OF MICE AND MEN
Candy’s Dog

Section 2

‘His ancient dog lifted his head and peered about, ahd then painfully got to his
feet'.

Carison:

That dog of Candy’s is so God damh old he Can’t hardly walk. Stinks like hell too.
Ever’ time he comes into the bunk house I Can smell him for two, three days. Why’
n’t you get Candy to shoot his old dog and give him one of the pups to raise up? I
Canh smell that dog a mile away. GOt ho teeth, damh hear blind, Can’t eat. Candy
feeds him milk. He Can*t Chew nothing else’

After 3 moment the anhcCient dog walked lamely in through the open door. He gazed
about with mild, half-blind eyes. He shiffed and then lay dowh and put his head
between his paws’

Gection 3

‘Old Candy, the swamper, Came in and went to his buhk, and behind him struggled
his old dog.’

carison:

‘God awmighty that dog stinks. Get him outta here Candy! I don’t khow nhothing
that Stinks as bad as anh old dog.’

canay:
1 been around him so [ohg T hever hotice how he stinks’
carison:

‘Got ho teeth, he’s all Stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to you Candy. An’ he
aint ho good to himself. Why h’t you shoot him Candy?’

The old man squirmed uncomfortably.
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Well - hell! T had him so long. Had him sinCce he was a pup. I herded sheep with him.
You wouldnt think it to 00K at him how but he was the best damn sheep dog 1 ever
seen.

‘T ook Candy. This ‘ol dog jus suffers hisself all the time. If you was to take him out
and shoot him right in the back of the head, why he never know what hit him’

Stim:

That dog ain’t no good to himself. ] whish’t somebody’'d shoot
me if J got old ahd a Cripple’.

Carison:

‘IF you want me to, TIl put the old devil out of his misery right how and get it over
with. Aint nothinh’ left for him. Can’t eat, Canh’t see, Cah’t eveh walk without hurtin’

Candy looked a long time at Slim to try to find some reversal. And Slitn gave him
none. At |ast Candy said softly and hopelessly, “Awright —take ‘im. He did not |ook
down at the dog at all. He lay baCk on his bunk and Crossed his artms behind his
head anhd stared at the Ceiling.

Canay:

‘George, 1 ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldnh’t
ought to Of |et ho strahger shoot my dog’

The desCription of the dog is impOrtant as a motif for ageing and what Will
happen to all of the men eventually. It is a foreshadowing of the death of
Lennie at the end of the hovel and is intended to forCe the reader to
confront some uhcomfortable truths about life and death.

We already know that at this time a man’s worth was measured purely on his
ability to work as @ manual labourer. Everyone had to work and was hot
[ooked after once they had ceased to be Of use. The only exceptions to this
on the ranch at first appear to be Candy ahd Crooks, who both have
permanhent positions. However, these two men perform the lowliest of
functions, doing the jobs that nho-one else would want to do. Their existence
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involves performing filthy and thankless tasks that are demeaning to their
age anhd experience — however, it is either that or get thrown out.

The dog is often seen as a metaphor for Candy himself — old and Crippled
ahd not a great deal Of use for anybody. Tt has hothing t0 |00K forward to
apart from a slow decline and then death — is this what Steinbeck is saying
life will be like for Candy? Tt is likely that he is making a politiCal point about
the hature Of g socCiety that did not Care for its elderly - where there was ho
provision for them to be Cared for in old age — the society Created by
Hoover. He makes the reader think about what would usually happen to old
people in this itinerant socCiety.

It has lohg been an accepted part OF |00OKing after a domestiC ahimal that
the most humane ending when the animal is in the condition of Candy’s dog
is to destroy it. Candy does hot readily agree to this ahd it is an important
Factor in understanding his Character. He Clings on to the ahimal even
though he kKnows the right thing to do would be to destroy it. He remembers
back to when he first g0 the dog and mentions that it Was the best sheepdog
he’d ever had. He is harking back to a time when both he and the dog were
useful and of value. Neither of them is any more. Candy finds himself in the
same position as the dog. It seems that when the dog dies his happihess and
hope will die with it.

Steinbeck, as usual, inserts a glimmer of hope into this sequence. He
interjects the discussion with (George anhd [.enhie about getting some land
and how Candy could contribute into the part Of the harrative just after
the shooting of the dog. This, coupled with Candy’s realisation that he
should have shot the dog himself gives the reader a sense of hope in this
otherwise bleak section of the narrative.

The techhique of foreshadowing is very Clearly seen in this section of the
nhovel. The death of the dog is heCessary to prevent it from experiencing
further suffering —just like the death of [Lennie at the end oOf the hovel.

Perhaps George remembers Candy’s words whenh he makes the decision to
shoot [Lenhie himself, rather thah leave it for someone else to do.

George and [Lenhnie are best friends ahd Compahions in the same way that
Candy and the dog were. Tt is a relationship of owner and ahimal. The way in
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which the dog obeys Candy ahd would have been trained to work for him is
similar to the way that [Lennie obeys (zeorge and does what George has
trained him to do. [,ennie relies oh (George to provide him with the
hecessities Of life ahd repays him by working hard. It would have been the
same for Candy and the dog.
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