WINTERTON ON SEA PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON THURSDAY 17th NOVMBER 2011

AT 7.30PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

MINUTES

Present:

	Cllr M Blake (Chair)
	Cllr B Kay (Vice Chair)

	Cllr C Barlow
	Cllr J Simms

	Cllr L Sharples
	Cllr C Shiggins

	Clerk: Ms G Lack
	Cllr K Harrison


9 residents were welcomed to the meeting and it was stated that the meeting was held in accordance with the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct.

1. To consider apologies:  

Apologies were received from Cllrs Jones and Greenall for the reasons stated.  Cllr Barlow proposed a Motion that the apologies and reasons for absence be accepted and Cllr Kay seconded the proposal. After a unanimous vote from the Parish Council IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried.

2. Declarations of interest: Cllrs Barlow and Shiggins declared a personal interest in the Village Hall.    Cllr Kay declared a personal interest in the allotments.  
3. Public discussion:

· A resident expressed concern that a fence had been erected down the bridleway leading from Kings Street to residential properties and asked if a planning application had been received since it would appear that part of the fence exceeded the limit over which planning consent would be required.  In addition, a solid gate had been erected which blocked off the bridleway and it was noted that this now made the bridle way extremely dark, especially for elderly residents who needed to use it to access Kings Street.  Clerk to investigate.
· A resident reported that there were 3 very aggressive bull seals on the beach between Bush Road and Hemsby which were attacking dogs.  A warning would be put in the newsletter and other residents would be warned by word of mouth where possible.
4. To receive a report from the County/Borough Councillors
· Cllr Weymouth reported that Highways would clear out Bulmer Pit in the near future and that the contents of the pond would be left on the side.  The Clerk was instructed to inform In Bloom.
5.  To receive a report from the PCSO: 

·   The PCSO was not present and no crime figures were available for the meeting.
6. To agree the minutes of the previous meeting:   
·    Cllr Sharples proposed a Motion that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th October 2011 be confirmed as a true record of that meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Simms and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

7. To report matters arising from the previous minutes:
·    There were no matters arising not covered on the Agenda.

8. To consider planning Applications and review planning permissions: - 

Applications:

· 06/11/0641/F. Proposed alteration, extension and roof conversion of existing detached bungalow. Red Cliff, Bush Road, Winterton. 2nd application (previous Application No 06/11/0317/F). Unanimously rejected for the following reasons: loss of privacy and light to neighbouring properties; over-development of site; not in keeping with existing dwellings and character of area; does not comply with Planning Policy HOU18.  It was noted that 5 letters of objection from neighbours had been received.
Planning Decisions

· 06/11/0542/O.  Construction of detached three bedroom dwelling.  Bush Road.  GYBC Approved.

· 06/11/0598/F.  One and two storey extension and conversion of existing bungalow to create a family eco house.  Pebble Lodge, The Craft.  Application Withdrawn
· 06/11/0616/F.  Extension to North Elevation.  4J Bungalow, Low Road.  GYBC Approved.  

9. Finance: To agree payments in accordance with the budget:

 Cllr Barlow proposed a Motion that the following payments be made in accordance with the budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Shiggins and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried. 
	Date of Cheque
	Cheque Number
	Payable to
	Details
	Amount £

	01/11/2011
	DD
	BT
	Telephone
	20.99

	14/11/2011
	500952
	British Legion
	Wreath
	20.00

	17/11/2011
	500953
	G Lack
	Salary
	564.13

	17/11/2011
	500954
	P Lynham
	Bus shelter cleaning
	40.00

	17/11/2011
	500955
	K Brown
	Bus shelter cleaning
	40.00

	17/11/2011
	500956
	P Carver
	Litter picking
	37.68

	17/11/2011
	500957
	D Carver 
	Grass cutting
	25.12

	17/11/2011
	500958
	Staples
	Filing cabinet, stationery, ink
	269.47

	17/11/2011
	500959
	GYBC
	Newsletter Oct & Nov
	196.40

	
	
	Total
	
	1213.79

	FINANCE REPORT DOES NOT CONTAIN THESE FIGURES AS THEY HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED.


10. To receive an update on Coastal Erosion.  
· Terry Byrne reported that there were no new problems because the weather had been reasonably good.  

· Mapping of the coast nationally was now taking place with 2 areas having been chosen for pilot schemes.

