Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Shipton under Wychwood 
Saturday 26th June 2010
Bletchley Town suffered another agonising 1 wicket defeat at home, their second of the season in a topsy-turvy clash at Manor Fields. Indeed, Bletchley showed excellent spirit in fighting back, and again showed how close the league is. Despite being in the bottom two, there are very few points between the sides in the bottom half, but this was a cruel defeat against a Shipton team riding high.
Bletchley lost the toss and were asked to bat first. Despite a cautious start, Town seemed to be acquitting themselves well before they lost Fountaine LBW for 9 to Chris Panter  and Hollis quickly for 8 to leave Bletchley on 30-2. A stand of 46 between Graham Simpson (33) and Tom Joraslafsky built the platform for Bletchley until Simpson top-edged a pull and was caught for 33. Amir Hussain went cheaply for 5 and Bletchley were 98-4 with only 20 overs left to bat. 

Joraslafsky, in partnership with skipper James Clark put on a stand of 50 before the Australian was bowled by Shipton’s left arm spinner Shaun Miller. Joraslafsky top scored with an excellent 63, and played with calm assurance. Clark continued his recent form with 25 before he was bowled trying to cut; Town 157-6. Town set up a late rally, with 50 coming from the last 9 overs as Darren Turner (16) and in particular Dave Warwick (20 not out from 8 balls) saw Bletchley set up a competitive 206-8 in their 53 overs. It was a much improved batting performance after last week’s disappointment at Oxford. 

Shipton’s batsmen have been in fine form all season, and in particular, opener Andy Hemming. With James Sprittles injured and Mark Roberts on holiday, Town’s attack was a bit threadbare. However, Turner bowled a good spell from the Football Ground End to probe away, and it was off his bowling that Bletchley got their breakthrough. Hemming attempting a leg bye was brilliantly run out by wicketkeeper James Ward for just 13. When Packard accounted for Charlie Brain for 11, things looked good for Bletchley.
The visitors had started at a quick pace, and were well up with the required rate. A turning point in the match occurred in the 18th over when Clark felt he had the dangerous Steve Bates caught behind by Ward, only to see the umpire decline the vociferous appeals. This proved to be the signal for Bates to go on the offensive as he smashed his way to 75 in no time. With Shipton captain Simon Hole (35) playing a supportive role at the other end, the visitors looked set to waltz to victory.

However, with the score on 126, Hole was deceived by Joraslafsky and was caught in the covers for 35. Senior went shortly afterwards to Wasim Fayyaz and Town’s hopes were raised when Joraslafsky finally accounted for Bates for a match-winning 75. Shipton now 159-5. Joraslafsky was in a groove, and bowling with excellent rhythm and bite, and he accounted for Wood and Barrett to leave the match in the balance. 

Bletchley turned to the effervescent Graham Simpson for inspiration at the other end, and he quickly dismissed Cross and then with the score on 197, he bowled veteran John Hartley who hit a valuable 25. Shipton still needed 10, though Chris Panter held his nerve and smashed boundaries off both bowlers to take the visitors home by the narrowest of margins in a tense finale.

For Bletchley, Joraslafsky followed up his batting with 4-57 in 18 superb overs, and Graham Simpson’s 2-14 set up an exciting finish. Bletchley know they have to find more consistency in their game, and some of these close finishes could swing in their favour.

Bletchley travel to Great & Little Tew next week knowing that they need to start picking up a few wins to move away from the relegation zone. The signs are certainly there, and there are some encouraging performances, but Town need a few breaks their way and need to play better for more sustained periods of the game.
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	Innings of Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	 
	 
	 
	ct Hole
	Brain
	33
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	Ed
	Fountaine
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Panter
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Kelvin
	Hollis
	 
	 
	 
	ct Hole
	Cross
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Miller
	63
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Amir
	Hussain
	 
	 
	 
	ct&b
	Brain
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	James
	Clark
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Miller
	25
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Darren
	Turner
	 
	 
	 
	ct Wood
	Miller
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Ed
	Packard
	 
	 
	 
	Run Out
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	James
	Ward
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Dave 
	Warwick
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	53 overs
	
	206
	for
	8
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chris
	Panter
	9
	3
	29
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shaun
	Cross
	14
	2
	41
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Charlie
	Brain
	9
	2
	31
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shaun
	Miller
	13
	2
	57
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Josh
	Barrett
	2
	0
	13
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John 
	Hartley
	6
	0
	30
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	INNINGS OF Shipton under Wychwood

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Andy
	Hemming
	Run Out 
	
	13
	
	 
	
	 

	2
	Charlie
	Brain
	
	
	
	ct Joraslafsky
	Packard
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Simon
	Hole
	
	
	
	ct Clark
	Joraslafsky
	35
	
	 
	
	 

	4
	Steve
	Bates
	ct & c
	Joraslafsky
	75
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Tim
	Senior
	ct Turner
	Fayyaz
	4
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Craig
	Wood
	ct Warwick
	Joraslafsky
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	John 
	Hartley
	
	
	
	Bowled
	Simpson
	25
	
	 
	
	 

	8
	Josh
	Barrett
	ct Ward
	Joraslafsky
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Shaun
	Cross
	LBW
	Simpson
	2
	
	 
	
	 

	10
	Chris
	Panter
	Not Out
	 
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	Shaun
	Miller
	
	
	
	Not Out
	
	0
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	33.2 overs
	
	208
	for
	9
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ed
	Packard
	7
	0
	36
	1
	
	 
	 

	Darren
	Turner
	7
	2
	19
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Tom 
	Joraslafsky
	18
	1
	57
	4
	
	 
	 

	James 
	Clark
	3
	0
	22
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Wasim
	Fayyaz
	10
	0
	50
	1
	
	 
	 

	Graham
	Simpson
	4.1
	0
	14
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Shipton (25 points) beat Bletchley Town (12 points) by 1 wicket


