It makes you smile when things go right.

Cherwell league Division 6 Bletchley II V Gt Brickhill II June 4th 2011

So the top of the table clash at Manor Fields between BTCC II and Gt Brickhill II.

The weather was going to be hot and upon inspecting the pitch, I was of a mind to bat if winning the toss, as I thought our spinners Ben Shepherd and Alan Smith would make use of a drier pitch in the second innings.

The toss was taken and Brickhill won chose to bowl, which suited my game plan.

Yet again Dave Shepherd had a new opening partner in Tom Woodwards and against the opening bowling pair of Lee Morgan and Drew Burrows runs were difficult to come by.

Morgan bowled at a slow medium pace but with accuracy that made scoring difficult and Drew was causing more problems with the ball swinging in to the bat.

After 13 overs we had only scored 20 runs, but the ball was starting to soften and Dave in particular was starting to find the boundary.

Morgan and Burrows had been replaced by Woodhouse and Paterson and after 20 overs we had 49 on the board with out loss.

Dave and Tom took advantage of the change and Tom started to up the tempo playing some sumptuous cover drives to the boundary, this was also interspersed with cleverly taken singles and the 100 partnership was achieved by the 25th over.

This is now 4 in five games and with 6 batsmen also achieving half centuries things are looking positive.

Woodhouse and Patterson had shipped 61 runs and were replaced by the mercurial Glenn Burrows and Ali Bowden

At 121 Dave was bowled by Bowden and replaced by Michael Houpe who is in good form, Tom Woodwards follow shortly after having reached his half-century.

Tom Brooks first game of the season, and the ring rust was all apparent after he was sent packing after 2 balls edging to Drew Burrows at gully.

Glenn was bowling intelligently using a full length and exploiting the variable bounce.

Bowden bowled Houpe (14) with one that kept low, Ben Talbot (6) and Abs Premnath(2) suffered similar fates to balls that being pitched short by Burrows failed to get up Talbot bowled and Abs LBW.

We had gone from 120 for nought to 166 for 6 oops.

Darren Turner was next in to bat and once he had settled he hit three successive boundaries to ease the pressure.

Warwick snicked off to the keeper for 6 off the bowling of Glenn Burrows and Ben Shepherd joined the fray.

He played a typical Ben innings anything in the slot was going to the boundary, whilst blocking the good balls.

He and Darren put on 53 in 9 overs, which allowed a declaration in the 49th over Bletchley 222-8, this gave us three additional overs of bowling.

Bletchley opened with Turner and Kane after tea, Jones and Sibley facing.

After the 8th over Turner was replaced by Ben Shepherd and switched ends replacing Kane.

There was immediate success Shepherd had Sibley (11) caught by Tom Brooks low at midwicket.

Turner in his 1st over after the switch trapped Hiles LBW nought, this was followed  by a caught and bowled chance that was spilled by Shepherd off the bat of Jones the following over.

Turner struck again the captain taking a stunning one-handed catch at mid wicket ( I am writing the report) to dismiss Boad for 4.

Tristan Hardy was determined to stick around and took the opportunity to dispatch  any offline balls bowled by Shepherd but was enticed to hit one straight to Warwick at Mid off perishing for 14.

In an inspired piece of captaincy ( I am writing the report) Ben Talbot was brought on to replace Turner to add another spin option he immediately found turn and bounce and in his 1st over got Jones to glove one in the air this was taken by Abs rushing round from behind the stumps.

Glen Burrows joined Woodhouse at the crease, Woodhouse adding 16 before being bowled by Shepherd..

Ben Talbot was taken off and replaced by Houpe.

Burrows was joined by Patterson and though the chase for victory was long gone they were trying to increase the score whilst looking to see out the overs.

Houpe then bowled Burrows for 20 and we were again looking for the win, Bowden was the bowled by Houpe for 0 and we just need to take two more wickets.

Patterson was still batting very sensibly and Drew Burrows joined him in the middle.

Darren was brought back on to use his pace to grab the win, but Patterson and Drew Burrows defended stoutly, and the game started to drift.

The Captain had some choices to make.

Alan Smith replaced Shepherd but he could not tempt the batsmen into a false stroke.

After three overs Talbot came back on to replace Smith and in his 1st over got Patterson to play a rash shot that was taken easily by Brooks in the covers.

The final wicket fell when Drew Burrows who had defended his wicket well, was bowled by Talbot, the ball ran down the bat off the defensive stoke and rolled onto the stumps to dislodge the bails, Morgan was left 3 not out.

Great Brickhill all out 131 in 45 overs, the declaration had forced Brickhill to see out 50 overs.

A fantastic all round performance by the team in all departments, the batsmen and bowlers stuck to their tasks, and I was pleased for Talbot and Houpe both only 15 who contributed so well in the victory.

The additions of Woodwards and Brooks have also boosted the fielding element of our game.

25 points puts us at the top of the table but we have another tough game next week away to Horspath III who lie second.

Bletchley Innings
	Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	D Shepherd
	Bowled
	Bowden 
	46

	T Woodwards
	Bowled
	G Burrows
	50

	M Houpe
	Bowled
	Bowden
	14

	T Brooks
	Ct D Burrows
	Bowden
	0

	B Talbot
	Bowled
	G Burrows
	6

	D Turner
	Not Out
	
	33

	Abs Premnath
	LBW
	G Burrows 
	2

	D Warwick
	Ct Hardy
	D Burrows
	6

	B Shepherd
	Bowled
	G Burrows
	35

	D Kane
	DNB
	
	0

	A Smith
	DNB
	
	0

	Extras 
	 
	 
	27

	Total 
	 
	49 Overs 
	222- 8 Dec


Gt Brickhill Bowling
	 Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Morgan
	10
	3
	19
	0

	D Burrows
	10
	3
	37
	1

	Woodhouse
	4
	0
	21
	0

	Paterson
	6
	0
	40
	0

	G Burrows
	13.4
	0
	64
	4

	Bowden
	6
	1
	23
	3


Gt Brickhill Batting
	 Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	Jones
	Ct Abs
	Talbot
	12

	Sibley
	Ct Brooks
	B Shepherd
	11

	Hiles
	LBW
	Turner
	0

	Boad
	Ct Kane
	Turner
	4

	Hardy
	Ct Warwick
	B Shepherd
	14

	Woodhouse
	Bowled
	B Shepherd
	16

	G Burrows
	Bowled
	Houpe
	20

	Patterson
	Ct Brooks
	Talbot
	11

	Bowden
	Bowled
	Houpe
	0

	D Burrows
	Bowled
	Talbot
	4

	Morgan
	Not Out
	
	3

	Extras 
	 
	 
	36

	Total 
	 
	45 overs 
	131


 Bletchley Bowling
	Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Turner
	10
	3
	19
	2

	Kane
	4
	0
	14
	0

	B Shepherd
	13
	2
	38
	3

	B Talbot
	8
	2
	24
	3

	M Houpe
	6
	3
	6
	2

	A Smith
	4
	3
	2
	0


.

