Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Buckingham Town v Bletchley Town

Saturday 10th July 2010 

Bletchley Town upset the form book on Saturday with a Tom Joraslafsky inspired victory against local rivals Buckingham Town at Bourton Meadow. Bletchley came into this game having suffered three defeats on the bounce, but their best performance of the season so far saw Bletchley to their first league away success by 37 runs.

James Clark won the toss for Bletchley and elected to bat first on a good looking pitch. Graham Simpson and Ed Packard opened up for the visitors, and despite a lively opening burst from Buckingham’s opening attack, settled in to put on a stand of 51. Just as the home side’s attack began to wilt, Packard (28) who looked to have rediscovered his touch drove Jason Ell to mid-on. Simpson was looking comfortable enough, and in partnership with Kenzie Hollis took the score onto 83 before Vish Valambhia trapped Hollis LBW with his slower ball.

A mini-collapse ensued where Valambhia and off-spinner Dan Harris reduced Bletchley to 106-5. Joraslafsky and Cooper went cheaply to Harris, and then Graham Simpson (44) who played with calm authority was undone by a great delivery by Valambhia. Skipper James Clark in partnership with keeper James Ward looked to get the visitors’ innings back on track. The pair put on 48 in 8 overs until Clark (38) was trapped LBW just as he was getting into top gear. Sadly for Bletchley, the innings fell away quickly thereafter as the tail folded against Harris who took 5-47 and Valambhia who was impressive in taking 4-25 in 13 overs. Ward was unbeaten on 15 as Bletchley closed on 169 all out. The visitors felt they were probably a few short of what they required, but knew they had been bowling well in recent weeks.

Bletchley knew a good start would be needed against Buckingham’s much vaunted batting line up, and they got a real boost in the first over when danger-man Rob Large played an uncharacteristically loose shot and was caught by Joraslafsky at point off paceman Mark Roberts. The home side soon settled down as Leigh Tomlinson and Jonny Cater, fresh from a double hundred for Oxfordshire’s Development XI, looked set to chase down the total set by the visitors.

Bletchley had other ideas, and soon turned to spin, with Aussie Tom Joraslafsky and Wasim Fayyaz bowling in tandem together hoping to repeat their recent form. It was Joraslafsky who made the breakthrough when a sharp piece of work by wicketkeeper James Ward stumped Cater for 23, Buckingham 50-2. With the score on 64, Joraslafsky induced the edge of Ashley Pearson’s bat to give Bletchley a sniff of victory. Dan Harris came in and quickly went on the offensive and the home side must have felt confident at 96-3 ahead of the run rate.

However, Joraslafsky was in a good rhythm, and he continued to probe away, and made a crucial breakthrough when Harris smashed one to mid wicket where Clark took a smart catch. This and the next over turned the match in Bletchley’s favour. Clark had replaced Fayyaz, and his slower ball deceived Tomlinson (38) who was splendidly caught by Joraslafsky at mid-wicket.

Town sensed a victory and quickly introduced Graham Simpson into the attack, and Bletchley were immediately rewarded with two more wickets, when Joraslafsky snaffled Judd caught behind, before Simpson pinned Valambhia LBW. Buckingham were now in serious trouble at 110-7.  Joraslafsky continued to wheel away, and he picked up his fifth and sixth wickets in consecutive balls when he had James Tomlinson LBW before Nix inexplicably hit his first ball high into the air for Ward to complete the catch. 

The last pair of Coates and Jason Ell tried hard to stall Bletchley, but Mark Roberts returned and had Coates caught behind by Ward to send Buckingham packing for 132. Ward had a great day, taking 4 catches and a stumping, but the man of the moment was Tom Joraslafsky who bowled unchanged in 18 overs to take a season’s best 6-42.

It was a much deserved victory for Bletchley, against their much fancied local rivals, and one which saw them move out of the bottom two. Next week, Bletchley entertain basement boys Challow & Childrey at Manor Fields aiming to build on this performance. 
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	10th July 2010
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	Buckingham Town v Bletchley Town

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Innings of Bletchley Town

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	1st name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	Bowled
	Valambhia
	44
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	Ed
	Packard
	 
	 
	 
	ct Harris
	Ell
	28
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Kenzie
	Hollis
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Valambhia
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	ct Judd
	Harris
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Stuart
	Cooper
	Bowled
	Harris
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	James
	Clark
	LBW
	Harris
	38
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James
	Ward
	 
	 
	 
	Not Out
	 
	15
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Mark
	Grass
	LBW
	Valambhia
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Mark
	Roberts
	LBW
	Valambhia
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Dave
	Warwick
	Bowled
	Harris
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	Wasim
	Fayyaz
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Harris
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	extras
	 
	 
	18
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 
	 
	49.5 overs
	 
	169
	for
	10
	wkts
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jason
	Ell
	12
	3
	32
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Josh
	Nix
	5
	0
	20
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rob
	Large
	8
	0
	38
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vish
	Valambhia
	13
	4
	25
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dan
	Harris
	11.5
	2
	47
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	INNINGS OF Buckingham Town

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Leigh
	Tomlinson
	ct Joraslafsky
	Clark
	38
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	Rob
	Large
	 
	 
	 
	ct Joraslafsky
	Roberts
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Jonny
	Cater
	 
	 
	 
	st Ward
	Joraslafsky
	23
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Ashley
	Pearson
	ct Ward
	Joraslafsky
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Dan
	Harris
	ct Clark
	Joraslafsky
	19
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Graham
	Judd
	ct Ward
	Joraslafsky
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James
	Tomlinson
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Joraslafsky
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Vish
	Valambhia
	LBW
	Simpson
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Chris
	Coates
	ct Ward
	Roberts
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Josh
	Nix
	ct Ward
	Joraslafsky
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	Jason
	Ell
	 
	 
	 
	Not Out
	 
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	extras
	 
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 
	 
	43 overs
	 
	132
	for
	10
	wkts
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Roberts
	6
	0
	21
	2
	 
	 
	 

	Ed
	Packard
	3
	0
	11
	0
	 
	 
	 

	Tom 
	Joraslafsky
	18
	5
	42
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wasim
	Fayyaz
	10
	2
	26
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	James
	Clark
	2
	0
	13
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Graham
	Simpson
	4
	0
	10
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Bletchley Town (25 points) beat Buckingham Town (7 points) by 37 runs


