Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Buckingham Town
Saturday 20th August 2011
Bletchley Town followed up last week’s excellent win at Cumnor by demolishing local rivals Buckingham at home by 54 runs thanks again to a solid batting performance, and 6 wickets for all-rounder James Sprittles. In their fight for survival, Bletchley were boosted further by news that Oxford had lost at Bourton Vale, though with both theses sides to play, it should be a nail-biting finale after a long hard season.
Bletchley won the toss, and skipper James Clark surprised many when he chose to bat first despite the bowler-friendly conditions. Although Graham Simpson and Raj Lall had to be watchful, the successfully negotiated the new ball to put on a stand of 58. This partnership was crucial as it set up a good platform on which to build, which was only ended when Lall (21) tried to force Ell over the top and was brilliantly caught one-handed by Fletcher running back at mid-on.

Ken Hollis departed quickly, but Simpson in partnership with Matt Shepherd were looking good as Buckingham’s seam attack could not find any further breakthroughs. By the 34th over, Town had reached 101-2 and a score of 200 seemed possible. Bletchley then suffered a wobble as Buckingham fought back through off-spinners James Gear and Ben Stafford. 

Simpson, who top scored with a stoic 43, was caught and bowled by Gear off a leading edge, and then Shepherd picked out Ell at mid-wicket off the same bowler for 17. Sprittles and Roberts departed cheaply to Stafford as the hosts found themselves 132-6. 

A partnership of 42 in 9 overs which featured a typically no-nonsense 26 from James Ward and an enterprising 37 at over a run a ball from James Clark took Bletchley past the 160 mark before Ward was stumped trying to force the pace of Stafford. With Clark run out on the very last ball of the innings, Bletchley closed on 189-8 in their 53 overs. For Buckingham, there were three wickets apiece for Ben Stafford (3-27) and James Gear (3-62).
Having disposed of Bourton Vale by 10 wickets the previous week, Buckingham’s openers Ashley Pearson and Andrew Fletcher were clearly in good form, and looked at ease in the opening exchanges. However, with the score on 17, Pearson went after a wider one from Sprittles and was well caught by Saxon Wright at point for 5. Further joy was to come when Oxfordshire Development start Jonny Cater mis-timed a pull shot off Roberts to Mark Grass at mid-on for 9. This was a big wicket for Bletchley and the hosts sensed victory.

With Sprittles now at full steam, he quickly removed ex-Stony Stratford all-rounder Simon Myatt LBW for a duck and then in tandem with James Ward, diving athletically to his right to take a one-handed catch, dismissed Callum Cater for 0. Buckingham were in real trouble at 31-4.

A stand of 47 between the highly impressive Fletcher who was still looking at ease, and Ben Stafford got Buckingham back in the game. Saxon Wright replaced Mark Roberts at the Rugby Ground End and in his third over made one bounce on Stafford and Raj Lall completed the catch at gully. Shortly afterwards, Buckingham captain Jason Ell was unluckily caught at square leg by Ramanadanpulle off a full ball from Wright to leave Buckingham 86-6.

Graham Simpson bowled a tidy spell of 6 overs for just 10 runs but was whipped out of the attack as Sprittles returned to remove James Gear LBW, Valmbhia and Nix to leave the visitors on the brink. Throughout this time, the opener, Andrew Fletcher had batted serenely to get more than half of the Buckingham runs as his partners struggled at the other end. Mark Roberts returned to the attack and with the first ball of his second over, Fletcher hit the ball to Mark Grass, who took his third catch of the innings and was out for a superb 84, to hand Bletchley victory by 54 runs.
For the hosts, James Sprittles excelled taking 6-47 in 13 overs. He was backed up well by the ever-reliable Mark Roberts (2-32 in 10.1 overs) and Saxon Wright (2-32). It was an excellent performance from Bletchley and gives them every hope of survival heading into next week’s trip to Oxford knowing that a win at Roman Way should keep them safe depending on the outcome of the Home Counties League above. 
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Date 20th August 2011 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Graham ct & bowled Gear 43

2 Raj Lall ct Fletcher Ell 21

3 Ken Hollis ct Myatt Gear 4

4 Matt ct Ell Gear 17

5 James st Cater Stafford 26

6 James Bowled Stafford 2

7 Mark Roberts Bowled Stafford 4

8 James Run Out 37

9 Mark not out 6

10

11

extras 29

Total 53 overs 189 for 8 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Simon  Myatt 5 2 9 0

Josh Nix 7 3 11 0

Vish Valambhia 15 1 49 0

Jason Ell 6 1 13 1

James Gear 13 0 62 3

Ben Stafford 7 1 27 3

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Ashley ct Wright Sprittles 5

2 Andrew Fletcher ct Grass Roberts 84

3 Jonny Cater ct Grass Roberts 9

4 Simon LBW Sprittles 0

5 Callum ct Ward Sprittles 0

6 Ben ct Lall Wright 9

7 Jason  Ell ct Ramanadanpulle Wright 1

8 James LBW Sprittles 4

9 Vish ct Grass Sprittles 6

10 Josh Bowled Sprittles 10

11 Richard Pengelly not out 0

extras 7

Total 38.1 overs 135 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark Roberts 10.1 3 32 2

James  Sprittles 13 3 47 6

Saxon Wright 6 1 32 2

Graham Simpson 6 2 10 0

Jude Ramanadanpulle 3 0 11 0
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