WINTERTON ON SEA PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON THURSDAY 20th OCTOBER 2011

AT 7.30PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

MINUTES

Present:

	Cllr M Blake (Chair)
	Cllr B Kay (Vice Chair)

	Cllr C Barlow
	Cllr B Greenall

	Cllr L Sharples
	Cllr C Shiggins

	Cllr J Simms
	Cllr D Jones

	Clerk: Ms G Lack
	Cllr K Harrison


5 residents were welcomed to the meeting and it was stated that the meeting was held in accordance with the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct.

1. To consider apologies:  

None received
2. Declarations of interest: Cllrs Jones, Barlow and Shiggins declared a personal interest in the Village Hall.  Cllr Jones declared a personal interest in In Bloom.  Cllr Kay declared a personal interest in the allotments.  Cllr J Simms declared a personal interest in Planning Application No 06/11/0616/F.
3. Public discussion:

·   Nothing discussed.
4. To receive a report from the County/Borough Councillors:  None present.  Apologies had been received from Cllrs Weymouth.

5.  To receive a report from the PCSO: 

·   Cllr Blake reported that 15 calls for assistance had been received in the month including 1 crime (burglary of a dwelling) and 3 anti-social behaviour.

·  Cllr Blake also reminded everyone that the new non-emergency number was 101, which replaced the old 0845 number.

6. To agree the minutes of the previous meeting:   
·    Cllr Barlow proposed a Motion that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2011 be confirmed as a true record of that meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Kay and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

7. To report matters arising from the previous minutes:
·    There were no matters arising not covered on the Agenda.

8. To consider planning Applications and review planning permissions: - 

Applications:

· 06/11/0542/O.  Construction of detached three bedroom dwelling.  Bush Road.  No objections.

· 06/11/0598/F.  One and two storey extension and conversion of existing bungalow to create a family eco house.  Pebble Lodge, The Craft.  This was rejected for the following reasons: out of character with the neighbouring environment; impact on surrounding neighbours; incorrect information on report; over development of site; failed to meet Planning Policies HOU18 and BNV18.  The vote was as follows:  7 rejections, 1 approval and 1 abstention.
· 06/11/0616/F.  Extension to North Elevation.  4J Bungalow, Low Road.  No objections.  

Planning Decisions

· 06/11/0515/F.  Retrospective application for child’s play fort.  7 James Gray Close. GYBC Approved.

· 06/11/0500/F.  Single storey rear extension.  12 Long Beach Estate.  GYBC Approved.
9. Finance: To agree payments in accordance with the budget:

 Cllr Jones proposed a Motion that the following payments be made in accordance with the budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Simms and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried. 
	Date of Cheque
	Cheque Number
	Payable to
	Details
	Amount £

	01/10/2011
	DD
	BT
	Telephone
	21.99

	19/10/2011
	DD
	E-on
	Electricity playing field
	32.58

	20/10/2011
	500936
	G Lack
	Salary
	556.62

	20/10/2011
	500937
	P Lynham
	Bus shelter cleaning
	40.00

	20/10/2011
	500938
	K Brown
	Bus shelter cleaning
	40.00

	20/10/2011
	500939
	P Carver
	Litter picking
	188.40

	20/10/2011
	500940
	Norfolk Parish Training Partnership
	CiLCA Training & Registration
	345.00

	20/10/2011
	500941
	Information Commissioner
	Registration
	35.00

	20/10/2011
	500942
	D Carver 
	Grass cutting
	75.36

	20/10/2011
	500943
	D Carver 
	Petrol
	8.07

	20/10/2011
	500944
	A Dumpleton
	Grass cutting June/July
	236.00

	20/10/2011
	500945
	Mazars
	Audit
	162.00

	20/10/2011
	500946
	Staples
	Cartridges
	76.07

	20/10/2011
	500947
	Julian Simms
	Expenses (new lock PF)
	10.49

	20/10/2011
	500948
	G Lack Expenses
	Stamps, paper, envelopes
	19.92

	20/10/2011
	500949
	M Blake
	Chairman's allowance
	180.00

	20/10/2011
	500950
	NALC
	Postage Good Councillor's Guide
	3.90

	
	
	Total
	
	2031.40

	FINANCE REPORT DOES NOT CONTAIN THESE FIGURES AS THEY HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED.

