Bletchley Town 3rd XI v Aston Clinton II

5th June 2010

Another Saturday, another day of glorious weather. A slightly changed team due to exams and such but we assembled most of the usual motley crew of miscreants, however, we appeared to be marble-hewn adonises ( adonees / adonii  ??? ) compared to the opposition who made Denbigh Hall Sports look like a professional outfit !!

I tactically lost the toss and their captain, struggling from the exertions of walking out to the middle chose to put us in.

In the absence of Matt, rightfully promoted to the 2s, Tom W and Ali took to the middle, moving the score onto 5 before Ali was rightly adjudged out CBW, ( Cankles Before Wicket for the uneducated ). Kevin replaced Ali and was back 3 balls later having added 1 to the total, 9 for 2 after 4 overs and looking all too familiar, I went out again and attempted to bore them to death whilst Tom kept the score ticking along nicely, all the while listening to the most inane sledging ever heard at Manor Fields, comparable only to the inept chatterings of slightly deranged spider monkeys, even Saatchi would have been better than them !!  These actions were duly noted to be repaid with interest at a later time ( 

Anyhow, back to the game, after another 10 overs the score had moved on to 49 before I remembered having seen someone play an off-drive on the TV and thinking “ ooooohh that looked good I’ll give that a go one day “, on reflection probably not the greatest decision as I nicked it through to the keeper, it always looks so easy on the TV !!

The returning Monty replaced me and set about the bowlers, quickly adding 40 runs with Tom W before he was caught out for 25, Tom now having moved into the 40s, Fletch came out and added 2 before being bowled and Tom was bowled for 44, a good knock in the conditions. Tom H then came in at no 7 and played himself in for a few balls before hitting his 2nd six in consecutive games, almost in the river but just dropping short. He continued to play well, moving to 14 not out whilst a succession of batsman fell around him, Martin, Siva & Chris all aiming towards the trophy for the most ducks, Ben Talbot added 3 and we were all out for 127. Not the best batting performance ever, Only the 2 Toms and Monty making double figures and lots of wickets given away far too easily, nets are on Thursday nights and also a bit of space on Friday nights so no excuses for not practising.

Tea was taken, a sterling effort from Amanda, and we trudged back to the bottom square knowing we had an uphill struggle ahead.

Ali opened the bowling with 4 wides in a 10 ball over before rediscovering his line in the next over, unlucky not to get a wicket after the batsman nicked the ball through to Tom and was not given, although given his size, walking was not an option either as he appeared allergic to physical exertion. Justice was soon done though when he was bowled by Chris W without troubling the scorers, I did point out that he may not actually be out as there were still 2 stumps standing but he chose to ignore this (
Unfortunately what followed was not pretty, their skipper proceeded to stand there and smack the ball all over the shop, ably assisted by some rank leg side deliveries and some of the worst long barriers ever seen, I think we must break some kind of record for having the most bow legged fielders ever seen, half of them have legs like Queen Anne chairs. The no 3 batsman came out to bat with a size 4 garage forecourt bat and lashed it about for a little while, before attempting to hit the ball through the fat bloke fielding 10 feet away from him who wouldn’t shut up, job done as he smacked it into my left hand, wicket gone, send off following shortly after …

Unfortunately the opener was still in, to be fair he was taking full advantage of the bad balls and soon hit his 50 before chipping the ball back to Fletch, who took a good catch, then changed his mind, juggled about a bit, caught it again and then dropped it again, in even slower motion than before, it was like watching a Sky HD advert !!

Tom and Martin were bought into the attack, Martin taking a wicket in his 1st over and Tom taking 1 in his 4th when the batsman left a straight one. 

Fletch came on to have a go at the tail with Ben Talbot, Ben bowling excellently, Fletch re-enacting his drop of earlier in the innings for those without Sky + .

Having watched the batsman swing and miss going for the big one over long off I pulled Chris W in and sprinted out there (  next ball the batsman connected with one and  managed to pick me out, give or take 10 yards. He was out for 74, a match winning innings, as they only needed 7 to win at this point with 6 wickets in hand, Fletch bowled one out, who was again sent off with some helpful words of encouragement, none of which were taken on board giving his bat waving posturing as he trudged off. 

The final runs were soon put on the board though, and we lost by 4 wickets.

Final thoughts, with the exception of a few people, batting was crap, fielding pretty much the same and bowling left a lot to be desired. Given the surplus of players we now have at the club and the competition for places in all 3 teams there is only 1 name that is assured on the teamsheet this season, and that’s only because I fill the forms in and write the match reports. I would also like to see as many people possible at nets on a Thursday, it is blatantly obvious that you can’t just turn up on a Saturday and turn it on as if by magic. We lost on Saturday against a mid table team playing mid table cricket, that is not the level that we should be aspiring to.

Next week we are away against Great Brickhill and will need to be on top of our game if we are to avenge the losing draw earlier in the season.

Bletchley Batting

	
	
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	Tom Woodwards
	Bowled
	Hewitt
	44

	2
	Ali Dawson
	CBW
	Wood
	1

	3
	Kevin Gladwin
	Ct Keeper
	Hewitt
	1

	4
	Jason Heenan
	Ct Keeper
	Nicholls
	8

	5
	Alex Stoyles
	Caught
	Kedzierski
	25

	6
	Richard Fletcher
	Bowled
	Hewitt
	2

	7
	Tom Heenan
	NOT
	OUT
	14

	8
	Martin Jones
	Bowled
	Hewitt
	0

	9
	Ben Talbot
	Caught
	Hewitt
	3

	10
	Siva Balendran
	Bowled
	Hewitt
	0

	11
	Chris Weissang
	LBW
	Wood
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	29

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	127 ao


Aston Clinton Bowling

	Name
	
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wood
	
	10
	2
	28
	2

	Hewitt
	
	10
	0
	37
	6

	Nicholls
	
	5
	1
	23
	1

	Kedzierski
	
	6
	0
	23
	1

	Skiller
	
	5
	2
	10
	0


Aston Clinton Batting

	
	
	How Out
	Bowler
	Total

	1
	Wood
	Ct J Heenan
	Fletcher
	79

	2
	Wiltshire
	Bowled
	Weissang
	0

	3
	Kedzierski
	Ct J Heenan
	Weissang
	8

	4
	Skiller
	Ct Woodwards
	Jones
	12

	5
	Nicholls
	Bowled
	T Heenan
	5

	6
	Workman
	NOT
	OUT
	12

	7
	Hewitt
	Bowled
	Fletcher
	0

	8
	Burgess
	NOT
	OUT
	4

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Extras
	
	
	11

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	131-6


Bletchley Bowling

	Name
	
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chris Weissang
	
	6
	1
	19
	1

	Tom Heenan
	
	5
	0
	28
	1

	Martin Jones
	
	3
	0
	18
	1

	Ali Dawson
	
	6
	1
	33
	0

	Richard Fletcher
	
	3.2
	0
	28
	2

	Ben Talbot
	
	2
	0
	4
	0


Bletchley 5 points,  Aston Clinton 25 points.

