Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Challow & Childrey v Bletchley Town 

Saturday 15th May 2010 

Bletchley Town’s season finally got underway on Saturday in a high scoring draw with hosts Challow & Childrey. Whilst Town can be pleased with their efforts, the performances of the three debutants provided even greater encouragement for the season ahead.

Skipper James Clark lost the toss, and Challow had no hesitation on deciding to bat first on a featherbed pitch. Bletchley made the breakthrough in the seventh over, when Challow opener Phillips (28), who had survived a strong appeal earlier in the over mistimed a pull shot to mid on, and the effervescent Mark Roberts had his first victim. This brought Ian Demain to the crease, who was quickly into his stride, and was particularly harsh on anything wide of off stump.

The home side were scoring over 5 runs an over on a lightning outfield, and Bletchley’s lack of matches appeared to be taking its toll on the bowlers. Town had to wait until the 25th over before Graham Simpson snared Dimbelow for 34, but by this time the hosts were well placed on 123-2.

Bletchley then missed an opportunity when in the same over, Demain, then on 57, gave a difficult chance, but Dave Warwick couldn’t hold on and with the help of Nigel Hill (31), the home side were finding life easy on a placid pitch. It wasn’t until the introduction of Wasim Fayyaz that Bletchley managed to slow the scoring rate. Fayyaz had his reward soon after when he enticed Hill down the pitch to allow Ward to complete a simple stumping.  

Challow continued to attack, and Demain reached 3 figures off 117 balls – an excellent innings. He was being helped by Robbie Owen who played an inventive innings of 39 before he hit Fayyaz to Sprittles at cover. Demain went for 110 to Fayyaz trying to force the pace. Fayyaz continued to apply the breaks to the Challow innings by mixing his pace and deliveries, and was duly rewarded a 5-wicket haul on debut when in the last over of the innings, Sprittles took a superb catch at cover to dismiss Burry. 

Challow closed on 274-7 after their 53 overs, Wasim Fayyaz the pick of the bowlers on debut with 5-43. 

Bletchley knew they would have to get a good start to chase down such a total. However, Bletchley only scored 29 in the first 10 overs for the loss of Stuart Cooper who offered a return catch for 6 and Graham Simpson (23) when he was adjudged LBW to David Slade.

With the score at 29-2, Bletchley’s innings was in the hands of two debutants, Tom Joraslafsky and Amir Hussain. Between them, they steadily rebuilt the innings mixing defence with an array of sparkling stroke play. Hussain quickly found his range, and took a particular liking to Challow off spinner Lee Stevens, who he dispatched for 5 boundaries in his first over to bring up a superb 50 off just 41 balls. Just as Hussain looked set for a big score, he mistimed a pull shot and was caught at mid-on for an eye-catching 55. 

The middle order needed to support Joraslafsky who was going along nicely at the other end. However, Bletchley lost wickets at regular intervals trying to force the pace, as Sprittles, Packard, Roberts and Warwick all made double figures but could not go on. In the meantime, Joraslafsky brought up his half century on debut. 

With time slipping away, Bletchley decided to save the game, so James Clark came into to resolutely defend the remaining 20 minutes along with Joraslafsky who ended the game unbeaten on 72. Town took 10 bonus points in total on their way to a creditable 229-8 as the game ended in a draw.

Next week, Bletchley face Bourton Vale, who having won both of their games are sitting top at this early stage. The signs are promising though, and Bletchley can take good heart from this performance.
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	Innings of Challow & Childrey

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Owen
	Dimbelow
	 
	 
	 
	ct Ward
	Simpson
	34
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	James
	Phillips
	 
	 
	 
	ct Fayyaz
	Roberts
	28
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Ian
	Demain
	 
	 
	 
	st Ward
	Fayyaz
	110
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Nigel
	Hill
	 
	 
	 
	st Ward
	Fayyaz
	31
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Robbie
	Owen
	 
	 
	 
	ct Sprittles
	Fayyaz
	39
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Steve
	Burry
	 
	 
	 
	ct Sprittles
	Fayyaz
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Ollie
	Dimbelow
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Fayyaz
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Lee
	Stevens
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	James
	Harris
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	53 overs
	
	274
	for
	7
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Roberts
	5
	1
	29
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Sprittles
	7
	0
	41
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ed
	Packard
	7
	1
	23
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tom 
	Joraslafsky
	9
	0
	63
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Clark
	4
	1
	19
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham 
	Simpson
	8
	0
	50
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wasim
	Fayyaz
	13
	0
	43
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	INNINGS OF Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	LBW
	Slade
	23
	
	 
	
	 

	2
	Stuart
	Cooper
	
	
	
	ct & b
	Ollie Dimbelow
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	
	
	Not Out
	
	72
	
	 
	
	 

	4
	Amir
	Hussain
	ct Demain
	Harris
	55
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	James
	Sprittles
	LBW
	Stevens
	12
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Ed
	Packard
	st Burry
	Phillips
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Mark
	Roberts
	
	
	
	Bowled
	Phillips
	10
	
	 
	
	 

	8
	James
	Ward
	LBW
	Slade
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Dave
	Warwick
	ct Stevens
	Slade
	12
	
	 
	
	 

	10
	James
	Clark
	Not Out
	 
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	53 overs
	
	229
	for
	8
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ollie
	Dimbelow
	6
	4
	3
	1
	
	 
	 

	David 
	Slade
	13
	1
	63
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Ryan
	Alderson
	5
	0
	29
	0
	
	 
	 

	James
	Harris
	8
	0
	31
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Lee
	Stevens
	9
	1
	54
	1
	
	 
	 

	James
	Phillips
	11
	3
	33
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Nigel 
	Hill
	1
	0
	4
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Challow & Childrey (16 points) drew with Bletchley Town (10 points)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


