1st game of the new season home to Sanford St Martin 7/5/11.

With variable weather I was torn initially whether to bat or bowl subject to winning the toss, having lost the toss that was a mute point and Sanford asked us to bat.

I thought we would get the better of the pitch later on, so I was relieved at not having to make the choice.

An original opening pairing of Dave Shepherd and Chris Greenway, with Matt moving to the 1sts was back in harness.

Things did not go well Dave was out cheaply for 5 glancing down the leg side, Coops was out LBW for 2, Ian Smith had a ball pop and was out for 4 and then Chris was given LBW for 13, the minor highlight was Ben Talbot and U15 player who was starting his first game for the 2nds scoring a promising 28, he should have gone on to score more but skied one to the keeper and we were 58-5.

80 looked achievable 120 was a dream, but I had not reckoned on a partnership of another debutant Michael Houpe and Abs Premnath.

They put on a partnership of 116, Mike scoring an impressive 75, Abs a very supportive and mature knock of 33.

At the second drinks break Mike was given the option of “going for it” but he was out off a slightly mistimed shot caught at mid on.

The score was 176-6 Abs perished soon afterwards and it was down to Ben Shepherd and Ricardo to play out the final overs they were not out 11 and 10 respectively.

We finished off 202-8 after 53 overs.

Sanford came in to bat with intent.

A slight tactical error on my part I opened with Michael Houpe, thinking he would be buoyed by his batting performance.

His 3 overs went for went for 22, Chris was bowling economically from the other end, but the openers were in, and my 3 overs went for 25 though the wicket of Bartholomew on 34 helped.

When the 1st wicket was taken they were 54-1 Cox being run out for 26, Bartholomew’s wicket had them 72-2.

Ricardo had replaced Mike but he found it difficult to find a way through and Ben replaced him.

After couple of overs from A Smith, Ricardo switched ends and things began to happen.

Abs took two smart stumping of both spinners.

Ben and Ricardo slowly had an impact but whilst Thompson was in, Sandford looked destined to win the game.

Sandford were 170-6 in the 41st over with 6 overs to be bowled but the wicket of Thompson (caught A Smith) who scored a clever 63 turned the tide and the remaining wickets fell cheaply.

Ben and Ricardo bowled through out sharing 29 overs between them.

Ben recorded 13-2-50-5 and Ricardo 15.5-2-50-3

They won us the game posting 20+ runs between them to bolster our score and taking the wickets

Sandford finished on 191.

A really good days cricket, played in the right atmosphere, could have gone either way right to the end, but we managed to bowl ourselves to a win……25 points a good start to the campaign

Bletchley Innings
	Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	D Shepherd
	Ct Cox
	Watts 
	5

	C Greenway
	LBW
	Snow
	13

	S Cooper
	LBW
	Cox
	2

	I Smith
	Ct Gatling
	Cox
	4

	B Talbot
	Ct Cox
	Darley
	28

	M Houpe
	Ct Cook
	Ward
	75

	A Premnath
	Ct Thompson
	Cox 
	33

	B Shepherd
	Not Out
	
	11

	R Brown
	Run Out
	
	7

	D Kane
	DNB
	
	10

	A Smith
	DNB
	
	5

	Extras 
	 
	 
	                        21

	Total 
	 
	38Overs 
	202


Sandford Bowling
	 Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	R Cox
	10
	2
	39
	3

	P Watts
	5
	0
	18
	1

	B Snow
	5
	0
	25
	2

	J Howe
	20
	3
	61
	1

	E Catlin
	2
	0
	16
	0

	T Simms
	11
	3
	27
	0


Sandford Batting
	 Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	R Cox
	Run Out
	
	26

	Bartholomew
	LBW
	Kane
	34

	Reynolds
	Bowled
	B Shepherd
	25

	Thompson
	Ct A Smith
	B Shepherd
	63

	Watts
	St Premnath
	Brown
	8

	Cook
	St Premnath
	B Shepherd
	7

	Howe
	Ct I Smith
	Brown
	9

	R Cox
	LBW
	B Shepherd
	5

	Snow
	Ct I Smith
	B Shepherd
	0

	Catlin
	Bowled
	Brown
	5

	Simms
	Not Out
	
	0

	Extras 
	 
	 
	9

	Total 
	 
	52 overs 
	191


 Bletchley Bowling
	Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Greenway
	8
	3
	21
	0

	Houpe
	3
	0
	22
	0

	Kane
	3
	2
	21
	1

	B Shepherd
	13
	2
	50
	5

	A Smith
	2
	0
	16
	0

	Brown
	15.5
	2
	50
	3


.

