Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Challow & Childrey 
Saturday 17th July 2010
Bletchley Town saw off a spirited challenge from basement boys Challow & Childrey on Saturday to record back to back victories in the Cherwell League Division One. The table is so close with only one win separating no less than 6 teams with all to play for as the season enters the final third.
Things began well for skipper James Clark who won the toss and had no hesitation on inserting the visitors after some overnight rain. Bletchley were rewarded by an excellent start by opening pair Ed Packard and Mark Roberts. It was Packard who made the first breakthrough when he nipped one back through Owen Dimbylow’s defences to give the home side a great start. It was even better when Mark Roberts removed dangerman Ian Demain, who had scored a century when the teams met earlier in the season, for just 3 caught at square leg by Wasim Fayyaz. Two balls later, Hume nicked to Clark at slip to leave the visitors in all sorts of trouble at 15-3. 
Challow slowly began to rebuild their innings through promising left handed opener James Phillips and Nigel Hill. Runs were hard to find against Town’s miserly attack. Bletchley turned to spin to force a breakthrough when the in-form Tom Joraslafsky replaced Packard (1-24) at the Football Ground End. With his second ball, the South Australian twirler deceived Nigel Hill who gave the simplest of catches to the grateful Graham Simpson at slip.  Challow were struggling against Joraslafsky who settled into a good early rhythm, and more wickets followed as Lunch and Podbury were dismissed cheaply. Phillips was still going strong at the other end as his teammates floundered.

With the score on 78, and with the overs ticking away, James Clark forced Phillips into a shot too many, and he was well caught by Ed Fountaine for a vital 48. Challow captain Olly Dimbylow made an unbeaten 16, and he was the only other player in double figures as Bletchley continued to dominate. Off spinner Graham Simpson collected the final two wickets to mop up the tail to take 2-6. Earlier, Mark Roberts had impressed taking 2-19 in 14 overs bowling with excellent control whilst the irrepressible Joraslafsky was denied his second consecutive 5 wicket haul, but was the pick of the bowlers taking 4-20 in 16 overs. Challow were all out for 106 and Bletchley sensed victory.

Bletchley got off to a good start despite some good bowling by the Challow opening attack, and just as a big win seemed around the corner, Packard played a loose shot and was caught at mid-off for 16. Worse was to follow when 25-0 became 27-3 as Fountaine went without score, and then Hollis was involved in a kamikaze piece of running with Simpson and was run out for a duck. When Dimbylow removed Joraslafsky LBW for 3, Bletchley were unsettled. 
Off-spinner Lee Stevens replaced Dimbylow and in his first over he got one to prodigiously turn out of the rough and bowled Clark for 5. Challow’s hopes were raised even further when in the next Stevens over, Simpson prodded forwards and his edge to slip was adjudged to have carried despite initially being given not out. Bletchley’s talismanic openener was on his way for 24 and the home side were in serious trouble at 49-6.

Enter Bletchley’s comabative wicketkeeper James Ward and the effervescent Mark Grass who had the job of triyng to score over half of the runs required. With the collapse and defeat at Great & Little Tew still fresh in their minds, this pair (who had missed that defeat) played with real positive intent. First of all, Ward decided the best defence was attack, and he hit Stevens and Phillips out of the attack to see the Challow skipper bring back his opening bowlers, Dimbylow and David Slade. 

This move only served to help Bletchley as Grass in particular tucked into the bowling of Slade, hitting him for three majestic boundaries in consecutive balls as Bletchley closed in on victory. With Ward going for his shots at the other end, the game hurried to a conclusion. It was left to Mark Grass, who made a welcome return to form with an unbeaten 30, to smash the winning runs and take Bletchley home by 4 wickets. Ward was unbeaten on 28, and Bletchley had another 25 points in the bag.

Next week, Bletchley make the long trip to Bourton Vale, in a dress rehearsal of their Cup Semi-Final match in a few weeks time keen to try and make it three wins on the bounce.
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	Innings of Challow & Childrey

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Owen
	Dimbylow
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Packard
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	James
	Phillips
	 
	 
	 
	ct Fountaine
	Clark
	48
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Ian
	Demain
	 
	 
	 
	ct Fayyaz
	Roberts
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Nigel
	Hume
	 
	 
	 
	ct Clark
	Roberts
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Nigel
	Hill
	 
	 
	 
	ct Simpson
	Joraslafsky
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Alex
	Lynch
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Joraslafsky
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Mark
	Podbery
	 
	 
	 
	ct Ward
	Joraslafsky
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Olly
	Dimbylow
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Lee
	Stevens
	 
	 
	 
	ct Warwick
	Joraslafsky
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Joe
	Harris
	 
	 
	 
	ct Ward
	Simpson
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	David 
	Slade
	 
	 
	 
	ct & bowled
	Simpson
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	48.1 overs
	
	106
	for
	10
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Roberts
	14
	8
	19
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ed
	Packard
	8
	0
	24
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tom 
	Joraslafsky
	16
	7
	20
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wasim
	Fayyaz
	3
	0
	10
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Clark
	5
	1
	15
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham
	Simpson
	2.1
	0
	6
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	INNINGS OF Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	ct Hill
	Stevens
	24
	
	 
	
	 

	2
	Ed
	Packard
	
	
	
	ct Hume
	Olly Dimbylow
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Ed
	Fountaine
	
	
	
	ct Olly Dimbylow
	Slade
	0
	
	 
	
	 

	4
	Kamikaze
	Hollis
	Run Out
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	LBW
	Olly Dimbylow
	3
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	James
	Clark
	Bowled
	Stevens
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James
	Ward
	
	
	
	Not Out
	
	28
	
	 
	
	 

	8
	Mark
	Grass
	Not Out
	 
	30
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	10
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	36.1 overs
	
	110
	for
	6
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Olly
	Dimbylow
	13.1
	6
	31
	2
	
	 
	 

	David 
	Slade
	14
	2
	40
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Lee
	Stevens
	5
	1
	24
	2
	
	 
	 

	James
	Phillips
	4
	1
	12
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Bletchley Town (25 points) beat Challow & Childrey (7 points) by 4 wickets 


