[image: image1.jpg]PHIL BATES, CLIVE BUNKER,
MARK STANWAY & BRIAN BADHAMS

&

E MOAT HOUSE"
’ Lichfield Street, Tamworth -
FRIDAY 6TH AUGUST 2010

with support from

Tina McBain & Pete Smith
Doors open 7:30pm ~ concert starts 8:00pm ~ Ticket: £12
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Glen Burtnik

Inheritance 

Tracks
I was brought up in what they call a garden apartment in Somerset, New Jersey (U.S.A.), with neighbours living up-stairs and next door. I was the youngest of three boys and I shared a bedroom with my two brothers who were about 10 years older than me.  That meant that I grew up constantly wanting to be their age; listening to ‘their’ music.   The console stereo was in the living room, where we shared our meals, watched our TV (which was set in the console) and listened to music that I really remember.  My father was a true music fan with very versatile tastes, so we would listen to anything from Oscar Peterson and Broadway shows to Prokofiev.  From my earliest memories I recall a mix of my Dad’s taste in music mixed with my older brothers bringing home the popular music of the day; starting with the Everly Brothers and Buddy Holly, later The Beatles and Dylan.  By the mid 60’s the Beatles were no longer my brother’s music, but my own. Right now if I hear pop music from that era I am transported back to being 12 years old, in our living room in 1967.  One particular memory was sitting in my family living room and the Kinks coming on a television show and performing ‘You Really Got Me’ (www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTV48ZurfnI )– I’ve never gotten over it. If hear it now I am immediately back there, in the living room with my family and the console stereo TV.
 I’ve raised two daughters and one son, and their home was also always filled with music. I had a small studio in the house and I would be there recording throughout the day so my children heard music coming through the walls.  I know they were exposed to everything from Bach to the Beach Boys to Nine Inch Nails and my own music. Beau, my older son, has got to like Gershwin, which I expect he heard around the house a lot. My kids are pretty musical, Beau is 28 and a bass player living in Nashville Tennessee, my daughter Darla, 23, sings, writes songs and plays Autoharp and my youngest daughter Sally plays a little mandolin and writes music also.  I guess the music passed on through the walls and the generations.  We all share admiration for a number of artists, such as Ben Folds, for instance we all love Ben Fold’s Five ‘Underground’ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lo-arKqZxhQ but there is also lots of music of each others we don’t like so much.  It is not just listening to music though; we also love to share music too.  Every Christmas I do a Charity show and they all grew up coming on stage and having a role.  It’s wonderful to stand up on stage with my three oldest kids; in fact it is the high point of my year.  My kids are very talented. I’ve already totally fallen in love with some of Beau’s songs and have wanted to perform them but then I think I should stay out of it.  I don’t know, but when the time is right, perhaps I will get the chance to perform their work for them!
Most Unusual Job

Answers from the Spring 2010 Newsletter, may be with some surprises!

	              Gordon Townsend
	
	Human Research Subject for the US Army

	              Lou Clark
	
	A Croupier

	             Eric Troyer
	
	Madonna’s dog walker

	             Phil Bates
	
	        Door-to-door salesman for Fuller Brush Company

	            Glen Burtnik
	
	The one he has at the moment!

	            Mik Kaminski
	             
	            Playing in an Old-Time Dance Band Wearing a Straw Boater


On the Road with – Phil Woodbridge

Caught, one day in June this year, on his way to a pub gig in Chester on a Friday night Phil Woodbridge took time out to describe his role travelling with and supporting The Orchestra.  

Phil first started getting into back stage work at school.  “I used to hang around with the drama department and help out with school plays and lighting”.  The interest in drama didn’t stop there as Phil, on leaving school, went to Drama College.  However you may be surprised to hear our Phil was a bit of a shrinking violet!  “I sort of shied away from attention and kept in the background far preferring to do bits of lighting and sound for the drama course”.  After Drama College rather than treading the boards as an actor Phil got involved with a local council-run theatre near where he lives.  “I went down there and got to know the guys who worked there and one day I was invited out for lunch.  It turned out to be with one theatre employee’s old friend who worked with the likes of Texas.   We got on really well and this guy sort of offered me a job there and then”.  Phil was away and from that meeting he soon found himself touring all over the UK and Europe. At that time he was self-employed but as he gained experience he was offered a job with a company called VME who provide the crew and equipment for The Orchestra tours.

