WINTERTON ON SEA PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON THURSDAY 18th AUGUST 2011
AT 7.30PM IN THE CHURCH ROOMS 

MINUTES
Present:	
Cllr M Blake - Chairman		Cllr B Kay – Vice Chairman
		Cllr C Barlow			Cllr L Sharples			
Cllr D Jones			Cllr C Shiggins 
Cllr K Harrison
Clerk - Ms G Lack

11 residents were welcomed to the meeting and it was stated that the meeting was held in accordance with the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct.

1. To consider apologies:  
·    Cllrs B Greenall and J Sims sent apologies for absence for the reasons stated.  Cllr Barlow proposed a Motion that the apologies and reasons for absence be accepted and Cllr Jones seconded the proposal. After a unanimous vote from the Parish Council IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried.

2. Declarations of interest: Cllrs Jones and Barlow declared a personal interest in the Village Hall.  Cllr Jones declared a personal interest in In Bloom.  Cllr Kay declared a personal interest in the allotments.  Cllr Harrison declared a personal interest in The Norfolk Coast Partnership.

3. Public discussion:
·  Mr & Mrs Oxford expressed concern because signs advertising The Craft Fayre had been taken down apparently because a sign had been attached to an electricity pole.  However, some of the signs had been placed on BT posts on private land and with the permission of the landowners and therefore should not have been removed.  Cllr Barlow confirmed that, in fact, the Parish Council had given permission for the signs to be displayed.  It should be noted that, although BT would not allow commercial signage to be placed on their property, the company would allow signs advertising local village events and it was this village’s common practice that signs could be displayed for 2 weeks prior to an event and taken down within 2 days after the event.  Unfortunately, as a result of the behaviour of some residents in removing these signs, Mr & Mrs Oxford no longer wished to organise the Craft Fayre and it was noted that this would be a great loss to the village particularly in light of the fact that it brings in many visitors.  Cllr Barlow thanked Mr & Mrs Oxford on behalf of the Parish Council for all their hard work over many years and hoped that someone would take over the organisation of this important event.  Cllr Jones noted that this event raised significant funds for the Village Hall.
· Concern was expressed that the Bush Road sign had been removed twice and it was noted that, since the first sign was on private land and had been erected with the permission of the landowner, this action constituted theft and therefore was a criminal offence.  A temporary replacement sign had also been stolen.  In both instances the police had been informed.  Cllr Weymouth expressed great concern over this since Out of Hours doctors and other Emergency Services might not be able to find an address without the sign and this could potentially put lives at risk where time was of the essence.  It was also noted that Satellite Navigation often sent traffic down The Holway instead of Bush Road and this compounded the problem.  Cllr Weymouth agreed to contact GYBC to see if arrows could be painted onto the existing Bush Road sign to make it clear to visitors that Bush Road runs both left and right and also that she would meet with an officer from Norfolk County Council to determine whether there was anywhere else that the Bush Road sign in question could be placed. 

4. To receive a report from the County/Borough Councillors:   
·  Cllr Weymouth noted that a new Emergency Planning Officer had been appointed at GYBC and she would pass Cllr Barlow the phone number.
· Cllr Jermany noted that the “Northern Parishes Committee” was open to all residents, and not just Parish Councillors, and notices to this effect would be placed on the notice board and in the newsletter.
· Cllr Shrimplin reported back on his investigation concerning the Caister Recycling Centre.  He noted that, following a traffic survey carried out several years ago to determine how many people used the tip between 6 and 8 p.m. it was found that only 6% used the facility during these hours and that it cost £200,000 per year to keep it open the extra 2 hours so it was decided that the facility would close at 6.00 p.m.  Cllr Shrimplin also noted that there were plans to alter the layout so that one side of the road could be kept open whilst skips were being moved to avoid the traffic congestion.  He anticipated that this work would be completed by August/September 2012 provided planning permission and funding were forthcoming.


5. To receive a report from the PCSO: 
·    The PCSO was not present but the following crime figures were presented by the Chairman:  Last month there were 19 calls for assistance; 1 crime (theft), 3 ASB related.

