Bourton Vale II v Bletchley Town II Cherwell League Div 6, 25/6/11

The longest journey of the year, but to one of the prettier grounds on the circuit at Bourton on the Water.

Again we had the pleasure of the company of Peter Meadows and his wife, Peter had offered to officiate again as he always like coming to Bourton Vale.

Sadly this will be the last trip to this ground as the team are looking to the local Gloucestershire leagues for future seasons

As seems to be a habit Des lost the toss again and the Bourton captain invited us to bat.

Bourton had been ravaged pre season with a number of players leaving and the 2nd X1 was fielding a weakened side with 3 U13’s playing

The Bletchley innings had Dave Shepherd opening with now regular partner Tom Woodwards.

Bourton had a 1st team opening bowler Hughes on hand due to work commitments later that day  and in concert with Davies the Bourton captain they kept both openers honest.

The pitch whilst mainly dry had a couple of damp patches and scoring was hard to come by.

Hughes did not exploit the pitch to good effect bowling too short, and whilst sharp in pace the batsmen were able to leave the ball.

Davies was bowling a far better length and his ability to swing the ball kept the run rate down.

In the 16 over with the score on 37 Davies had Woodwards trapped LBW for 22.

Dave Shepherd followed the next over when Hughes finally pitched one up and Dave was also out LBW for 15.

Bletchley 53-2

Stuart Cooper and Michael Houpe then weathered the remainder of the opening attack the bowlers finishing Hughes 16-1-40-1, and Davies 13-4-1-30.

Bourton turned to spin and medium pace but this was not incisive enough and Stuart and Mike were able to accelerate the run rate.

Anything short was punished and the put on a stand of 76 before Michael was also trapped LBW just 2 short of his half century.

Ben Talbot joined Stuart in the middle and was the 4th person to go LBW for 6 playing across the line.

Darren Turner whose form has been improving with each innings took time to settle in scoring 12 from the first 20 deliveries faced, but against poor bowling decided to T off, Coops was also playing a cultured innings, but Darren decided boundaries were the order of the day and interspersed 5 fours with 3 huge sixes.

Both he and Stuart had posted their half centuries when Darren was bowled for 54 off 32 deliveries, the score was 227-5 and the captain declared with Stuart not out also on 54.

Tea taken

Darren and Des opened the bowling.

Darren was quickly into action removing Arthurs for 1 caught Ben Talbot at mid wicket, Des then bowled the other opener C Davies for 7, and Bourton were 8-2.

Shepherd and Curtis came to the crease.

Shepherd was watchful patting back anything on the stumps but when he could free his arms he sent the ball to the boundary across a lightning outfield.

Turner then bowled Curtis for 7 and the rot had set in.

Des rang the bowling changes replacing Turner with Houpe and bringing on Ben Shepherd  for himself.

Houpe removed Joynes for 0 caught behind and the Tevinie caught by Woodwards in the covers for the same score, Bourton 35-5.

The captain W Davies joined Shepherd in the middle and they tried to increase the score and gain some batting points, Davies in particular preferring the aerial route to the boundary.

Ben Shepherd finally trapped G Sheppherd LBW for 35 and the game was almost up.

We have an enigma in the side called Dave Warwick who at 6 foot 6 you would have thought would be your opening bowler.

He had, had a trundle for a couple of overs in the match against Horspath when the game was already lost and Des had the luxury with runs in hand to introduce him in to the game against the Bourton lower order.

Dave did not disappoint removing the Bourton skipper LBW for 41 in his 1st over.

In his 3rd over Nuttall was caught behind for 0 and in the following over Ben Shepherd had Hughes stumped for 0.

This wrapped up the game Bourton all out for 117.

With only 3 senior players in the side Bourton must look to the future and the younger players will prove to be nucleus of the side in years to come, none of them disgraced themselves it was just lack of experience.

Bletchley Innings
	Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	D Shepherd
	LBW
	Hughes
	15

	Woodwards
	LBW
	Davies
	22

	Cooper
	Not Out
	
	54

	M Houpe
	LBW
	Sheppherd
	48

	B Talbot
	LBW
	Ternier
	6

	D Turner
	Bowled
	Sheppherd
	54

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Extras 
	 
	 
	                        28

	Total 
	 
	48 Overs
	227-5 Dec


Bourton Vale bowling
	 Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Hughes
	16
	1
	40
	1

	W Davies
	13
	4
	30
	1

	Sheppard
	11
	0
	58
	2

	Ternier
	6
	0
	1
	51

	C Davies
	1
	0
	17
	0

	
	
	
	
	


 Bourton Vale Batting

	 Batsman
	 How Out
	 Bowler
	 Runs

	Arthurs
	Ct Talbot
	Turner
	1

	C Davies
	Bowled
	Kane
	7

	Sheppherd
	LBW
	B Shepherd
	35

	Curtis
	Bowled
	Turner
	7

	Joynes
	Ct Premnath
	Houpe
	0

	Ternier
	Ct Woodwards
	Houpe
	0

	W Davies
	LBW
	Warwick
	41

	O Driscoll
	Not Out
	
	4

	Nuttall
	Ct Premnath
	Warwick
	0

	Ross
	St Premnath
	B Shepherd
	0

	Hughes
	DNB
	
	

	Extras 
	 
	 
	

	Total 
	 
	33 Overs
	117


 Bletchley Bowling
	Bowler
	 O
	 M
	 R
	    W

	Turner
	7
	1
	24
	2

	Kane
	6
	2
	16
	1

	Houpe
	7
	1
	16
	2

	B Shepherd
	10
	2
	34
	2

	Warwick
	3
	1
	0
	2

	
	
	
	
	


