory having won the toss and electing to field. Openers Matt Shepherd and Graham Simpson initially struggled against the Leighton opening attack of Jack Kempster and Alan Priestly, and in the 7th over, Kempster removed Shepherd for 5. Raj Lall (14) and Simpson (21) continued and seemed to have weathered the early storm before disaster struck in successive overs as both batsmen were dismissed. This brought together the enigmatic Mark Grass, promoted up the order and playing against his former club, with all-rounder James Sprittles. This pair began to accelerate the scoring rate, though just as Grass looked set to cut loose, he hit an innocuous delivery from Francis to point for 16. Clark came and followed quickly with a poor shot to backward point to be caught for just 4 to leave Bletchley were 98-5 with 19 overs to spare.

Enter James Ward, whose counter-attacking ability with the bat was just the perfect tonic, as he and Sprittles took Bletchley to 141-5 in 9 overs to set up a grandstand finish until disaster struck. After smashing a cover drive from the returning Kempster for 4, the next delivery by the Leighton bowler was short and as Ward rocked back to pull it square, he was beaten for pace and the ball crashed into his mouth and knocked the Bletchley ‘keeper over onto his stumps. After a lengthy stoppage, Ward was led from the field with blood pouring from his wound, and to compound his misery, he was rightly given out for 23, hit wicket.

Bletchley then lost Ramanadnanpulle quickly before James Sprittles, who had played an excellent innings once again was out caught-behind off Kempster for a superb 45. With Bletchley now 154-8, needing another 34 for victory from just 7 overs, the balance had swung back in Leighton’s favour. 

Saxon Wright and Ian Smith were at the crease and with Jack Kempster (4-28 from 14 overs) on fire, it was going to be a tough ask. However, the young Bletchley batsmen gradually whittled down the target with some excellent running between the wickets, which was helped when in the 44th over, Smith found the boundary twice with two crisp shots to give Bletchley a great chance of victory. Francis returned and bowled a maiden to Wright meaning that Bletchley needed 4 to win from the last over.

After scrambling two singles, there were two dot balls to Smith. On the penultimate ball of the match, Smith and Wright managed to get the required runs courtesy of leg-byes to send the visiting players balcony into raptures. Ian Smith was unbeaten on 21 and Wright unbeaten on 7 to cap a fantastic team effort from the visitors. It was a tense finish to an excellent game soured only by the injury to Ward. 

Next week, Bletchley, who are up to seventh after the win, entertain high-flying Cumnor at Manor Fields with both sides in good form having secured back-to-back victories in the Cherwell League. 
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Date 4th June 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Kirk Brazier ct Smith Wright 25

2 Chris Thompson ct Simpson Wright 0

3 Phil Whatmore ct Ward Wright 0

4 James Bishop LBW Clark 28

5 Jack Kempster ct Wright Ramanadnanpulle 89

6 Anthony Francis ct Sprittles Clark 1

7 Tom Light st Ward Ramanadnanpulle 22

8 Alfie Ruston ct Brown Simpson 0

9 Tim O'Leary LBW Ramanadnanpulle 4

10 Adam Culley ct Grass Ramanadnanpulle 6

11 Alan Priestly Not Out 0

extras 12

Total 51.3 overs 187 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

James Sprittles 4 0 32 0

Saxon Wright 10 2 28 3

James Clark 7 2 20 2

Graham Simpson 18 3 52 1

Ricardo Brown 5 0 24 0

Jude Ramanadananpulle 7.3 0 21 4

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Graham Bowled Priestly 21

2 Matt Shepherd Bowled Kempster 5

3 Raj Lall ct Whatmore Francis 14

4 Mark ct Light Francis 16

5 James ct O'Leary Kempster 45

6 James ct Thompson Light 4

7 James Ward Hit Wicket Kempster 23

8 Jude ct Thompson Kempster 6

9 Saxon not out 7

10 Ian not out 21

11

extras 26

Total 47.5 overs 188 for 8 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Jack Kempster 14 7 28 4

Alan Priestly 16.5 2 74 1

Anthony Francis 10 3 38 2

Tom Light 7 0 36 1

Wright

Smith

Division Bell Close, Leighton Buzzard

Leighton Buzzard Town v Bletchley Town

Innings of Leighton Buzzard Town

Surname

INNINGS OF Bletchley Town

Surname

Simpson

Grass



Bletchley Town (25 points) beat Leighton Buzzard Town (11 points) by 2 wickets



Sprittles

Clark

Ramanadnanpulle


