Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Great & Little Tew

Saturday 28th May 2010

Bletchley Town claimed their first win of the season with a comprehensive 6 wicket victory against Great & Little Tew on Saturday and moved above them in the table as a result. It was an excellent performance from Bletchley’s seam attack, and an all-round performance by the talismanic James Sprittles which led Town to 25 points.

Tew, who had thrashed basement boys Bourton Vale, last week, won the toss, and maybe high on confidence elected to bat. The swirling wind and overhead conditions made it difficult for the batsmen early on as Sprittles and Saxon Wright probed to find the breakthrough. This came in the 5th over courtesy of an excellent piece of fielding by Wright whose accurate pick up and throw was far too good for Smith who was run out by some margin. This gave Bletchley the perfect tonic and the opening salvo from Sprittles and Wright soon had the visitors regretting their decision to bat first.

Fellow opener Dave Powles was bowled by Sprittles, before last week’s centurion, Harry Chetwood was cleaned up by an absolute beauty from Sprittles. Keen to get in on the action, Wright then clean bowled Slatter and Shurmer to leave Tew in all sorts of trouble at 25-5. Bletchley were in dream land after some injudicious shot selection by Tew saw them staring down the barrel.

Tew always felt they would have a chance as long as the in-form Edmund Gross was in, and he looked in good touch despite the clatter of wickets around him. With the score on 43, Wright banged one in to Brock who could only fend the ball the Ramanadnanpulle at square leg. Wright had picked up 3-28 from 11 overs in an excellent spell of bowling for the hosts.

Mark Roberts soon joined in on the action, and in his first over, he got a wicket courtesy of a marvellous one-handed catch by Raj Lall in the gully. The disbelieving batsman trudged off with Tew at 56-7. It could have been worse had Clark held onto a chance at slip given by Gross off Sprittles, as the visitors struggled to contain the home side.

It wasn’t long until Gross (30) was out though, as Roberts swung one to him which he could only edge to the gully region where Lall completed a more straightforward catch. At 69-8, Tew were nearly dead and buried, but a stand of 31 between Oxfordshire’s Matt Taylor (38) who top scored for the visitors and captain Andy Harris (11) gave them hope. All of a sudden, batting became a bit easier, and the pressure was released. Harris was out LBW to Roberts to give Bletchley the breakthrough before another stand of 20 was ended when Sprittles returned to bowl Taylor for 38 and send the visitors packing for 120. Sprittles took 3-36, Roberts continued his impressive form of late with 3-33 and Wright picked up 3-28 as Bletchley’s seamers dominated.

Despite chasing a small total, it wasn’t going to be easy as Tew themselves having a respected seam attack. So it proved as Matt Taylor bowled the in-form Matt Shepherd for just a single. Things became a bit more concerning for Bletchley when Raj Lall and Ian Smith followed in quick succession to Lloyd Brock to leave the home side teetering on 16-3. 

Graham Simpson stoically dug in, and found a willing ally in James Sprittles. The stranglehold was broken by Sprittles who found the boundary with ease early on in his innings to relieve some of the pressure. With Simpson dropping anchor, Bletchley had reached 61 before Simpson was adjudged LBW to Tew captain Andy Harris for 12. Sprittles was joined by Bletchley captain James Clark and despite both players surviving vociferous appeals off the bowling of Joe White, the target began to be whittled down.

Sprittles passed his half century with a cover drive for 4, and in tandem with Clark made the largest stand of the match to take Bletchley home by 6 wickets with nearly 20 overs to spare. Sprittles was unbeaten on 58, whilst Clark played some trademark shots on his way to an unbeaten 35 to secure a comprehensive victory.

Bletchley’s win takes them out of the bottom 2 and next week they travel to nearby Leighton Buzzard Town in an eagerly anticipated clash at Bell Close.
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Date 28th May 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Harry Smith Run Out 3

2 Dave Powles Bowled Sprittles 8

3 Edmund Gross ct Lall Roberts 30

4 Harry Chetwood Bowled Sprittles 5

5 Curtly Slatter Bowled Wright 5

6 Robbie Shurmer Bowled Wright 2

7 Lloyd Brock ct Ramadanpulle Wright 4

8 Joe White ct Lall Roberts 7

9 Matt Taylor Bowled Sprittles 38

10 Andy Harris LBW Roberts 11

11 Liam Manley Not Out 6

extras 1

Total 42.4 overs 120 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

James Sprittles 14.4 3 36 3

Saxon Wright 11 3 28 3

Mark Roberts 10 3 33 3

Ricardo Brown 5 1 18 0

Graham Simpson 2 0 5 0

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Graham LBW Harris 12

2 Matt Shepherd Bowled Taylor 1

3 Raj Lall LBW Brock 6

4 Ian Bowled Brock 0

5 James not out 58

6 James not out 35

7

8

9

10

11

extras 12

Total 37.3 overs 124 for 4 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Matt Taylor 7 2 18 1

Lloyd Brock 10 1 31 2

Andy  Harris 9 3 23 1

Robbie Shurmer 3 1 8 0

Joe White 6 1 19 0

Liam Manley 2.3 0 16 0

Division Manor Fields

Bletchley Town v Great & Little Tew

Innings of Great & Little Tew

Surname

INNINGS OF Bletchley Town

Bletchley Town (25 points) beat Great &  Little Tew (5 points) by 6 wickets
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Clark
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