	
	
	
	
	

	Income £5 newsletter ad
	
	
	


10. To receive an update on Coastal Erosion.  Nothing to report.

11. To receive an update from the Village Hall Committee.  
·   It was noted that the Christmas Fayre would be held on Saturday 10th December from 10 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
12. To receive an update from Winterton Charity.

·   Mrs Blake reported that forms for application for financial help with heating were now available from the Post Office, School and Church and also signs would be put up around the village.  Applications needed to be in by 20th November and a further report would be given at the December meeting.
13. To receive an update from the Parish Council Surgery held last month.

·   The Surgery was attended by Cllrs Barlow and Simms.  One resident attended who had asked about the oil syndicate.
14. Committee Reports

· Finance -  Cllr Sharples noted the following:

· Payment approvals as above.
· The Clerk would be obtaining a quotation from a different insurer for the parish insurance.
· A new lawnmower was required and the Clerk was asked to look into the possibility of hiring one for six months.
· The budget for 2012/2013 was discussed and it was noted that the audit fees and possibly the insurance could be reduced but that all other costs would probably remain the same.  Cllr Sharples asked Councillors for comments before the next Finance Meeting to be held on 14th November 2011.
· It was noted that the allotment fees would remain the same for 2012 but would be reviewed for 2013.  It was also noted that it was not necessary to give 12 months notice for any increase.
· Planning/Administration.
· 3 planning applications had been discussed.
· Badger Development – work would recommence on Monday 24th even though the problems with the electrical cables would not be resolved by then.

· Fisherman’s Return.  Cllr Blake read out a letter received from Messrs Norton Peskett, solicitors acting on behalf of the owners, together with the Clerk’s reply.  It was confirmed that the site was still to be inspected by Mr Whitton, Enforcement Officer, regarding the alleged removal of additional trees.

· The Neighbourhood Plan was discussed and it was agreed that more information and guidelines should be sought.

· Local Highways Improvement.  It was agreed that no request would be made since the Parish Council would have to meet half the cost although an enquiry could be made regarding Vehicle Activated Speeding signs.

· Allotments.  Cllr Blake noted that the school allotment was now being cultivated and that quotes were being obtained for a notice board.  With the possible closure of the Methodist Chapel it was suggested that a request for this notice board could be made.  

· Playing Field.  Cllr Simms discussed the possibility of starting a youth football team – see later report.  Cllr Blake noted that the water would be turned off in the changing rooms in mid November.

· Digital changeover.  It was agreed to include an article in the newsletter about this.

· Duffles Pond.  Cllr Blake confirmed that the pond belonged to the Parish Council but was maintained by In Bloom and that additional keys would be cut for the Parish Council.
· Amenities.  The meeting took place on 29th September 2011 and Cllr Greenall updated the meeting as follows:
· The new Chairperson of the Bowls Club was Janet Middleton.

· GYBC had approved the Bowls Club using the playing field as an overflow car park but only for a maximum of 12 cars.

· Playing field changing rooms would have their water isolated during the winter.

· Feedback from the Bowls Club – fencing would be replaced.

· Feedback from the Cricket Club – hedges on the south eastern corner of the field needed cutting.

· Feedback from allotments.  

· A gravel bag was available for repairs to the pathway;

· There was a problem with rubbish being dumped on Low Road and it was suggested that a note be put in the newsletter about this;

· Also, dog fouling was still a problem and a notice could be put on the notice board when it was installed;

· It was noted that there was a small rat problem;

· It was suggested that all structures such as sheds should be marked on the allotment plan.

· The next meeting would be held on 26th January 2012 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

· Personnel.  