6. To agree the minutes of the previous meeting:   
·    Cllr Jones proposed a Motion that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st July 2011 be confirmed as a true record of that meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Sharples and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

7. To report matters arising from the previous minutes:
·    There were no matters arising not covered on the Agenda.

8. To consider planning Applications and review planning permissions: - 
Applications:
·    06/11/0418/F Air sourced heat pumps to be located externally to units 1 - 7  Marram Court.  Rejected due to noise if all 7 pumps were operating at the same time.  It was noted that one unit would emit a noise level of 49 decibels which was the level of a domestic refrigerator.
·   06/11/0500/F Single storey rear extension  12, Long Beach Estate.  No objections.
·   Query re development at the Fisherman’s Return.  The Chairman noted that the height of the building, according to the plans, should be 7.1m and a letter would be written to the Planning Office to confirm that this height would not be exceeded.  It was also noted that the Planning Permission had specified the retention of certain trees but that these had subsequently been cut down, one of which had contained nesting birds.  It was agreed that this should be reported to the RSPB and brought up with the Planning Department.
Decisions:
·    06/11/0288/F.  Retrospective application for child’s play fort. 7 James Gray Close. GYBC Refused.

9. Finance: To agree payments in accordance with the budget:
·    Cllr Barlow proposed a Motion that the following payments be made in accordance with the budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Jones and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried. 
	Date of Cheque
	Cheque Number
	Payable to
	Details
	Amount £

	01/06/2011
	DD
	BT
	Telephone
	20.08

	18/08/2011
	500918
	P Carver
	Litter picking
	182.12

	18/08/2011
	500919
	K Brown
	Bus shelter cleaning
	40.00

	18/08/2011
	500920
	P Lynham
	Bus shelter cleaning
	40.00

	18/08/2011
	500921
	Staples
	Cartridges & stationery
	89.63

	18/08/2011
	500922
	IES
	Replacement siphon
	63.54

	18/08/2011
	500923
	G Lack
	Salary
	556.62

	18/08/2011
	500924
	GYBC
	Newsletter July & August
	188.00

	
	
	Total
	
	1179.99



10. To receive an update on Coastal Erosion.  Nothing to report.

11. To receive an update from the Village Hall Committee.  Cllr Jones reported the following:
·    A new fence had been erected around the Village Hall.
·    The seat on Beach Road had been vandalised and a new metal seat would be purchased.  Cllr Weymouth suggested contacting Alma Iron Craft for a quote.

12. To receive an update from the Parish Council Surgery held last month.
·   The Surgery was attended by Cllrs Kay and Blake.  A resident expressed concern about the overhanging trees and hedge on Bulmer Lane which had subsequently been cut back.

13. Committee Reports
· Finance -  Cllr Sharples noted the following:
·    The Council was operating well within the concurrent function budget;
·    The audit was now complete but the cost was not yet known;
·    The Methodist Church clock had stopped during a recent power cut and Cllr Sharples queried whether the synchronisation unit had been fitted.  Cllr Harrison confirmed that it could not be fitted yet because of inadequate electrical fittings.
·   The Clerk would investigate the cost of CiLCA training with a view to commencing the course by the end of this year.

· Planning/Administration
·   Two planning applications and queries regarding the Fisherman’s Return development  were discussed;
·   The footpaths would be walked on the 20th August.
·   A new list of Parish Council Surgery dates for the rest of the year was available and would be issued at the Parish Council meeting.
·   Discussion about the Medium and Long Term Objectives of the Council was deferred until the next meeting.
·   Empsons Loke was discussed and is reported under Item 15 below.

· Amenities
· The next meeting would be held on 29th September 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

· Personnel Committee
· Cllr Barlow noted that the Code of Conduct would normally be reviewed in October and Cllr Jermany confirmed that information regarding the Standards Committee should be available by then.

· Community Emergency Plan
·   Cllr Barlow noted that all Area Leaders and Deputies now had relevant information and this item could be removed from the agenda with the committee reconvening in Spring 2012.

14. Councillor Feedback. 
Councillors to report on any residents’ individual concerns/comments or any other item as required.
· Cllr Jones noted that she had seen people pushing a wheelchair around the bend at Mill Farm and pointed out that, several years ago, a permissive footpath had been requested.  Cllr Weymouth agreed to follow this up.
· Cllr Jones was pleased to note that First Bus had stopped at Edward Road to let passengers off.
· Cllr Harrison raised the issue of the hedge around the children’s play area and Cllr Kay would follow this up.
· Cllr Harrison also noted that the GYBC rubbish bags had been removed from the children’s play area on the same day as had been reported and thanked the clerk for her prompt action.
· Cllr Blake noted that David Carver would resume all grass cutting in the village shortly and that, in the meantime, In Bloom would organise cutting of those areas that required it except Duffles Pond.

