Long Marston II v Bletchley Town II Cherwell League Div 6, 28/5/11

Bletchley visited Long Marston II fielding a stronger side than the previous week against Nondies.

With the damp weather that had been around, the track was reminiscent of an early season Manor Fields track, a little damp and looked low and slow.

It was with some surprise that on winning the toss Long Marston chose to bat yes I would have put them in.

The opening batsmen were Ali and Marsh, Darren Turner took the 1st over.

Ali smashed the 1st ball of the innings for 4 over long on and the scene was set for some boundary action, Ali didn’t do singles.

Darren removed Marsh for nought, Ali still trying to hit every ball to the boundary with some uncultured shots.

Des was bowling from the other end tightly and induced a false stoke form Ali the ball went straight to Warwick at mid off but he spilled the ball which included two bites at the cherry.

Kane then bowled Roberts for 3.

1st Quote of the day from Mark Grass “guys catch the ball when it comes to you” two balls later it did again from Ali, can you guess what happened?

Ali marched on. Finally in his 9th over Des again had Ali playing to mid off where Warwick graciously took the catch.

Darren (10-5-26-1) was replaced by Mark Grass, making a guest appearance from the 1sts (hopefully not for the last time as he is an asset to the side).

Though a little rusty he got into his stride.

Ben was brought on to replace Des after his 10 overs (10-4-27-2).

2nd quote of the day from Ben after his 1st over went for 8 “ I’m having to adjust to bowling up hill and I like bowling down wind”

3 overs for 17, no control, buffet bowling…… I suggested he might want to practice bowling up hill in the 3rds.

Grassy was chipping away, removing the middle order, he took the wickets of Bramble (6),Young (22) and Adams (20).

Young looked the pick of the Marston batting playing correct shots in the V and through the covers, but a brilliant piece of fielding from Dave Shepherd saw his demise.

Young clipped one off his pads from Grass and it looked destined to go to the boundary, Dave fielding at backward square dived full stretch to take a one handed catch dismissing Young, we were euphoric, no wonder Collingwood is retiring.

The weather intervened the incessant drizzle finally had the umpires taking us off.

Funilly enough Grassy was the last person who wanted the game halted as he was on a hot streak.

Alan Smith had been brought on to replace Ben and brought an air of calm to the preceedings taking the wickets of Green (7) caught Kane at 45 on the leg side and bowling Harper for 8.

Houpe replaced Grass and broke his duck in the 2nd X1 bowling Rose (4).

Beesley had stuck around for 15, but Darren returned and off most probably the worst ball of his stint had Beesley caught at mid off by Warwick.

Long Marston all out for 143 off 46 overs.

The Bletchley innings had Dave Shepherd opening with his 4th change of partner Abs Premnath.

Long Marston chose to open with Hamper and Keeble.

Hamper bowling at a brisk medium had Dave out in his 1st over LBW, but his length was generally too short and Ben Talbot replacing Dave found him no trouble.

Keeble was a much cleverer bowler, bowling slow medium that was hard to get away and Abs had to bat resolutely to keep him out.

Ben Talbot got into his stride after a dozen balls and upped the tempo, we had plenty of over but having had 1 interruption through the weather we wanted to ensure we saw the game out.

Abs was finally out thought by Keeble being bowled for 14.

Grassy joined Ben at the crease and his “stand and deliver style” suited the occasion.

Hamper was replaced by Beesley, the Long Marston captain and his slow left arm round, slowed the run rate.

He finally got Ben T with one that pitched leg and Ben getting tucked up and over balancing was neatly stumped for a well constructed 42.

Grassy was dealing in boundaries and Mike Houpe joined him, Hamper was brought back on and bowled Mike for 8, Darren replaced Mike and with Grassy looked to see us to the end.

Grassy was then caught by Young off Beesley for 33 and with Ben Shepherd out the next Ball to Beesley LBW for nought we had a slight panick.

Dave Warwick in his first game of the season  strode to the middle in 6 steps (well he is 10 foot 11 inches tall).

Darren had decided to be proactive and hit a monster 6 to steady the nerves.

Warwick after a few rusty swishes connected for his 4 of the season and Darren 27no and Warwick 14no won us the game Dave smearing the winning runs to the mid on boundary.

A well earned 25 points which sets us up for the top of the table clash with Gt Brickhill II at Manor Fields.

Long Marston Batting
	 Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	Ali
	Ct Warwick
	Kane
	38

	Marsh
	Bowled
	Turner
	0

	Roberts
	Bowled
	Kane
	3

	Bramble
	Ct Turner
	Grass
	6

	Young
	Ct D Shepherd
	Grass
	22

	Adams
	Bowled
	Grass
	20

	Green
	Ct Kane
	A Smith
	7

	Rose
	Bowled
	Houpe
	4

	Beesley
	Ct Warwick
	Turner
	15

	Harper
	Bowled
	Smith
	8

	Keeble
	Not Out
	
	1

	Extras 
	 
	 
	23

	Total 
	 
	46 overs 
	147


 Bletchley Bowling
	Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Turner
	11
	5
	26
	2

	Kane
	10
	4
	27
	2

	B Shepherd
	3
	0
	17
	0

	A Smith
	10
	2
	24
	2

	Houpe
	5
	2
	11
	1

	
	
	
	
	


Bletchley Innings
	Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	D Shepherd
	LBW
	Hamper
	1

	Abs Premnath
	Bowled
	Keable
	14

	B Talbot
	St Young
	Beasley
	42

	M Grass
	Ct Young
	Beasley
	33

	M Houpe
	Bowled
	Hamper
	8

	D Turner
	Not Out
	
	27

	B Shepherd
	LBW
	Beasley
	0

	D Warwick
	Not Out
	
	14

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Extras 
	 
	 
	                        10

	Total 
	 
	38 Overs 
	149


Wolverton Bowling
	 Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Hamper
	8
	0
	30
	2

	Keable
	11
	5
	33
	1

	Beesley
	11
	1
	35
	3

	Bramble
	2
	3
	23
	0

	Ali
	6
	0
	30
	0

	
	
	
	
	