· Cllr Weymouth confirmed she would be attending the meeting of the regional group in Hemsby before the end of the year.

11. To receive an update from the Village Hall Committee.  
· It was noted that 3 new doors had been fitted, 2 inside and one outside with some of the outside doors due to be repainted.
12. To receive an update from the Parish Council Surgery held last month.

·  Although no-one had attended the surgery, a resident, outside of surgery hours, had raised the issue of gritting and suggested that perhaps a hand-spreader could be used.  Cllr Simms thought that a hand spreader would not be suitable since it would be quite difficult to operate. It was noted that NCC had been asked again about changing the gritting route but it was confirmed that no changes to the gritting route would be made.
13. Committee Reports

· Finance -  Cllr Sharples noted the following:

· Payment approvals as above.
· The Clerk had obtained a quotation from a different insurer for £1,800.
· The Clerk had investigated the possibility of leasing a lawnmower but the cost was prohibitive.  However, a quotation had been received for a new mower at a cost of £382 plus VAT.  It was agreed not to purchase one at this time since it was still possible that the old mower might be repairable.
· The budget for 2012/2013 was circulated and it was noted that a small reduction in audit fees of £200 had been made but all other costs remained the same.  The budget was duly approved.
· It was reported that NCC had agreed to the siting of three grit bins: one outside Looms Stores; one outside the Village Hall and one at the junction of The Holway and Hill View Drive.  It was agreed to purchase the 400 litre bins at a cost of approximately £160 each.  These would be filled 3 or 4 times by NCC during the course of the winter.  The Clerk confirmed that volunteers carrying out work on behalf of the Council would be covered by the Council’s Public Liability Insurance.
· Planning/Administration.
· 1 planning application had been discussed.
· Empsons Loke.   Cllr Blake reported that the work on Black Street, e.g. the widening of the road and installation of a new footpath outside the school, was in accordance with the planning consent.  Concern was expressed about the lack of notification from the Planning Department regarding amendments to plans and the Clerk confirmed that she had written to NALC to query whether other Parish Councils had the same problem.
· Fisherman’s Return.  Cllr Blake reported that all work being carried out at the Fisherman’s Return was in accordance with the planning consent including the removal of additional trees.  Again, concern was expressed that the Council had not been notified of the amendments to the original plans.
· The Neighbourhood Plan was discussed and it was noted that NALC had been contacted regarding a template but that this was not yet available. It was agreed to investigate the feasibility of creating a Neighbourhood Plan before the availability of a template and to ask GYBC for a map showing the boundaries of the village.  Cllr Weymouth stated that the Localism Bill had now been approved by Parliament.
· Allotments.  Three additions were proposed to the Allotment Holders Agreement, namely (i) that the number of livestock being held by any one allotment holder should be in accordance with DEFRA Regulations which states a maximum of 50 before they have to be notified; (ii) bonfires must be in accordance with the regulations and (iii) hazardous substances must be kept in locked metal containers.  Cllr Kay proposed a motion that the changes be accepted and Cllr Barlow seconded the motion.  After a unanimous vote IT WAS RESOLVED THAT that the motion be carried.
· Jubilee Celebration.   It was agreed that a beacon should be lit to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and that 3 sites had been identified, one of which was at Hermanus.  It was agreed that Hermanus should be contacted to confirm whether they were planning to light a beacon themselves.

· It was noted that the next meeting of the Northern Parishes Committee would be on Thursday 1st December at the Village Hall in Hemsby.
· The next Parish Surgery would be attended by Cllrs Kay and Blake.

· Amenities.  Nothing to report.
· Personnel.  

· Cllr Barlow noted that the 3 new policies would be circulated for approval at December’s Parish Council meeting.
14. Councillor Feedback. 

Councillors to report on any residents’ individual concerns/comments or any other item as required.
· Cllr Kay reported that she had followed up on the issue of patients living within one mile of the surgery not being able to collect their prescriptions from the surgery and noted that this was the rule of the PCT.  However, individuals could ask for dispensation if this would cause them a problem, e.g. those residents who currently collected their prescriptions from the Church Rooms and who would be affected by the application of this ruling.
· Cllr Kay stated that the Christmas edition of the newsletter would be issued in December and anyone wanting to include a Christmas greeting should contact her and donations passed to her or the Clerk.