15. Empsons Loke Development
· Cllr Blake read out a letter from Mr D Minns of the Planning Department noting that various engineering and drainage works carried out on the site constituted commencement of the work and so the developers were not in breach of their planning application in that regard.
· It was noted that contractors had not been on site for about 5 weeks and a resident confirmed that there were problems with some exposed electricity cables which had not been made safe when the sub-station had been moved.  Work would recommence in about 3 weeks time.  It was suggested that the residents of Empsons Loke should write to Badgers asking for a timetable of work and Cllr Barlow offered her help with this if required.
· Cllr Sharples expressed concern about the apparent contradiction regarding whether Empsons Loke was in a flood risk area.  According to the Environment Agency it was but nevertheless the development had been approved by the Planning Committee.  It was confirmed by Cllr Jermany that an independent flood risk assessment would have been commissioned by Badgers who would have submitted this to the Planning Department and noted that the Planning Department did not carry out its own flood risk assessments.  The Chairman would check if a copy of this report was with the Planning Application.

16. Localism Bill
· It was noted that comments made by Brandon Lewis MP at the recent meeting in the Village Hall were in contradiction with website updates of the Bill particularly with regard to how much influence Parish Councils would have over planning decisions.  Cllr Jermany noted that the Bill was still going through the drafting process and that it would be better to invite Mr Lewis back  for clarification of these discrepancies when the Bill was finalised.

17. Correspondence received. Comments/decisions made at meeting are in italics.
	ITEM
	DATE
	FROM WHOM RECEIVED
	CONTENT
	ACTION REQUIRED


	1
	August 
	Barry Coleman
	Family BBQ evening Friday 2nd September 6.30 p.m
	Tickets £10 adults, £5 children

	2
	12th August
	Charlotte Stannard, NRCC
	Job Club in Hemsby at Pavilion commencing 13th September at 10.00 
	Put in newsletter

	3
	15th August
	NALC
	Voting for community reps - The Norfolk Coast Partnership.
	Website aonb@norfolk.gov.uk or 

	4
	4th August
	Mr Minns, GYBC Planning
	Confirmation that engineering works carried out at Empsons Loke constitutes commencement of building work. 
	Already discussed under Item 15.

	5
	July 
	Martham PC
	Opening of Martham Community Gym and Fitness Hub
	Put on notice board. Also, will appear in newsletter

	6
	27 July
	Broads Authority
	Planning Parish Forum 28th September 2011
	Attendance slip to be completed if anyone interested.  Cllrs Kay and Sharples would attend

	7
	August
	GYBC
	Agenda Development Control Committee 16th August 6.30 p.m.
	

	8
	August
	NALC
	Green Buildings Open Days 17-18 and 24-25 September. Energy Savings Solutions
	Details available if anyone interested



18. Items requiring attention/update.  Comments/decisions made at meeting are in italics.
	No
	Details
	Action/Item
	Update
	What has happened

	1
	Cllr Harrison
	Siting of Compost bins
	Request to site compost bins on playing field between changing rooms and fence
	Response now received.  Special permissions etc required because of strict compliance to environmental regulations. To be followed up by Cllrs Kay & Harrison.  It was noted that 74 brown bins had been issued to residents.  A vote on whether to implement a village composting scheme would be postponed until the next meeting when all Councillors would be present.

	2
	In Bloom
	Bench on Village Green
	Needs repairing or replacing
	Bench now repaired

	3
	Bowls Club
	Extra parking 
	Request for additional parking on playing field due to high usage of facility in summer
	Risk assessment and plan sent.  Awaiting response from GYBC.

	4
	In Bloom
	Fence at Duffles Pond
	Fence broken.
	On hold until end September per In Bloom.

	5
	Resident
	Hedge on boundary of Mencap on Somerton Road 
	Needs cutting back
	Manager of Mencap contacted.  Will action after meeting with Housing Association in September.

	6
	Resident
	Hedges and trees on corner of Black Street/Bulmer Lane
	Need cutting back
	Owner contacted and work been carried out.

	7
	Resident
	Slow sign at end of Back Path painted wrong way round
	
	New sign been added

	8
	Resident
	No Through Road Sign on corner of Holway and Hill View Drive
	Needs reinstating
	Highways contacted.  Will be done in 4-6 weeks

	9
	Resident
	White lines missing at end of Hill View Drive/The Holway
	
	Lines now reinstated

	10
	Resident
	Dead tree on Village Green
	
	GYBC contacted.  Awaiting response.



19. Next Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 20th August 2011 at the Village Hall.  Cllrs Sharples and Harrison to attend.

20. Date of the next meeting: Thursday 15h September 2011 in the Church Rooms from 7.30pm.

Page 1 of 4

