Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Great & Little Tew v Bletchley Town

Saturday 30th July 2011

Bletchley Town were blown away by Great & Little Tew’s pace attack in Saturday’s Cherwell League clash as the home side avenged their defeat to Bletchley earlier in the season with a 6-wicket victory.

 Victory for in-form Tew was all set up by the hosts young pace attack which blew Bletchley away in a devastating 20 minute period when the visitors went from 27-1 after 10 overs in what appeared to be a steady start to the innings, to 47-9 at one stage. Bletchley lost the toss and were asked to bat on a good hard pitch that did have a tinge of green to it. A reshuffle in the batting order did not go quite to plan when Graham Simpson was bowled for 2 early on by Liam Manley.

Raj Lall and Kenroy Hollis dug in for Town, and even though Lall was peppered by Gloucestershire bowler Matt Taylor, and Hollis saw one crash into his shoulder, the visitors were getting a foothold into the game, before Lall was clean-bowled by Taylor for 10. In the same over, Matt Shepherd was unluckily caught at short leg fending off another ball from Taylor.

Hollis and Ward went in the next over to Manley – both players bowled, before Taylor snared James Clark caught behind for a duck. Bletchley had lost 5 wickets for 1 run inside 3 overs. Tew’s onslaught was led by Matt Taylor (3-16) – the young seamer who had played twice for Gloucestershire in the CB40 matches in the previous week was having a devastating effect in tandem with fellow left-armer, Liam Manley (3-35).

Things got worse for Town as Tew captain Andy Harris removed Sprittles, caught brilliantly at second slip and Grass before bowling Ramanadanpulle for another duck. Town were in serious trouble at 47-9, however, some light relief came in the form of Saxon Wright who hit a useful unbeaten 18, and last man Mark Roberts who added 12 to take Bletchley up to 76 all out before Harris bounced Roberts out to finish with 4-21. As much as the visitors were disappointed, it was an excellent bowling performance from the hosts who really showed why they have been wining matches of late.

Bletchley knew they had to get wickets to salvage any points from the game, and they battled away manfully. In-form Mark Roberts had Hubbert caught down the leg-side for 0 as Bletchley began well. However, the Bletchley bowlers didn’t quite have the same pace as the Tew attack, and slowly but surely, Edmund Gross (25) and Harry Smith (23) took the sting out of the new ball attack. 

Jude Ramanadanpulle struck in his second over dismissing Smith LBW with his zooter, before James Sprittles had Gross caught at mid-wicket by Simpson. Slatter followed shortly after, bowled by Sprittles, but Robbie Shurmer (22 not out) saw Tew home by 6 wickets. 

Bletchley are now really in a straight race with Oxford II to ensure they are not the other side falling out of the trap-door at the end of the season, and Bletchley host in-form Leighton Buzzard Town, who have won 4 out of their last 5 matches on Saturday at Manor Fields keen to arrest their own slump of late.
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Date 30th July 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Graham Bowled Manley 2

2 Raj Lall Bowled Taylor 10

3 Kenroy Hollis Bowled Manley 12

4 Matt ct Gross Taylor 0

5 James ct Slatter Harris 4

6 James Bowled Manley 0

7 James Clark ct Hubbert Taylor 0

8 Mark ct Hubbert Harris 8

9 Saxon not out 18

10 Jude Bowled Harris 0

11 Mark Roberts ct Shurmer Harris 12

extras 10

Total 22.2 overs 76 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Matt  Taylor 7 3 16 3

Liam Manley 11 5 35 3

Andy Harris 4.2 0 21 4

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Harry LBW Ramanadanpulle 23

2 Ashley Hubbert ct Ward Roberts 0

3 Edmund Gross ct Simpson Sprittles 25

4 Robbie Not Out 22

5 Curtley Bowled Sprittles 4

6 Robbie Not Out 6

7

8

9

10

11

extras 0

Total 23.5 overs 80 for 4 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark Roberts 7 1 18 1

Saxon Wright 4 0 13 0

James Sprittles 6 1 31 2

Jude Ramanadanpulle5.5 2 12 1

Graham Simpson 1 0 6 0

Shurmer

G& L Tew  (25 points) beat Bletchley (4 points) by 6 wickets
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