Cricket - Cherwell League Division One: Bletchley Town v Bourton Vale
Saturday 3rd September 2011
Bletchley Town ended the season on a high to secure 7th position in the Cherwell League Division One when they thrashed already-relegated Bourton Vale at Manor Fields by ten wickets. Bletchley’s status in the top flight was confirmed by them finishing above local rivals Leighton Buzzard, and the fact that Thame avoided the drop from the Home Counties Premier League.
Bletchley won the toss and had no hesitation on inserting the visitors despite a good-looking pitch. With Mark Roberts and James Sprittles both in good form, it seemed a logical decision by skipper James Clark, and as early as the 3rd over Roberts struck in consecutive balls by removing arguably the visitors’ best players when he clean bowled both Nick Anderson and Ben Hughes. When Charlie Davies snicked Roberts’ slower delivery to wicketkeeper James Ward, Bletchley sensed a short day at the office.

James Sprittles quickly got in on the act removing Morton and Nicholson in the same over the leave Bourton reeling at 17-5 with all their best batsmen back in the hutch. A brief fightback led by Harry Keeling and Jack Boone was short-lived as Roberts claimed his second 5-wicket haul of the campaign as the visitors were outclassed. 

Jude Ramanadanpulle replaced Sprittles at the Football Ground End, and his tight spell brought him two wickets before Graham Simpson collected the final wicket when Jarvis top edged a heave to Saxon Wright as Bourton Vale recorded a rather paltry 77 all out. Mark Roberts was the pick of the bowlers with 5-34, ably supported by Jude Ramanadanpulle (2-5) and James Sprittles (2-12).

It was clear from the Bletchley reply that the visitors had given up any chance of winning the game and chose to try a number of different bowlers, much to the chagrin of the umpires. Bletchley’s openers Graham Simpson and Raj Lall did not seem to have much problem and went about their task with panache as they aimed to get the hosts to their target. When Simpson smashed Fielding for another boundary, Bletchley had reached their target in just 13 overs. Simpson was unbeaten on 33 and Raj Lall unbeaten on 28 as Bletchley recorded a 10-wicket whitewash to leave Bourton Vale pointless in what was a one-sided contest.

When news filtered through that Champions Shipton had demolished Leighton Buzzard by 8 wickets, Bletchley knew they were safe regardless of events elsewhere. Fortunately for Buzzard, Thame scrambled a victory in the HCPL against Horspath to survive meaning that Horspath were relegated to the Cherwell League for next season, and Reading have been relegated to the Thames Valley League after defeat to Gerrards Cross. 
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Date 3rd September 1 Venue

Ist name How out Bowler runs

1 Nick Anderson Bowled Roberts 8

2 Charlie Davies ct Ward Roberts 5

3 Ben Hughes Bowled Roberts 0

4 Barney Morton ct & bowled Sprittles 4

5 Harry Keeling LBW Roberts 13

6 John Nicholson ct Simpson Sprittles 0

7 Jack Boone ct Houpe Roberts 16

8 Rob Langley ct & bowled Ramanadanpulle 4

9 Josh Fielding Bowled Ramanadanpulle 8

10 Dan Parker Not Out 6

11 Joe Jarvis ct Wright Simpson 5

extras 8

Total 24.4 overs 77 for 10 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Mark Roberts 8 1 34 5

James Sprittles 7 2 12 2

Jude Ramanadanpulle 5 2 5 2

Saxon Wright 3 0 13 0

Graham Simpson 1.4 0 6 1

Ist name How Out Bowler runs

1 Graham not out 33

2 Raj Lall not out 28
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extras 18

Total 13 79 for 0 wkts

1st NameSurname Overs Mdns  Runs  Wkts 

Dan Parker 2 0 14 0

Josh Fielding 2 0 19 0

Rob Langley 2 0 6 0

Jack Boone 1 0 12 0

John  Nicholson 1 0 1 0

Harry Keeling 1 1 0 0

Barney Morton 1 0 12 0

Ben  Hughes 2 1 3 0

Charlie Davies 1 0 9 0

Surname

Simpson



Bletchley Town (25 points) beat  Bourton Vale (0 points) by 10 wickets



Division Manor Fields

Bletchley Town v Bourton Vale

Innings of Bourton Vale

Surname

INNINGS OF Bletchley Town


