Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Oxford II
Saturday 25th June 2011
Bletchley Town missed a golden opportunity on Saturday when they went down by 43 runs to Oxford II at Manor Fields due to a dismal batting display after their bowlers had put them in a winning position. 
With a significant amount of water on the covers before the start, it was no surprise that Bletchley decided to bowl first hoping that the moisture would work to their advantage. Oxford were just below Bletchley at the start of play and they began tentatively against the opening attack of Sprittles and Wright. Bletchley got the breakthrough in the 7th over when the Australian Saxon Wright found a bit of extra bounce, and Oxford’s captain, Wasim Mehmood edged to James Ward behind the stumps for 7.

The visitors dug in though and Bletchley had to work hard, though just as luck seemed to be deserting the hosts, James Sprittles tempted Porter into an edge which was well held in the gully by substitute fielder Don Hollis. In the next over, Sprittles bowled James Smith (30) around his legs and Oxford were soon 41-3. This became 62-5 in quick succession as Mark Roberts got in on the act. The mercurial seamer hit his stride early in what was an excellent spell of bowling, as he dismissed Shah LBW for a duck before Alex Morgan was caught in the gully by Wright. 

A stand of 42 then took Oxford past the 100-mark, which was dominated by Mark Sheehan who hit an excellent 54. However, he was put down in the gully off Clark when he had just 20 and that proved to be pivotal to the visitors’ innings. 

Ricardo Brown was introduced into the attack and he quickly found his rhythm. The young off-spinner then removed Huish and Sheehan in consecutive overs as Bletchley looked to wrap up the innings. Number 9 Jon Allcock hit a valuable 15 before he was last man out as Oxford managed to get up to 141 all out. Brown was the pick of the bowlers with a rather impressive 3-12 in 7.1 overs. Mark Roberts (2-18 in 11 overs) and James Sprittles (2-47) performed well in a good effort by Bletchley’s bowlers. 

Disaster struck early in Bletchley’s reply as they found themselves 5-2 in no time. First of all, Shepherd was trapped on the crease LBW for a single, before make-shift opener Saxon Wright was bowled all end up by Mohsin Zia. Raj Lall and Mark Grass also failed to take advantage as they both perished to Mark Murfett to leave Bletchley reeling on 24-4. 
James Sprittles (23) looked in good touch and despite an excellent spell of swing bowling by Oxford’s young attack, Bletchley still felt they had enough to win the game. However, James Clark went cheaply playing a poor shot to be caught behind for just 3, and Sprittles followed soon after when he was adjudged LBW despite the audible existence of his bat first.

James Ward and Jude Ramanadnanpulle then went on the counter attack to try and force the run rate up. Ward announced his arrival to the crease with a crashing boundary and then continued to attack. Bletchley were up to 96-6 before Ramanadnanpulle, who looked in no trouble at all, had a rush of blood and he spliced Mehmood to mid-off where Smith took a brilliant catch high above his head running backwards. Sadly, the tail folded quickly to the returning Murfett (4-31) and Mehmood (3-9 in 8.1 overs) as Bletchley were dismissed for just 98. Only James Ward, who top-scored with 32 looked comfortable in the middle. It was a poor batting display and one which need no reminder as it really was a game that the hosts should have comfortably won.

Next week, Bletchley make the long trip to Bourton Vale keen to make up for the poor home performances of late and aim to return back with a vital victory. 
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Date 25th June 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Wasim Mehmood ct Ward Wright 7

2 James Smith Bowled Sprittles 30

3 Harry Porter ct Sub (Hollis) Sprittles 9

4 Ali Shah LBW Roberts 0

5 Alex Morgan ct Wright Roberts 5

6 Mark Sheehan LBW Brown 54

7 Alex Huish Bowled Brown 6

8 Luke Finch Run Out 0

9 Jon Allcock ct Wright Brown 15

10 Mark Murfett ct & bowled Ramanadnanpulle 1

11 Mohsin Zia Not Out 5

extras 9

Total 48.1 overs 141 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Saxon Wright 7 2 20 1

James Sprittles 14 2 47 2

Mark Roberts 11 2 18 2

James Clark 5 0 20 0

Ricardo Brown 7.1 2 12 3

Jude Ramanadananpulle 4 1 11 1

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Matt  LBW Murfett 1

2 Saxon Wright Bowled Zia 3

3 Raj Lall Bowled Murfett 4

4 James LBW Mehmood 23

5 Mark ct Porter Murfett 2

6 James ct Morgan Allcock 3

7 James Ward LBW Mehmood 32

8 Jude ct Smith Mehmood 10

9 Mark LBW Murfett 1

10 Ricardo not out 1

11 Graham Simpson absent 0

extras 19

Total 38.1 overs 98 for 9 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark  Murfett 13 1 31 4

Mohsin Zia 11 5 15 1

Jon  Allcock 6 0 39 1

Wasim Mehmood 8.1 0 9 3

Sprittles



Oxford II (25 points) beat Bletchley Town (5 points) by 43 runs
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