· Cllr Barlow reported that a Personnel meeting had been held on the 3rd October 2011.
· Two new policies were reviewed, namely The Data Protection & Information Security Policy and The Freedom of Information Policy.  Cllr Barlow noted that the Data Protection Act 1992 regulated the use of personnel data and it had been confirmed by the Clerk that the Parish Council needed to register with the Information Commissioner because of the nature of information held by the Council.  The clerk had filled in the necessary paperwork to effect this registration.
· A policy relating to retention of documents was being prepared and all three policies would be issued with the November Agenda and signed off at the November Parish Council meeting.

· The Clerk’s appraisal had been carried out on October 12th by Cllrs Barlow and Blake.

· In view of next May’s elections it had been agreed not to update the interview proforma at this time.  Cllr Barlow also noted that Councillor training would be postponed until after the elections had taken place.
15. Councillor Feedback. 

Councillors to report on any residents’ individual concerns/comments or any other item as required.
· Cllr Kay reiterated the problem with dog fouling on the allotments and it was noted that dogs should, in any case, be kept on leads and that there was a notice to this effect.  The continuing problem of bonfires on the allotments was also noted.

· Cllr Kay reported that she had attended the Patient Forum on the 3rd October 2011 and the following matters were noted:
i. Dr Taylor (based at Martham) was retiring and 2 new female GP’s would commence work shortly, one of which would be based at Hemsby.

ii. The Group Practice had merged with a Norwich Practice at Old Palace Road, which meant that patients working in Norwich could visit that surgery.

iii. The uptake of flu jabs was down this year.

iv. Message texts could be sent reminding patients of their appointment provided the surgery had mobile numbers.

v. A reminder was given that sessions at the Community Gym facilities at Martham, run by qualified instructors, took place on Monday evening and all day Tuesday with Thursdays to be added soon.  The cost was £2 per session.

· Cllr Jones reported that some residents living on The Holway had received letters from the Hemsby Surgery informing them that they would no longer be able to collect prescriptions from the surgery but would have to go to the pharmacy.  This would cause a real problem for those patients who collected prescriptions from the Church Rooms.  The criteria was that only those residents living within a mile of the surgery, as the crow flies, would be eligible to collect prescriptions from the Surgery/Church Rooms.  Cllr Kay agreed to look into this.

· Cllr Simms reported that another advert for young people in the village to form a football team had had no response.  This was disappointing particularly since there was a general impression on the part of the youngsters that the village did not provide many facilities for them.  It was agreed that Cllr Simms would meet with the school governors and some of the youth from the village and have a discussion about what they would like.
· Cllr Blake reported that he had attended a Safer Neighbourhood Panel (SNAP) meeting on the 27th September where three priorities for policing had been agreed including the need to investigate and reduce incidents of cycle theft and increase safety awareness in all villages.  Cllr Blake also noted that a communication had been received from PC Potter expressing his desire to attend the monthly Parish Council meetings or to send the PCSO in his place.

16. Composting.  The Chairman noted that this had been on the action log for 6 months and no resolution had been reached.  It was finally agreed that a request be included in the newsletter asking villagers to contact the clerk if they wished the village to provide a community composting scheme.  If so, then the best place for it would be to utilise part of an existing allotment next to the road so that residents could easily deposit their compost ready to be put into the bins.  However, concern was expressed that this would encourage fly tipping and the inclusion of items which could not be composted.

17. Christmas Tree.  The Council agreed that a Christmas Tree should, once again, be erected on the Village Green provided that Ken Bowles agreed to it being plugged into his electricity supply.  It was suggested that a permanent tree could be planted but the council would have to obtain GYBC’s permission for this.  Cllr Blake agreed to investigate the cost of a large rooted tree and the possibility of residents contributing to the cost was discussed.

