Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: 

Bletchley Town v Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts  

Saturday 23rd July 2011

Bletchley Town suffered the agony of a last ball defeat at home to Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts on Saturday at Manor Fields to leave them firmly embroiled in a relegation battle. Mark Roberts, who had earlier produced a magnificent display of swing bowling to earn him 5 wickets, was bowled by Nondies’ Ayaz Khan off the last ball to earn the visitors an unlikely victory as the game was petering out into a draw.

Bletchley won the toss for the first time in over a month and elected to field first on a green looking pitch at Manor Fields. The opening attack of Mark Roberts and Saxon Wright were soon into their stride, and Roberts trapped Green LBW for 3. In the same over, Nondies’ danger-man Shabaz Alam gave Roberts a sharp return catch which he spilled, and this was to be extremely costly in the grand scheme of events. Both bowlers were swinging the ball in the helpful conditions, and it was no surprise when Rattigan was out caught behind to Wright for 7. 

Roberts struck again removing Mukherjee with an absolute beauty for a duck. With partners falling all around him, Alam looked relatively comfortable, and his ability was for all to see, playing the ball late and pouncing on any bad ball bowled. Roberts struck for the third time when Andy Brown went for a 26-ball duck though batting had started to become a little easier. Alam, in partnership with Holton built a good partnership of 45 for the 5th wicket, until Wright, who had replaced Roberts at the Football Ground End for a second spell picked up his second wicket when Holton was caught at slip by Clark for 17. 

Shortly afterwards, Alam was run out by Wright for 80. It was another excellent piece of fielding by the young Australian who has run out a number of top players this year. Ayaz Khan came in and played his usual attacking game. He had reached 21 quickly before he holed out to the bowling of Jude Ramanadanpulle to Premnath, who took an excellent catch on the boundary. The tail wagged briefly, with ‘keeper John Guthrie hitting 17 before Roberts returned for a second spell, and wrapped up the innings to finish with 5-37 from nearly 18 overs.

Jude Ramanadanpulle continued his recent bowling form with 2-25 in 11 overs, and Wright bowled well for 2-63 in his 17 overs. Despite missing James Sprittles and Ricardo Brown, the bowlers performed well as Nondies scored 171 all out.

Town knew it would be tough, especially with the track offering significant help to the bowlers. They did not help themselves though when opener Raj Lall hit the first ball of the Bletchley innings to mid-on for a duck. With the score on 21, Matt Shepherd, who did not look his fluent best was caught and bowled for 7. That soon became 32-3 when the returning Graham Simpson, batting in an unfamiliar number 4 position was adjudged LBW to Khan for 6. 

Kenny Hollis was in, and although he started slowly, he dropped anchor to help build the total. The problem was finding someone to stay with him. The opening attack was seen off, and the spin twins of Mark Strong and Sanjay Vinajmoor entered proceedings. In Vinjamoor’s first over, Bletchley captain James Clark was brilliantly caught by Alam at short leg off a full blade and the home side were 57-4. 

Bletchley were finding runs hard to come by, and the measly spell of bowling by this pair made it difficult for the home batters. Hollis was well set and had reached 40 before he attempted one short too many and was caught at mid-wicket. 

Ward and Premnath were in, but Bletchley were running out of overs. They needed to get to 6 runs an over, which wasn’t easy, and as they attempted to up the run rate, Ward was needlessly run out for 15. There was only 6 overs to go, but Bletchley’s tail were caught in two minds as to try and get more bonus points and get near the total, or settle for the draw.

Wright was out LBW to Vinajmoor and then Ayaz Khan returned from the top end with three overs to go. He removed Mark Grass for 8, before the final over of the match. With 3 balls to go, Bletchley were 114-8, but then Premnath nicked one behind for 18 and then on the last ball, Roberts was clean bowled to send the visitors into delirium. 

Bletchley didn’t lose any points for not keeping the last ball out, but were extremely disappointed to lose from a position where a draw seemed the only outcome. Bletchley travel to Great & Little Tew next week hoping to repeat their home success over them to lift them away from the danger zone. Tew are in great form having won 4 of the last 5 matches so it promises to be a tough test.
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Date 23rd July 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Tim Rattigan ct Ward Wright 7

2 James Green LBW Roberts 3

3 Shabaz Alam Run Out 80

4 Pablo Mukherjee Bowled Roberts 0

5 Andy Brown  ct Ward Roberts 0

6 John Holton ct Clark Wright 17

7 Ayaz Khan ct Premnath Ramanadanpulle 21

8 John Guthrie ct Ward Roberts 17

9 Mark Strong LBW Ramanadanpulle 6

10 Sanjay  Vinjamoor Not Out 4

11 Gary Randles Bowled Roberts 0

extras 7

Total 50.5 overs 171 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark Roberts 17.5 4 37 5

Saxon Wright 17 2 63 2

Graham Simpson 5 0 34 0

Jude Ramanadananpulle 11 3 25 2

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Raj ct Green Randles 0

2 Matt Shepherd ct & bowled Khan 7

3 Kenroy Hollis ct Rattigan Vinjamoor 40

4 Graham LBW Khan 6

5 James ct Alam Vinjamoor 5

6 James Run Out 15

7 Abs Premnath ct Guthrie Khan 18

8 Saxon  LBW Vinjamoor 1

9 Mark Bowled Khan 8

10 Jude Not Out 0

11 Mark  Roberts Bowled Khan 0

extras 19

Total 49 overs 114 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Gary Randles 7 1 16 1

Ayaz Khan 11 1 26 5

Shabaz Alam 6 3 16 0

Mark Strong 13 6 27 0

Sanjay Vinjamoor 11 2 24 3

Simpson



Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts (25 points) beat Bletchley Town (6 points) by 57 runs
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