Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Leighton Buzzard Town

Saturday 6th August 2011

Bletchley Town were denied a much needed victory on Saturday, but were well-satisfied with 16 points after enjoying much the better of a draw with neighbours Leighton Buzzard on Saturday at Manor Fields. The one-hour rain delay which shortened the match by 9 overs per side was to prove pivotal as Bletchley ran out of time to bowl their opponents out after a much-improved display with the bat.

With the pitch having suffered a deluge of rain the previous day, Bletchley were asked to bat first on losing the toss at home by stand-in Leighton captain Phil Whatmore. However, Bletchley responded positively as both Graham Simpson and Raj Lall batted with purpose in the early stages. In the fifth over, a shower passed through Bletchley with the home side on 12-0 to delay play. 

Upon the restart, Bletchley knew they only had 44 overs to bat, but carried on with positive intent. Leighton’s opening attack of Jack Kempster and Dan Scott had been in good form of late, but couldn’t find a way through until Lall became frustrated and mistimed a drive to mid-on for 15. Matt Shepherd followed cheaply for just a single to Kempster but Graham Simpson (26) and James Ward looked to build mixing aggression with composure. 

With the score on 70, Simpson was adjudged LBW to a ball from Scott that jagged back for 26. It was no surprise that Bletchley’s solid start coincided with Simpson’s return to form. James Ward, promoted up the order after some fine attacking displays in middle order continued to dominate, particularly through the offside before he chanced his arm to third man, and was run out by a direct hit for 34. It was a sad way for his innings to end as his innings lit up the day, full of purpose and action. Worse was to follow when Saxon Wright, another who was promoted up the order, chipped tamely to mid-wicket for a duck.

James Sprittles looked assured for 19, but just as he needed to press on, he hit a wide long hop to point, and when Mark Grass was trapped LBW, Bletchley had collapsed from 101-3 to 113-7. A stand of 21 between James Clark and Abs Premnath gave Bletchley hope until Premnath was out LBW on the sweep. Clark began to find his feet and was upping the tempo until he was 9th out for a useful 27 in the penultimate over.

Jude Ramanadanpulle and Number 11, Darren Turner took Bletchley past another batting point with the latter scoring an unbeaten 17 from just 6 balls including tumultuous maximums off Light and Kempster to lift Bletchley to 174-9 in their 44 overs.

For Leighton, off-spinner Tom Light was the pick of the bowlers taking 4-28, with Scott picking up 2-44. Bletchley were confident the total was defendable, even though they were missing star paceman Mark Roberts, and set about the Leighton batsmen.

The visitors began their reply without too much alarm, though with the score on 28, Thompson was adjudged LBW to Saxon Wright for 14. Phil Whatmore escaped a very confident LBW shout in his first over to survive, as Bletchley’s tails were up. The visitors tried to attack, and it was building up to be an intriguing contest. Just as Leighton felt they had wrestled control, Sprittles bowled Light with a beauty to end his innings for 20. In his next over, Sprittles again nipped one through Scott’s defences just clipping the bail to dismiss him for 2.

Whatmore, reprieved in his innings earlier, counterattacked the bowling forcing Bletchley to change their approach. Simpson replaced Sprittles and Ramanadanpulle came on at the top end for the luckless Turner. With Ramanadanpulle’s first delivery, Jack Kempster, who had scored 89 in the fixture earlier in the season was caught at mid-wicket by Sprittles.

A couple of overs later, Ramanadanpulle, who has contributed enormously with the ball of late, dismissed danger-man Whatmore for 28 when he was brilliantly caught by Abs Premnath on the boundary with the low sun in his eyes. Bletchley sensed victory with the visitors rocking on 92-5. 

James Sprittles came back into the attack and quickly dismissed Benger for a duck. Sam Janes remained firm though, and did not give any chances. With time and overs running out, Clark came on himself for a bowl. In his first over, a good chance went begging at mid-off as Ruston was reprieved. However, three overs later, Sprittles removed him for 11, caught by the evergreen Mark Grass. 

Long-serving Leighton stumper Tim O’Leary frustrated Bletchley with Janes before O’Leary was forced to retire hurt after pulling his hamstring. However, time ran out for Bletchley who could not force the win, with the visitors finishing well-short on 127-7, so the home side took the maximum 6 draw points on offer.

It was a much more encouraging display by Bletchley who have moved out of the bottom two despite Oxford clinging on to draw at Buckingham as a result of this excellent points haul. They travel to Cumnor next week missing Clark, but Mark Roberts is back to lead the attack, and Ken Hollis to bolster the batting.
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Date 6th August 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Graham LBW Scott 26

2 Raj Lall ct Ruston Scott 15

3 Matt Shepherd LBW Kempster 1

4 James Run Out 34

5 James ct Janes Light 19

6 Saxon ct Roberts Light 0

7 James Clark ct Janes Light 27

8 Mark LBW Priestley 2

9 Abhinav LBW Light 6

10 Jude Not Out 7

11 Darren  Turner Not Out 17

extras 18

Total 44 overs 174 for 9 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Jack  Kempster 13 2 43 1

Dan Scott 8 2 44 2

Alan Priestley 13 3 43 1

Tom Light 9 0 28 4

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Tom Bowled Sprittles 20

2 Chris Thompson LBW Wright 14

3 Phil Whatmore ct Premnath Ramanadanpulle 28

4 Dan Bowled Sprittles 2

5 Jack ct Sprittles Ramanadanpulle 10

6 Sam Not Out 19

7 Gareth Benger ct Ramanadanpulle Sprittles 0

8 Alfie ct Grass Sprittles 11

9 Tim Retired Hurt 6

10 Dave  Not Out 0

11

extras 17

Total 38 overs 127 for 7 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Saxon Wright 7 0 27 1

James Sprittles 14 3 45 4

Darren  Turner 5 0 19 0

Graham Simpson 5 3 5 0

Jude Ramanadanpulle5 0 15 2

James Clark 2 0 4 0

Division Manor Fields, Bletchley

Bletchley Town v Leighton Buzzard 

Innings of Bletchley Town

Surname

INNINGS OF  Leighton Buzzard 

Surname
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Sprittles

Wright
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Ramanadanpulle

Scott

Bletchley Town (16 points) drew with Leighton Buzzard (5 points) 



Kempster

Janes

Ruston

O'Leary

Roberts