So what does Phil do as part of the crew?  On a typical day with The Orchestra he is basically there to look after Dennis the sound engineer.  “I am there to make sure he is happy”.  First thing in the morning Phil looks around the venue and works out how many speakers have to be put in that day.  He then puts in the speakers, amplifiers and cabling and works with Dennis to get the sound just right.  His job doesn’t end there though.  During the actual show Phil, as well as dressing-up and going on stage, is moving around the venue, assisting Dennis who is anchored behind the sound desk.  His role is to check the sound in the balconies and on each floor during the performance.  Phil is able to tweak the levels to make sure everyone gets the same quality sound. making it louder or quieter / bassy or less bassy to ensure every part of the venue has good sound quality.

Phil’s knowledge about sound and sound systems has lead him to a wide variety of work including Formula 1 Grand Prix Balls; working with the likes of James Brown (luckily before he died), Cool and the Gang, Kid Creole and the Coconuts and on the theatre stages at Glastonbury.  He has also been involved in festival work such as ‘The Wake Boarding Festival’ in Wales (which is a bit like a cross between surfboarding and water-skiing) working on the big stage there with loads of acts although Orchestra Tours are some of his favourite work

Finally you cannot interview Phil without asking about his apparent transvestite problem.   Phil laughs at this and it is all taken in good spirit, part of the fun of working with The Orchestra ‘family’.  “It started on my first tour with The Orchestra.  Stan was going on stage and messing around and I slowly got pushed into it as Stan got busier and busier.  It has just sort of grown from there and now I am touring with a full wardrobe.  I am the man with ‘the’ case, which is carefully put on the truck at the end of the show”.  His personal favourite outfit is his gold leggings!  These days the case is fairly full however whenever he and Stan get a day off you can usually find them walking around TK Max, Primark etc. looking for their next costume.  So anyone out there with a suitable outfit – Stan or Phil would love to model it on stage for you – all donations gratefully received!
Chichester July 2010








Korsor Spring 2010
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We have just confirmed the Wheels of Fire show at The Moat House, Lichfield Street, Tamworth for Friday 6th August 2010. Tickets are priced at £12 and are obtainable now from this website via PayPal (see Buy Now Button below), or from Tuesday 8th June 2010 from Tamworth Tourist Information Centre, Market Street, Tamworth. 01827 709618 (credit/debit cards accepted).











What Do the Guys Get Up to Away from Touring?


So what do the guys do?  We may have an image of the lads practising their guitar rifts and composing new material but here are some of the other activities you may find them doing,


Phil Bates – Phil is incredibly busy this year organising BBBV and Wheels of fire performances, see below but when it comes to relaxing there is nothing he likes better than drinking red wine in Hay-on- --Wye and connecting with “all the weird friends I have in Hay.  He also loves to go walking in the hills with his wife Jo.


Mik Kaminski – Can be found following the horses and placing a few bets while downing a few drinks!


Eric Troyer – Loves nothing better than spending time working in his studio, which is attached to his home, composing new material.


Gordon Townsend – Loves to meet up with musician friends and get involved in music production and recording – that is when he is not chasing naughty puppies round the house and training them!


Glen Burtnik – Smoking a cigar at an oceanfront lounge with some sort of cocktail – perhaps a blue one!  


Lou Clark – An avid football fan, Lou  likes nothing better than to watch English football and support his favourite team – Birmingham City.





Activities in 2010


The guys continue to play throughout the world with gigs in Denmark, the USA and England so far this year with further dates to come – such as Spain later in the summer.  Korsor was extremely chilly being out in the open-air, but despite this the guys really enjoyed the gig even though they could not feel their fingers at times and it actually started to snow.  (Photo above courtesy of Thomas Hoyer)  Chichester turned out to be a complete contrast in a marquee on the hot summer evening in the South of England.  This gig was also a great success with a great review and the audience singing even more loudly than the band – go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnWgTr2SrWE" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnWgTr2SrWE�  to see what I mean.  


Kansas City was another first with the band performing in a Zoo.  Mik says they saw a few animals but they did not seem concerned – and that was just the regular fans!  April saw a performance in the Casino town of Atlantic City.  Another sell-out gig with Parthenon Huxley turning up and joining the band on stage for the finale.  Mik however did not make it, due to volcanic activity in Iceland, and even though his jigging round the stage was missed, Eric did announce that they were having him piped through via Skype from his bedroom in Leeds!  Somehow they coped without him and he still sounded amazing even in his absence! 











