Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Shipton 

Saturday 9th July 2011

Bletchley Town slipped into the relegation zone with a disappointing 6 wicket defeat at home to Shipton at Manor Fields on Saturday. James Clark’s men have now lost three home matches on the trot and this defeat was similar to the one at the hands of Cumnor in June where a batting collapse handed victory to the visitors on a plate.

After a bout of heavy rain before another home game, the toss was always going to be crucial. Shipton captain Simon Hole called correctly and the visitors unsurprisingly decided to field first. Bletchley’s openers Raj Lall and Matt Shepherd started well despite the testing conditions, and had taken the score to 36 in the first ten overs before Lall (21) mistimed a drive off Charlie Brain and was caught in the covers. Shortly after, Matt Shepherd was early on a ball from Brain and top-edged for 10. 

Kenroy Hollis started cautiously at first and in partnership with Jude Ramanadanpulle took the score onto 65 before Ramanadanpulle was out caught by Bates off the bowling of Shaun Miller. Although it was not easy to score runs, Bletchley were holding their own, and a partnership of 48 for the fourth wicket between Hollis, who top-scored with 30 and skipper James Clark (26) set the home side with a platform on which to build. However, disaster struck as both players tried to up the run rate. 

Hollis was caught at slip top-edging a pull-shot off medium-pacer Shaun Cross before Clark, who had played watchfully for his runs was bowled when trying to over-attack when well-set. In-form James Ward came and went cheaply, again a victim of being over-zealous and with the score on 120, Bletchley lost Ben Talbot and Saxon Wright cheaply as the home side wasted the opportunity to post a competitive total. 

Mark Grass was out for 9 and Mark Roberts was left stranded on 10 not out as Ricardo Brown went to the last delivery of Bletchley’s allotted overs, with the home side 142 all out. The home side had lost their last 7 wickets for just 29 runs in a poor display. Shipton’s bowlers all bowled well, in particular the evergreen Shaun Miller who took 4-32 in 17 overs and Shaun Cross who picked up 4-19 to blow away the tail. 

In reply, Bletchley knew they had to start well, and early on, the openers of Brain and Hole found it tricky against Mark Roberts in particular, before with the score on 20, Roberts bowled Brain with a beauty for 8. It was at this point that the weather intervened and changed the direction of the contest. After 7 overs, Shipton were 20-1 and the ball was swinging in the sultry conditions. However, the rain came and started to make life difficult for the home side as the ball quickly became wet, and difficult to grip making bowling almost impossible. 

Shipton seized the initiative, and sensing an opportunity to exploit the conditions, Simon Hole began to hit out with some terrific stroke play on his way to a match-winning 58. During this spell of rain, Steve Bates was run out by a fantastic direct-hit by Wright, but Graham Newhook (16) steadied the ship with his captain Hole in no mood to delay matters. 

By now, the rain had subsided somewhat, and spinners Ricardo Brown and Jude Ramanadanpulle had been introduced into the attack. In Brown’s second over he trapped Newhook LBW to give Bletchley hope. When Ramanadanpulle removed Hole LBW for 58, Bletchley sensed they might have a chance. 

This hope was quickly dashed by Jason Hunt, who with an unbeaten 25 showed experience to take the visitors home by 6 wickets in what was a comfortable win. Despite missing key players, Bletchley will have been disappointed by their performance and are now firmly in a relegation struggle with results not favouring them.

With little time to reflect, Bletchley travel to leaders Oxford Downs on Saturday hoping to upset the odds and come away with a win. However, they know that in order to do that they must put runs on the board for their bowlers to have an opportunity to make a difference. 
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Date 4th July 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Raj ct Hole Brain 21

2 Matt Shepherd ct G Newhook Brain 10

3 Kenroy Hollis ct Bates Cross 30

4 Jude ct Bates Miller 14

5 James Bowled Miller 26

6 James ct Brain Cross 5

7 Ben Talbot ct Brain Miller 1

8 Mark ct Hole Cross 9

9 Saxon ct Bates Cross 0

10 Mark not out 10

11 Ricardo Brown ct Wood Miller 3

extras 13

Total 53 overs 142 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Ryan Newhook 10 3 25 0

George Seacole 3 0 7 0

Charlie Brain 9 2 26 2

Shaun Miller 17 7 32 4

Graham Newhook 7 0 25 0

Shaun Cross 7 0 19 4

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Charlie Bowled Roberts 8

2 Simon Hole LBW Ramanadanpulle 58

3 Steve Bates Run Out 6

4 Graham LBW Brown 16

5 Andy Not Out 14

6 Jason Not Out 25

7

8

9

10

11

extras 18

Total 2 overs 145 for 4 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark Roberts 8.1 1 43 1

Saxon Wright 4 1 18 0

James Clark 2 0 18 0

Ricardo Brown 6 1 27 1

Jude Ramanadanpulle6 0 28 1

Division Manor Fields

Bletchley Town v Shipton-under-Wychwood

Innings of Bletchley Town

Surname

INNINGS OF Shipton

Surname

Brain

Lall

Ramanadanpulle

Clark

Ward

Grass

Wright

Roberts

Newhook

Shipton (25 points) beat Bletchley (6 points) by 6 wickets



Hemming

Hunt


