Cricket  - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Cumnor

Saturday 12th July 

Bletchley Town celebrated their first win of the season with a 2-wicket win against high flying Cumnor at Manor Fields in another close encounter. With the Cherwell League Division One throwing up close finishes in nearly every fixture, it was no surprise that this match was the same, although it was a deserved victory for Bletchley in the end.

James Clark won the toss and had no hesitation in asking Cumnor to bat first. The visitors, who occupy 3rd position in the table started comfortably as Lee and Nielson appeared to see off the home team’s attack putting on a stand of 56. It wasn’t until the 17th over when Bletchley struck, when Clark himself, got his reward when Nielson mistimed a drive to cover where Ed Fountaine took the catch. 

With the next ball, Graham Simpson who had come on at the Rugby Ground End bowled Lee with his first delivery. Simpson struck again in the next over trapping Farmer LBW, before Clark dismissed Douglas to leave Cumnor on 62-4. Bletchley had wrestled the advantage away, and were bowling tightly to Cook and Jones conceding just 5 runs in a 11 over spell through the mid-way point. 

Tom Joraslafsky replaced Simpson and immediately made an impact as Cumnor skipper Jones was smartly stumped down the leg side by James Ward, the visitors 89-5. A stand of 41 between Adam Cook, who top scored with 42 and Ayaz Khan, whose 21 included three towering sixes gave Cumnor hope. However, with the score on 130, Sprittles returned to replace James Clark (2-33 from 15 overs) and trapped dangerman Cook LBW, before Joraslafsky picked up the wicket of Khan who smashed a full toss straight down Ed Packard’s throat at deep mid-wicket.

Sprittles and Packard then cleaned up the tail as Cumnor were all out for 147 in the 47th over. Sprittles took 3-33, with two wickets apiece for Clark, Simpson and Joraslafsky.

Bletchley knew it would not be easy, but started purposefully enough adding 38 for the first wicket until Ed Fountaine, promoted up the order to open, was out-thought when he clipped the ball the short fine leg for 10. Worse was to follow when in-form Graham Simpson was yorked by Miell for 27, Bletchley now 44-2.

Tom Joraslafsky (15) and Kenroy Hollis (13) both got starts, but were both out as Cumnor fought hard. When Ed Packard was unluckily dismissed for 2, Bletchley were in trouble at 71-5. Amir Hussain was playing a more patient innings before he was the victim of a superb piece of fielding by Khan, and he was run out for 9, leaving Bletchley on 96-6. 

James Sprittles, in at 7 in partnership with Clark set about carefully chasing down the target. Sprittles looked particularly comfortable at the crease and played some excellent shots all round the wicket and took Bletchley to the brink of victory. With just 8 needed, Sprittles was bowled by Khan for a match-winning 42. When Mark Grass followed two balls later, the alarm bells started to ring. However, Clark (16 not out) shepherded his team home with James Ward, who stroked a majestic four through the covers to see Town home with 5 overs to spare.

Bletchley travel to Oxford next week and hope to build on this success, in what promises to be another close encounter.
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	Bletchley Town v Cumnor - scorecard

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Innings of Cumnor

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Jimmy
	Lee
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Simpson
	23
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	James
	Nielson
	 
	 
	 
	ct Fountaine
	Clark
	26
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Mark
	Farmer
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Simpson
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Adam
	Cook
	 
	 
	 
	LBW
	Sprittles
	43
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Jamie
	Douglas
	 
	 
	 
	ct Hollis
	Clark
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Sam
	Jones
	 
	 
	 
	st Ward
	Joraslafsky
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	Ayaz
	Khan
	 
	 
	 
	ct Packard
	Joraslafsky
	21
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	George
	Glew
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Packard
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Carl
	Thompson
	 
	 
	 
	Bowled
	Sprittles
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	Jack
	Miell
	 
	 
	 
	not out
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	Dan
	Hill
	 
	 
	 
	ct Ward
	Sprittles
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	46.4 overs
	
	147
	for
	10
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Roberts
	5
	0
	17
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Sprittles
	11.4
	1
	33
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James
	Clark
	15
	6
	33
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graham
	Simpson
	8
	1
	22
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	6
	2
	31
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ed
	Packard
	1
	0
	3
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Innings of Bletchley Town

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ist name
	Surname
	How Out
	Bowler
	runs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Graham
	Simpson
	Bowled
	Miell
	27
	
	 
	
	 

	2
	Edward
	Fountaine
	
	
	
	ct Jones
	Thompson
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Tom
	Joraslafsky
	
	
	
	ct Miell
	Cook
	15
	
	 
	
	 

	4
	Kenroy
	Hollis
	Bowled
	Jones
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Amir
	Hussain
	Run Out 
	
	9
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Ed
	Packard
	ct Jones
	Cook
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	James 
	Sprittles
	
	
	
	Bowled
	Khan
	42
	
	 
	
	 

	8
	James 
	Clark
	not out
	 
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	Mark
	Grass
	LBW
	Khan
	0
	
	 
	
	 

	10
	James 
	Ward
	not out
	 
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	extras
	
	 
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	47.4 overs
	
	149
	for
	8
	wkts
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st Name
	Surname
	Overs
	Mdns 
	Runs 
	Wkts 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ayaz
	Khan
	9
	0
	27
	2
	
	 
	 

	Carl
	Thompson
	12.4
	3
	48
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Jack
	Miell
	6
	1
	25
	1
	
	 
	 

	Adam
	Cook
	11
	2
	29
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Sam 
	Jones
	10
	6
	15
	1
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Bletchley Town (25 points) beat Cumnor (10 points) by 2 wickets

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