· Cllr Harrison noted that he had been re-elected as the Eastern Parishes representative on the Norfolk Coast Partnership forum.  Cllr Harrison also noted that a grant might be available from the SDF for projects which would enhance the village and suggested that the Council could apply for a grant to improve Duffles Pond.  It was agreed that Mr Stocker from NCC should be contacted.

· A resident had expressed concern that it was no longer possible to withdraw cash from the Post Office and it was confirmed that this was not the case and that cash could continue to be withdrawn in the normal way.

· Cllr Shrimplin had commented to Cllr Harrison about the flooding on Beach Road and would ask GYBC to clean out the soakaways.

15. Composting.  The Chairman noted that no response had been received from residents asking if anyone was interested in a village composting scheme.  No further action would be taken.
16. Duffles Pond.  Cllr Blake noted that the pond had been closed for 5 weeks because of the incident reported at the last Parish Council meeting.  It was agreed that a Risk Assessment be carried out and the Clerk should contact the insurers to verify what notices would need to be displayed in order to be able to reopen the area to the public.  It was also agreed that the fencing should be repaired at this stage and not replaced because of the possibility of obtaining a grant to improve the area as mentioned in Item 14 above.
17. Winterton Methodist Chapel.  In Cllr Jones’ absence the Clerk noted that the meeting to decide the fate of the Chapel was still due to take place and that the clock could not be kept going since the electrical system had been condemned as dangerous and therefore the electricity could not be switched back on.
18. Correspondence received. Comments/decisions made at meeting are in italics.
	ITEM
	FROM WHOM RECEIVED
	CONTENT
	ACTION REQUIRED



	1
	GYBC
	Search for Twin Town in France
	

	2
	Broads Authority
	Broads Plan 2011 enclosed
	To be circulated

	3
	Norton Peskett
	Fisherman’s Return
	Reply sent, The letter from Norton Peskett and the reply were read out.

	4
	GYBC
	Complaints about fireworks on King Street Green.  Permission should not be granted in future for aerial fireworks.
	

	5
	ICO
	Confirmation of Parish Council’s entry in Data Protection Register
	

	6
	CGM Landscapes
	Introduction of Services
	

	7
	NALC
	·  Norfolk Link

· Election of NALC Executive Committee Great Yarmouth area
	

	8
	Vitalise
	Request for donation
	

	9
	GYBC
	Development Control Committee Agenda 15.11.2011
	


19. Items requiring attention/update.  Comments/decisions made at meeting are in italics.
	No
	Details
	Action/Item
	Update
	What has happened

	1
	In Bloom
	Fence at Duffles Pond
	Fence broken.
	On hold per In Bloom.

	2
	Resident
	Hedge on boundary of Mencap on Somerton Road. 
	Needs cutting back
	In hand.

	3
	Resident
	Permissive footpath Mill Farm Bend
	Request made to GYBC
	In hand.

	4
	Resident
	Hedge overgrown outside school on Black Street
	Blocking footpath
	Hedge cut back.

	5
	Resident
	Erection of posts on playing field between Seal Hospital road and car park
	Concern that people are driving over the bank to gain access to playing field when the barriers are down.  
	GYBC contacted.  Need to find out who owns the land and to cost a permanent barrier.

	6
	Councillor
	Metal on footpath between James Grey Close and dunes
	Concern over protruding metal causing an accident
	NCC notified.  Footpath supervisor to action.

	7
	Resident
	Closure of public footpath Black Street/Sprindrift
	Resident was visited by an official stating that an electricity cable was to be run from Empsons Loke to a substation on The Cobbleways to supply electricity to Empsons Loke necessitating the closing of the footpath as well as the digging up of his own drive.
	GYBC contacted.  The Council has not been asked permission for this work by UK Power Networks.  Investigation in hand.  It was confirmed that work would commence in the New Year and that footpath closure notices would have to be displayed in advance.

	8
	Councillor
	Removal of siren poles outside Village Hall
	
	NCC contacted.  These poles belong to BT who wishes to retain them and will maintain them.

	9
	Councillor
	Letters received by some residents re collection of prescriptions
	Only those residents within a one mile radius of the surgery would be able to collect prescriptions from the surgery.  This would affect those residents who currently collect their prescriptions from the Church Rooms
	Cllr Kay to follow up with surgery.  Reported under Item 14 above.


20. Next Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 19th November 2011 at the Village Hall.  Cllrs Blake and Kay to attend.
21. Date of the next meeting: Thursday 15th December 2011 in the Village Hall from 7.30pm
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