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Joglaresa

In a Hoary Winter’s Night

***

Perfect music as the nights draw in

Joglaresa’s fifth album is a selection of ‘Irish and English Songs of Wintertide’.  There is a wide range of favourites, from ‘The Coventry Carol’ to ‘Cold, Haily, Windy Night’. It includes ‘The Gower Wassail’, first recorded by the great singer of that peninsula, Phil Tanner, in the 1930’s, and The Wexford Carol (‘Good people all this Christmas Time’).  So the sacred and the profane gather together round the roaring fire that Belinda Sykes, Joglaresa’s director and singer, keeps blazing here.  Her choices are sure, with familiar fine tunes interspersed with unusual pieces such as ‘The Darkest Midnight in December’, still sung in Kilmore, but not well-known beyond that Wexford parish.


Joglaresa are an interesting bunch: Jim O’Toole (fiddle) has recorded Vivaldi concertos and is a ceilidh dance caller; Jeremy Avis (vocals) sang in the choir of Canterbury cathedral, studied the music of Cameroon, and works with the Mellstock band, which performs the West Gallery music common to English churches before it was ousted by organs.  Joglaresa are, then, an early meets folk band (with an interest in global sounds).  They sing with a classical air to the accompaniment of clairseach, bodhran drum, dulcimer and period fiddles.  They record with gusto ‘as live’ – they spent one afternoon recording this CD.  There is a danger in all this that they fall between stools, their music a bit artful for some and too rough for others.  But Joglaresa’s knowledge and expertise make for some unusual and inspired musical combinations.  The second track begins with words from 15th century England and ends with a reel by Donegal fiddler Tommy Peoples, born in 1948. It works, so why not?
