The trials and tribulations of a Captain.

Bletchley away to local rivals Wolverton 14/5/11.

A 15 minute drive to Wolverton is pretty much our nearest away game.

We had been able to pick a competitive side, and having won the toss I elected to bowl.

At 12.30 I was missing 3 players, enquiries made, Ricardo was still at home waiting for me to arrange a lift! Abs was hustling from Hatfield having taken an exam that morning and Ian Smith had not mentioned to Alan he was in the two’s.

Ben Shepherd was despatched to collect Ricardo and Glenn Dickinson the Wolverton captain was gracious enough to delay the start.

Darren Turner and Des Kane opened the bowling, but I fear the captains mind was not really on the game and he went for an expensive 18 off two overs, Darren was bowling with real nip from the other end and had both openers troubled.

Lampard went in the 7th over with the score on 26 caught behind by Abs off Darren.

Michael Houpe had been brought on to replace Kane and bowled a tidy 6 overs for 22, and was then replaced by Ben Shepherd.

Darren took the wicket of Dawson for 3 and Wolverton were 41-2

Darren was switched for Ben Shepard and Ricardo Brown came on from the other end, the pair bowled in tandem for the rest of the match.

Arif joined Wade at the crease and they moved the game on to 110 before he was caught at point by Kane off Shepherd

The pick of the Wolverton batting was Zack Wade who played all his shots in the V and went on to score 72, but a rash shot saw him caught in the deep at cow by Dave Shepherd off Ben Shepherd.

Ben was bowling a mixture good balls and indifferent deliveries and whist he took the wickets he was ably supported by Ricardo at the other end who bowled really tightly and was rewarded with two wickets himself

Two weeks running the spin twins have taken the game away from the opposition, the remainder of the batting only adding 53 run.

Wolverton all out for 163.

Stuart Cooper was promoted to opener alongside Dave Shepherd and once they had seen off the new ball the runs started to flow

Coops reached his 50 off 68 balls, Dave followed shortly after off 69, at this point the writing was on the wall for Wolverton.

The next target was to get the runs with the loss of no wickets, which was achieved inside 34 overs.

Bletchley 166-0

A brilliant performance all round by the team in the field and with bat and ball.

Quote of the day Glenn Dickinson “next time you turn up with seven we are starting”

Wolverton Batting
	 Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	Lampard
	Ct Abs
	Turner
	12

	Wade
	Ct D Shepherd
	B Shepherd
	72

	Dawson
	Bowled
	Turner
	3

	Arif
	Ct Kane
	B Shepherd
	18

	Baker
	Bowled
	Brown
	6

	Butler
	Bowled
	B Shepherd
	2

	Amos
	Ct D Shepherd
	B Shepherd
	2

	Dickinson
	Ct and Bowled
	B Shepherd
	10

	King
	Ct Abs
	Brown
	8

	Rehman
	Not Out
	
	2

	Malik
	Ct and Bowled
	B Shepherd
	13

	Extras 
	 
	 
	10

	Total 
	 
	48 overs 
	163


 Bletchley Bowling
	Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Turner
	14
	2
	42
	2

	Kane
	2
	0
	18
	0

	Houpe
	6
	0
	22
	0

	B Shepherd
	15
	1
	52
	6

	Brown
	12
	5
	21
	2

	
	
	
	
	


Bletchley Innings
	Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	D Shepherd
	Not Out
	
	70

	S Cooper
	Not Out
	
	74

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Extras 
	 
	 
	                        22

	Total 
	 
	34Overs 
	166


Wolverton Bowling
	 Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Rehman
	2
	0
	9
	0

	Malik
	6.5
	0
	43
	0

	King
	8
	2
	30
	0

	Dickinson
	7
	3
	23
	0

	Amos
	6
	1
	23
	0

	Lampard
	4
	1
	25
	0


