December 2010/February 2011 - EARLY MUSIC today
Joglaresa the following week was as complete a contrast as could have wished for.  They presented their Divine Rites programme of Italian laude spirituali – a programme that was gutsy, rich, full-blooded, passionate and brightly coloured. Anyone who’s seen Joglaresa live will know the drill. The product is slick and produced every time with consummate dedication.  Belinda Sykes believes passionately in her thesis of correspondences between the Italian lauda tradition and the Sufi tradition flowering simultaneously in Islam – both being heartfelt expressions of religious feeling without, as she puts it, ‘the middle man’.  Accordingly, her Middle Eastern inflected tones feel entirely in accord with her repertoire rather than being ‘painted on’, and Joglaresa’s performances have a committed, compelling immediacy.  These laude were intended to arouse impassioned fervour in their hearers, and as such couldn’t have better advocates than Joglaresa.  Young soprano Ruth Fraser is an exciting addition to the group, providing a delicate vocal colour shimmering in sharp contrast to Sykes’s gusto; Fraser’s solo from the Florence Laudario, Davanti ad una colonna, was quiet and moving.
