Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bourton Vale v Bletchley Town

Saturday 2nd July 2011

Bletchley Town returned to winning ways on Saturday in Cherwell League One with a comfortable five-wicket victory away at basement boys Bourton Vale. Bletchley’s victory was due in part to the fine bowling performances from the enigmatic paceman Mark Roberts and another spell-binding display from young Ricardo Brown who destroyed Bourton’s batting order to set up a win for the North Bucks side.

Bourton Vale won the toss and elected to bat first on a track which looked as if it would turn later in the day. Despite the disappointment of fielding first, Bletchley manfully kept in the game in the early stages as batting looked relatively easy as the Bourton captain Tom Arkell and the influential all-rounder Nick Anderson (26) looked in good touch. Bletchley had to be patient, and kept probing away looking to create a chance. This came in the 13th over, when James Sprittles found the edge of Anderson’s bat only for Raj Lall to pounce to his left to take a remarkable one-handed catch in the gully. This was the boost Bletchley were looking for and it was down to a superb piece of fielding by Lall.

Bourton’s danger-man Ben Hughes had been in good form all season, but he never looked comfortable against Roberts who was swinging the ball round corners on one of his favoured grounds. With the score on 58, Roberts swung one away which Hughes faintly edged to James Ward for just 8. Bletchley were containing the home side, but the wickets would not fall. Ed Shaw batted for 29 balls for just a single as the visitors continued to cause problems for the home side. 

With the score on 80, Bletchley seized their third wicket when Shaw’s vigil was broken by Roberts who removed him caught behind. This precipitated an almighty collapse as Mark Roberts (3-30) in tandem with off-spinner Ricardo Brown (4-18) tore through the Vale batting. Roberts then followed up his wicket of Shaw with the dismissal of Tom Arkell for 31 who was caught at cover. 

Brown’s first wicket came when he deceived Boone down the track to be bowled for a duck. With Jude Ramanadanpulle replacing Roberts at the top end, the Bletchley spin-duet weaved their magic. Sam Arthurs was well caught by the Don Hollis for a single before the tail folded cheaply against a rampant Bletchley.

Ricardo Brown took the bowling honours with 4-18 in 14.2 overs of beautiful control, Mark Roberts 3-30 and Jude Ramanadanpulle continued his streak with 2-14 to provide Bletchley with variation in their attack. Bourton Vale were all out for 103, having lost their last 8 wickets for just 23 runs.

Bletchley started as if they meant business and Raj Lall and Matt Shepherd looked in no trouble whatsoever until Lall was adjudged LBW for 6. Shepherd continued to blaze away as he took the score past 50 before Hollis was out caught behind off a short ball he gloved to the keeper. When Shepherd departed for an inventive 31, Bletchley had lost their way a little bit as the home side rallied. 

There were a couple of other alarms as first Clark and then Sprittles perished to the bowling of Nick Anderson (3-29) to leave Bletchley on 71-5. However, this brought together the fearless James Ward and Mark Grass who set about the target with panache. Ward in particular looked in imperious form as he drove and cut his way to an unbeaten 30 which included six boundaries to race Bletchley home inside 30 overs and to a 5-wicket win.

It was an improved performance from Bletchley who start the 2nd half of the campaign in lower-middle table, with a handful of points separating a number of sides. Bletchley host 3rd-placed Shipton on Saturday at Manor Fields keen to improve their home form which has not been as impressive as their away form of late.
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Date 2nd July 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Tom Arkell ct Ramanadanpulle Roberts 35

2 Nick Anderson ct Lall Sprittles 26

3 Ben Hughes ct Ward Roberts 8

4 Ed Shaw ct Ward Roberts 1

5 James Boone Bowled Brown 0

6 Sam Arthurs ct Hollis Ramanadanpulle 1

7 Richard Langley Not Out 10

8 Ryan Hill LBW Brown 1

9 Andy Cartlidge LBW Brown 0

10 Christopher Hughes Bowled Ramanadanpulle 7

11 Joe Jarvis Bowled Brown 0

extras 14

Total 44.2 overs 103 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

James Sprittles 8 0 24 1

Saxon Wright 2 1 8 0

Mark Roberts 14 4 30 3

Ricardo Brown 14.2 5 18 4

Jude Ramanadanpulle 6 1 14 2

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Raj LBW Shaw 6

2 Matt Shepherd ct Cartlidge Anderson 31

3 Kendall Hollis ct Cartlidge B Hughes 8

4 James LBW Anderson 10

5 James ct Boone Anderson 4

6 James not out 30

7 Mark Grass not out 4

8

9

10

11

extras 11

Total 29.1 overs 104 for 5 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Ed Shaw  9 0 36 1

Ben Hughes 7.1 2 31 1

Ryan Hill 6 3 7 0

Nick Anderson 7 2 29 3



Division Bourton-on-the-water

Bourton Vale v Bletchley Town

Innings of Bourton Vale

Surname

INNINGS OF Bletchley Town

Surname

Lall

Sprittles



Bletchley Town (25 points) beat Bourton Vale (6 points) by 5 wickets 



Clark

Ward