18. Winterton Methodist Chapel.  It was noted that the Chapel had closed because it was unsafe and a decision regarding its future would be made in mid November.  In the meantime Cllr Jones agreed to research the history and ownership of the chapel and would also ask Reverend Shreeve if the Methodist Clock could be kept going if the Parish Council agreed to pay for the electricity.
19. Correspondence received. Comments/decisions made at meeting are in italics.
	ITEM
	FROM WHOM RECEIVED
	CONTENT
	ACTION REQUIRED



	1
	Marie Curie
	Request for donation
	

	2
	Age UK
	Newsletter
	Passed to Cllr Jones

	3
	GYBC
	Agenda for Council meeting 
	

	4
	Boundary Commission for England
	Consultation on initial proposals for new Parliamentary constituencies in England
	Deadline for comments 5th December 2011

	5
	Cancer Research UK
	Request for donation
	

	6
	Active Norfolk
	Village Games 2012 poster
	

	7
	NPTP
	Initial Training for Clerks & Councillors – various sessions and venues
	Booking form to complete.  Cost £35 or £40 per delegate

	8
	Norfolk County Council
	Updating councils on highway services and invitation to carry out some highway functions
	Circulate to all councillors.

	9
	GYBC
	Agenda for Development Control Committee.
	No Winterton applications on agenda

	10
	Norfolk County Council
	Confirmation of Public Meeting re Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.  10.00 a.m. Wednesday 22nd February 2012 at Hermanus
	Request to let them know if Parish Council members will be attending

	11
	Norfolk County Council
	Running a series of events to discover views on the role and value of small schools to the community
	Various dates and venues.  Booking form to be completed.  Also online survey available www.surveymonkey.com/s/norfolksmallschools

	12
	Norton Peskett Solicitors
	Instruction by Fishermans Return Ltd to write in relation to discussions at PC meeting on 16th August.  Clients objecting to statements re non-compliance to planning
	Reply sent confirming that building height is in compliance with the planning consent but still awaiting response from GYBC Planning Enforcement Officer re alleged removal of additional trees. 

Cllr Blake read out the letter from Norton Peskett and the clerk’s reply.

	13
	Trinity Children’s Centre
	Invitation to open day
	Email circulated

	14
	GYBC Planning
	Notification of appeal by Loomes Stores re removal of chillers
	

	15
	Resident
	Permission to hold firework display on Village Hall Green
	No objections provided that the display was held in the middle of the green to keep away from neighbouring houses.  Clerk to reply.


20. Items requiring attention/update.  Comments/decisions made at meeting are in italics.
	No
	Details
	Action/Item
	Update
	What has happened

	1
	In Bloom
	Fence at Duffles Pond
	Fence broken.
	On hold per In Bloom.

	2
	Resident
	Hedge on boundary of Mencap on Somerton Road. 
	Needs cutting back
	Manager of Mencap contacted.  Will action after meeting with Housing Association in September.  Clerk to chase.

	3
	Resident
	No Through Road Sign on corner of Holway and Hill View Drive
	Needs reinstating
	Completed.

	4
	Resident
	Dead tree on Village Green
	
	GYBC contacted.  Logged for action but low priority as tree not dangerous.

	5
	Resident
	Permissive footpath Mill Farm Bend
	Request made to GYBC
	In hand.

	6
	Councillor
	Fly Tipping Low Road
	Reported to GYBC by email
	Rubbish now removed.

	7
	Councillor
	Broken step on footpath leading up to Bush Road
	Reported to NCC
	Response received.  Awaiting repair.

	8
	Councillor
	Overgrown hedge Old Chapel Road
	Overhanging footpath No 10.
	Hedge now cut back.

	9
	Resident
	Child fell into Duffles Pond
	Sucked down by mud.  Had to be pulled out.
	Duffles Pond closed until further notice.  i.e. until it is judged to be safe.  Put on agenda for discussion at next meeting.

	10
	Resident
	Hedge overgrown outside school on Black Street
	Blocking footpath
	Letter sent to Headmaster

	11
	Resident
	Erection of posts on playing field between Seal Hospital road and car park
	Concern that people are driving over the bank to gain access to playing field when the barriers are down.  
	GYBC contacted.  Need to find out who owns the land and to cost a permanent barrier.

	12
	Councillor (raised at meeting)
	Siren poles outside Village Hall
	Request for them to be removed
	Clerk to follow up


21. Next Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 22nd October 2011 at the Village Hall.  Cllrs Simms and Sharples to attend.
22. Date of the next meeting: Thursday 17th November 2011 in the Village Hall from 7.30pm
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