Bletchley II v Abingdon Vale Div 6 Cherwell League 18/6/11.

Another rainy week.

Guest Umpire Peter Meadows our Cherwell Panel appointee, it was nice to see him before the club dinner for once.

We had, had rain during the week and with a covered wicket the toss was again important as we faced Abingdon Vale at home.

For the second successive match the Bletchley Captain lost the toss and was invited to bat.

Shock news was the withdrawal of our mainstay opener Dave Shepherd for personal reasons, what is a Friday night without the odd dilemma or drama.

I had managed to assemble a strong side with Alex Kilby being available to bolster the batting line up.

Tom Woodwards and Stuart Cooper opened the batting, in trying conditions.

In the opening over Tom was given out caught behind, he was unfortunate as the ball had flicked his pad, Cooper was joined by Alex Kilby.

Things got worse when Killa was caught in the second over off Mitchell chipping to mid on Bletchley 5-2.

Michael Houpe who has grown in confidence every week joined Coops at the crease, but Coops was then caught having scored 2 and Bletchley were really struggling 20-3.

Mike was joined by Darren Turner and started to rebuild, they pushed the score on to 50 with Mike striking the boundaries before Darren was bowled for 8, 50-4.

Ben Talbot should have tried patience to see Bletchley to a reasonable score but was quickly out bowled for 5 having hit one boundary 72-5.

Mike was joined by Abs they had enjoyed and excellent partnership at the start of the season against Sandford, with a 100+ partnership, they took the score to 94 before Mike was out bowled for 45.

Tom Brooks was in and out for a sparkling 5 and with the rain delays and an early tea were now reduced to 40 overs.

Ben Shepherd was sent in to add some impetus to the scoring he hit a quick fire 15no with Abs finishing on 33no.

Bletchley 143-7

A quick turn around between innings with Abingdon sensing a victory and having 30 overs to chase down our score.

This was not a wicket suited to bowlers not banging it in (i.e me), so Darren and Mike Houpe opened the bowling.

Mike was wayward in his 1st over going for 10 as Abingdon looked to get off to a quick start, but his next 2 overs produced a wicket and two maidens Groome LBW for 13 Abingdon 19-1.

Darren was probing away and stuck in his 3rd over having Howe Davis caught by Killa in the slips.

Mike had been bowling well but the intension was to try and frustrate the batsman and Alan Smith was introduced to try and dry up the runs but his two overs went for 18.

Ben Shepherd was brought on to bowl and in his second over struck having Ford stumped for 34 by Abs.

We then had a further rain interruption and the Abingdon innings was reduced to 24 overs still chasing 143 to win the game.

Nagvesker was then run out for 26 and the game was heading for a draw with Abingdon who had been desperate to force a win looked to amass as many points as possible in a drawn game.

Stuart Cooper was brought into the attack and with the overs running out bowled Barker for 1.

The game was finally drawn with Abingdon totalling 134 in their allotted overs.

10 points to Bletchley 8 points to Abingdon.

A good game of cricket all round in trying conditions mainly when we batted, and a decent result for Bletchley considering they were put into bat.
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Bletchley Innings
	Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	T Woodwards
	Caught
	
	0

	S Cooper
	Ct
	
	2

	A Kilby
	Ct
	
	0

	M Houpe
	Bowled
	
	45

	D Turner
	Bowled
	
	8

	B Talbot
	Bowled
	
	5

	A Premnath
	Not Out
	
	33

	T Brookes
	Bowled
	
	5

	B Shepherd
	Not Out
	
	15

	A Smith
	DNB
	
	

	D Kane
	DNB
	
	

	Extras 
	 
	 
	                        26

	Total 
	 
	40 overs
	143


Abingdon Bowling
	 Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	
	13
	1
	43
	3

	
	7
	1
	10
	1

	
	7
	2
	10
	1

	
	13
	0
	63
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Sandford Batting
	 Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	Groome
	LBW
	Houpe
	13

	Howe Davis
	Ct Kilby
	Turner
	4

	Ford
	St Premnath
	B Shepherd
	34

	Nagvesker
	Run Out
	
	26

	Butcher
	Not Out 
	
	16

	Barker
	Bowled
	Cooper
	1

	Hood
	Not Out 
	
	15

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Extras 
	 
	 
	23

	Total 
	 
	23 overs
	134


 Bletchley Bowling
	Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Turner
	9
	0
	34
	1

	Houpe
	5
	0
	25
	1

	A Smith
	2
	0
	18
	0

	B Shepherd
	4
	0
	20
	1

	S Cooper
	4
	0
	27
	1

	
	
	
	
	


.

